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Introduction: Nowadays, due to the increasing growth of urbanization, especially in
developing countries, the innovation of urban prosperity is one of the key human

development issues facing the world. Prosperity is a broad concept that is related to balanced
and harmonious development in an environment with fairness and justice.

Data and Method: This research has practical-developmental goals and its nature and
method is analytical-exploratory. In the theoretical part of this research, the required data and
information have been collected using the library method, and in the field part, the required
data has been obtained using a questionnaire based on the Delphi technique. In this research,
our statistical population includes specialists and experts of Yazd city, and 30 people were
selected as a sample from the statistical population by using the targeted non-probability
sampling method. Then, using the Delphi method and completing the questionnaire by
experts, 43 primary variables were identified. In the next step, the matrix of cross effects was
designed to measure the influence of the variables on each other and was provided to the
experts for scoring. The results were analyzed using the structural analysis technique and
MICMAC software, and finally, from a total of 43 primary influencing variables, 10 factors
were identified as the key driving factors affecting the urban prosperity of Yazd.

Results:: Findings shows that the most influence among the five dimensions is related to 1-
Justice and non-discrimination with 28.93%, 2- Quality of life 21.23%, 3- 18.71%. Also, the
most dependent among the five dimensions is related to 1- Justice and non-discrimination
with 29.24%, 2- quality of life 23.58%, 3- productivity 17.40%.

Conclusion: The Conclusion show that among the key drivers affecting the future prosperity
of the city of Yazd are the variables, the area of worn-out fabric (372), access to water
resources (372), youth unemployment (352), poverty rate (348), Participation of people in
government (338), average income (331), the percentage of marginalized households (331),
the percentage of women's employment (321), and the ratio of employment to population
(310), Savings rate (307) have had the most impact. The conclusion shows that the urban
development system in Yazd city is unstable and the lack of influencing variables threatens
the stability of the system.

Cite this article: Yaghfouri, Hossein., Chharrhi, Masoud., Rahdar Podineh, Somayeh., Tilkoy Bage Jan, Fatemeh. (2023).
Identifying and analyzing the key drivers affecting the prosperity of Yazd city with a Futures Studies approach.
Urban Social Geography, 10 (1), 27-46.

© The Author(s).

Publisher: Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman.

m DOI: http//doi.org/10.22103/JUSG.2023.2087

L Corresponding Author: Yaghfouri, H., University of Sistan and Baluchestan, Zahedan, Iran.

DA< yaghfoori@gep.usb.ac.ir

® (4+98) 9151416720


mailto:yaghfoori@gep.usb.ac.ir
https://dx.doi.org/10.22103/JUSG.2021.2057
mailto:yaghfoori@gep.usb.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4014-9980

||Yaghfouri, H., Chharrhi, M., Rahdar Podineh, S & Tilkoy Bage Jan, Fatemeh (2023) Urban Social Geograghy, 10(1) DOI: 10.22103/JUSG.2023.2087

English Extended Abstract

Introduction

Cities are recognized as potential solutions as well as causes of many problems of urban societies. On the one hand,
cities are considered as the driving force of prosperity through innovation, wealth generation and growth. On the
other hand, cities are the source of many basic environmental and social issues and problems. Prosperity is a broad
concept that is related to balanced and harmonious development in an environment with fairness and justice.
Accordingly, urban prosperity is a kind of social construction that gives body to human activities. As a universally
agreed comprehensive multidimensional indicator, the Urban Prosperity Plan is a broad and flexible conceptual
framework for measuring and monitoring urbanization. This innovation is a basic approach to define an integrated
and growing vision, and it is also an orientation based on multi-sector and spatial analysis to realize sustainability
and sustainable urban development at different global, national, regional and local levels. In Iran, urbanization has
grown slightly in recent decades due to several reasons. On the other hand, environmental challenges, political and
social issues in international and national dimensions, as well as the country's economic issues and limited resources,
have faced major threats to the capacity of cities as major centers of activity, production and life. The ever-increasing
growth of urbanization and the inadequacy of the conditions and capacity of the cities as population receiving centers
have imposed many problems on the cities. Most of these problems and inadequacies can be seen in the form of risks
that have affected the quality of life of citizens and the sustainability of Iranian cities. The purpose of this research is
to identify and analyze key drivers affecting the future prosperity of Yazd city.

Data and Method

This research has practical-developmental goals and its nature and method is analytical-exploratory. In the
theoretical part of this research, the required data and information have been collected using the library method, and
in the field part, the required data has been obtained using a questionnaire based on the Delphi technique. For this
purpose, first, using the Delphi method, 43 primary variables were identified by experts using a questionnaire. Then
the cross-effects matrix was designed to measure the influence of variables on each other and was provided to the
experts. The results were analyzed using the structural analysis technique and MICMAC software, and finally, from
a total of 43 primary influencing variables, 10 factors were identified as the key driving factors affecting the urban
prosperity of Yazd.

Results

According to the obtained results, the degree of saturation is 83.50%, which indicates that the selected factors have
influenced each other in more than 83% of cases. The results of the direct cross-matrix analysis show that the most
influential among the five dimensions is related to 1- Justice and non-discrimination with 28.93% 2- quality of life
21.23% 3- productivity 18.71%. On the other hand, among the investigated variables, variables 1- area of worn
tissue, 2- access to water sources, 3- and youth unemployment have the most impact. On the other hand, among the
influential variables, variables 1 - Gini coefficient, 2 - poverty rate, 3 - and Youth unemployment have the most
influence.

Conclusion

Examining the results obtained from the dispersion pattern of the variables on the influence and effectiveness axis
shows the instability of Yazd city's prosperity system. Finally, among the 43 variables examined as a result of the
matrix analysis and evaluation of the impact and influence of the key drivers with direct and indirect methods, 10
key factors (area of worn-out fabric, access to water resources, youth unemployment, poverty rate, Participation of
people in government , average income, marginalized households, percentage of female employment, ratio of
employment to population, Savings rate) that have the greatest role in the future state of development and prosperity
of Yazd city were selected. Also, in the discussion of determining the strategic variables, only the poverty rate
variable (A26) has been identified as a strategic variable among the 43 variables.
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