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Looking at the historical context, it is obvious that their formation and life are
based on special principles related to the city's climate and Iranian culture, and
its body has become harmonious and coherent in historical, cultural, social and
environmental continuity. Ro has a special personality and identity. Cultural
identity as a guiding factor has led to the emergence of unique methods in the
traditional architecture of cities such as Shushtar and Dezful. Among these, we
can mention the architecture of markets as the center of social and cultural
activities in Iranian cities. The present study aims to investigate the indicators of
spatial identity in the traditional markets of Dezful and Shushtar in order to
identify these indicators and use them in traditional Iranian markets in order to
maintain identity in today's urban space. The research method is descriptive-
historical with a qualitative approach that has studied the nature of identity in the
traditional markets of Dezful and Shushtar by analyzing the information obtained
from field observations, interviews, using documentary sources and maps.
According to the research findings, the continuity and combination of three main
components, including formal, semantic and social dimensions, which are set
and presented in the form of 19 indicators, is the identifying factor to the texture
space of traditional historical markets of Dezful and Shushtar. In such a way that
these characteristics have led to the creation of spaces with identity that can
instill a sense of belonging to the human being in the environment and ultimately
cause the unity of human beings with their surroundings. In fact, one of the ways
to preserve and revive identity in the city and urban elements is to maintain
cultural continuity between today, yesterday and tomorrow, and this cultural
continuity by recognizing the concepts and principles of identifying urban spaces
in Iran's historic cities and using it.It is possible to design new urban spaces.
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Extended Abstrac

Introduction

Urban identity is a collective identity that is manifested in the body, content and meaning of the city
and through the association of collective memories, it evokes a sense of belonging to the place and leads
the citizens to become citizens. Markets and commercial centers as one of the most important urban
spaces that have crystallized in various forms in the body of cities, are an important part of the urban
space system. Market characteristics such as diversity in uses, the ability of all social groups to be
present in it, providing climatic comfort, the existence of spaces for sitting in the squares and the
possibility of social interactions, being active during many hours of the day and night. which in fact
evokes people's sense of place, resulting from the experience of presence in order to receive the concept
of identity and its semantic dimensions. In the past, economic, social, religious centers and the main
cultural centers of the city were integrated in the market. Therefore, in Iranian cities, the market was
the most important element in shaping the city. Sometimes history, social life, identity and reflection
are the values of urban civilization and have played an important role in the structure of the city.
However, one of the most important issues in contemporary cities today is the identity crisis in urban
spaces. In such a way that urban spaces are boring, low guality, inhuman and meaningless and can not
convey the values and sense of place to people. As mentioned, one of the urban spaces that in the past
played a key role in identifying and transmitting values to people in the community are traditional
markets. Among these markets, we can mention the traditional markets located in the cities of Dezful
and Shushtar. In fact, the present article seeks to answer this fundamental question:

- What components and indicators have led to the creation of spatial identity in traditional Iranian
markets?

Methodology

The research method of the article is descriptive-historical with a qualitative approach. The theoretical
framework of the research is based on the specialized literature of the subject. The statistical population
for free interviews includes merchants, bazaars and people present in the two traditional markets of
Dezful and Shushtar. In the research process, to complete the subject literature, library studies, articles,
books, dissertations, and then field studies and observations and (non-structural) interviews have been
used in case studies. The images were prepared using physical presence and field observation in the two
traditional markets of Dezful and Shushtar as the study area and the maps were extracted from the
archives of maps in the Cultural Heritage Organization of Dezful and Shushtar. Finally, the data are
analyzed and presented in the form of a conceptual model of spatial identity and its components in three
dimensions: formal, semantic and social.

Results and Discussion
According to the results of the association of three main components: formal, semantic and social
dimensions, which are classified and presented in the form of 19 indicators, is the identifying factor to
the traditional markets of Dezful and Shushtar.

Which include:

1- Shape dimension that includes indicators: spatial order, continuity in color and shape, simplicity of
shape, continuity of enclosing body, lack of distances between body of buildings, coordination of facade
pattern, climate design, confinement of space according to their function, spatial contrast, diversity
Spatial and spatial contrast.

2- The semantic dimension, which includes indicators: sense of belonging, historical background,
Iranian emblem, collective memories.

3- Social dimension, which includes indicators: diversity in attractive uses, interaction of different
social groups in space, social capital, being active in the average hours of the day and night, which are
examined separately in the text.

Conclusion
The identity of a place is perceived from the relationship between the human mentality, which is
influenced by his individual characteristics and human needs, and the objectivity of the urban space,
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which has three dimensions: form, meaning and society. According to theories of environmental
psychology, just as the human mind affects how one perceives place, so does human behavior and
emotions affect the physical environment. Thus, it can be said that the relationship between human
identity and place identity is a two-way relationship and the formation of each is influenced by the
other. This is where the importance of city identity comes into play. Although the identity of the city
itself is a result of the culture of its citizens, but it affects the process of citizenship and can be effective
in shaping urban culture and thus in shaping the identity of city residents.

According to the results of three main components: formal, semantic and social dimensions, which are
classified and presented in the form of 19 indicators, is the identifying factor to the traditional markets
of Dezful and Shushtar. Together, these characteristics have led to the creation of spaces with identity
that can instill a sense of belonging to the human being in the environment and ultimately cause the
unity of human beings with their surroundings. In fact, the pleasant and familiar feeling of being in the
historical context of the market is the result of paying attention to these principles and considering them
in the design of this space.

These indicators in the coherence and systematic approach together lead to the identification of
traditional market spaces, so the clearer and clearer the relationship between these principles, the more
observer intuition will be from place, and thus the possibility of exchanging the meaning of place to
him. It will increase and eventually the formation of a meaningful relationship between the observer
and the place will strengthen the spatial identity.

One of the ways to preserve and revive identity in the city and urban elements is to maintain cultural
continuity between today, yesterday and tomorrow, and this cultural continuity by recognizing the
concepts and principles of identifying urban spaces in Iran's historic cities and applying them. It is
possible in designing urban spaces including traditional markets.
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