https://sppl.ui.ac.ir/?lang=en
Spatial Planning
E-ISSN: 2476-3357

Document Type: Research Paper
Vol. 13, Issue 3, No.50, Autumn 2023, pp. 1- 4
Received: 26/07/2023 Accepted: 11/09/2023

Investigating the Status of Good Urban Governance Indicators and Their Impact on Urban
Regeneration
(Case Study: The Worn Texture of Semnan City)

Seyed Mohammad Nazem Razavi !,Navid Saeidi Rezvani "“2, Seyed Mohammad Rashtiyan 3

1- PhD Student of Architecture and Urban Planning, Khorasgan Branch, Islamic Azad University, Khorasgan ,Iran

smn.razavi@gmail.com

2-Assistant Professor, Department of Urban Planning, Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning, Qazvin

Branch, Islamic Azad University, Qazvin, Iran
n.saeidi@gqiau.ac.ir
3- Assistant Professor, Department of Urban Planning, Faculty of Urban Architecture, Khorasgan Branch,
Islamic Azad University, Khorasgan, Iran

sm.rashtiyan@gmail.com

Abstract

Background: As one of the main sources of development, the city has a very important and decisive
role. Therefore, urban management plays an important role in the development of this factor. In this
context, good urban governance by using the capacity of existing institutions and creating institutional
platforms to facilitate decision-making is effective in recreating the worn-out urban texture.

Obijective: In this research, the objective is to investigate the status of good urban governance
indicators and their impact on the regeneration of the worn-out texture of Semnan City.

Research Method: In this study, the descriptive-analytical research method was based on collecting
data through the field. The data collection tool was a questionnaire. The structural and content validity
of the questionnaire was confirmed and its reliability was also verified with a Cronbach coefficient
greater than 0.70. The statistical population of the research is made up of 92,203 residents in the worn-
out texture of Semnan. The sample size (380 people) was determined by Cochran's formula.

Findings: The result of the one-sample t-test showed that the variables of good urban governance
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are significant at a level of less than 0.05 and have an average status in the worn-out texture of
Semnan city. Also, the result of the test confirmed that the best situation was related to the central
justice index with an average rating of 4.24. The result of the one-sample t-test showed that the
healing state of the texture was weak. In addition, the regression result of the 63.2 percent
effectiveness of good governance in promoting urban regeneration indicates that two indicators of
transparency and justice have the greatest impact on regeneration with beta values of 0.324 and 0.311,
respectively. Overall, good urban governance as a model of urban management can be effective in
recreating the worn-out texture.

Keywords: Good Governance, Regeneration, Worn Texture, Urban Development, Semnan City.

Introduction

Good urban governance and urban regeneration are two important concepts that are not important
on their own but are related to each other. Good urban governance helps by creating transparency and
citizens' participation in the urban decision-making process, improving urban management, and
creating equal opportunities for urban development. Meanwhile, urban regeneration aims to improve
the conditions of urban space in order to improve the quality of life of citizens, and increase the
competitiveness and attractiveness of cities as economic, cultural, and tourism centers. Urban
regeneration can be a result of good urban governance because in the process of urban regeneration,
with the transparency and participation of citizens, urban needs and problems are identified and
solutions are provided to solve these problems. Therefore, good urban governance and urban
regeneration are interdependent, and efforts to improve both lead to improving the quality of life of
citizens and sustainable development of cities.

The city of Semnan is one of the important cities in which the discussion of urban regeneration is
important because a significant part of the geographical area of this city is its worn-out and historical
context. Due to the fact that its historical context as a part of Qoms state has been on the main
highways of the country for a long time due to its location on the Silk Road, it can be considered one
of the valuable and historical cities in Iran that nearly 450 hectares of its area has turned into a worn-
out structure. The existence of various physical, economic, social, and environmental problems,
including issues related to access, public spaces, infrastructure, networks, employment, poverty,
environmental issues, social damages, etc. in the texture of this city shows the importance of its
regeneration. In this research, an attempt has been made to first study the status of good governance
indicators and regeneration in this area of Semnan City, and then to analyze and explain the influence
of governance indicators on the regeneration of the worn-out texture.

Materials and Methods

The descriptive-analytical research method, in this study, was based on collecting data through the
field. The data collection tool was a questionnaire. The structural and content validity of the
questionnaire was verified and its reliability was also confirmed with a Cronbach coefficient greater
than 0.70. The statistical population of the research is made up of 92,203 residents in the worn-out
texture of Semnan. The sample size (380 people) was determined by Cochran's formula.
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Research Findings

The result of the test showed that all variables of good urban governance (22 variables) were
significant at a level less than 0.05 and equal to 0.000. Based on the reported averages, the best
situation was related to the variable of educating citizens and increasing public awareness with an
average of 3.831. Moreover, the level of criticism and responsiveness of managers to citizens with a
value of 3.636, the right to access services with an average of 3.615, and the free circulation of urban
information and facilitating access to them with a value of 3.602 are in the next ranks. In addition, the
lowest average is related to the two variables of managers’ efforts in providing services at a lower cost
and with higher quality and more satisfaction with a value of 3.242 and the compilation and
publication of city rules and regulations to inform and guide citizens with a value of 3.315.

The result of the Friedman test to measure the significance of the difference and prioritization of
the validity indicators shows that the indicators were significant at a level less than 0.05 and equal to
0.000. Examining the rank average of the Friedman test shows that the highest average rank was
related to the central justice index with a value of 4.24, which shows the biggest difference among the
7 governance indices. Also, the transparency index with an average of 4.18 and the participation index
with an average of 4.12 are in the second and third ranks.

Examining the status of regeneration indicators in the worn-out texture of Semnan City with the T-
Tech test showed that except for the index of access network and roads with a significant level of 0.086,
other urban regeneration indicators were significant at a level less than 0.05 and equal to 0.000.
According to the reported averages, the best situation was related to belongingness with an average of
3.531, social cohesion with an average of 3.421, and social relations with an average of 3.376, which had
an average higher than the average of the test (3). Examining the average of other urban regeneration
indicators shows that there is no favorable situation. Among these indicators, participation and attention
to the role of people, professional education and skills, job opportunities, distribution of wealth,
attracting capital, preventing single-use construction, urban equipment and infrastructure, water-saving
measures, and optimal management of energy consumption can be mentioned.

In addition, the regression result confirmed that there is a significant relationship between good
governance and regeneration, and governance indicators can contribute more than 63.2% to improving
urban regeneration and promoting it. In this context, the two indicators of transparency and justice
have the most influence on the regeneration of the worn-out texture with beta values of 0.324 and
0.311, respectively. In sum, good urban governance as a model of urban management can be effective
in recreating worn texture.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

The result of this research showed that the variables and indicators of good governance are in
average condition. The best situation is related to the variable of educating citizens and increasing
public awareness, criticism and accountability of managers to citizens, the right to access services, as
well as the free circulation of urban information and facilitating access to them. Examining the results
at the level of governance indicators also confirms that the central justice index and then transparency
have the best status among the governance indicators in the worn-out texture of Semnan City.

The result showed that the state of regeneration of the worn-out texture of Semnan city is not acceptable
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because the examination of various indicators in terms of economic, social, physical, and environmental
regeneration shows that, except for a few cases, in terms of regeneration of this tissue, there is no visible
performance from the citizens’ point of view and there are various problems/Jral isSues.

There is a significant relationship between the indices of governance and regeneration of the worn-
out texture in such a way that governance indicators can help promote texture regeneration. The result
showed that, in this context, the most influential factor(s) among governance indicators in urban
regeneration is/are related to the two key indicators of transparency and justice. In fact, these two
indicators can provide the necessary background for the development and regeneration of the worn-out
texture. According to the mentioned results, it is suggested that to improve the transparency index and its
effect in the regeneration of the worn-out texture, access to information should be provided for everyone
in urban management. It is also suggested that development plans and programs at the neighborhood
level should be emphasized with the participation of citizens in the decision-making process.
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Fig 1: Conceptual model of research
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Fig 2: The geographical location of Semnan city and worn-out texture
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Table 3: Measuring the significance of the status of good governance indicators
in the worn texture with sample t-test
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Table 3: Significance of difference and prioritization of good urban governance
in the worn texture of with Friedman's test
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Table 4: Measuring the significance of the status of regeneration indicators in the
worn texture with sample t-test
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Table 5: Measuring the significance of the status of dimensions of urban
regeneration in the worn texture with sample t-test
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Table 6: The relationship between good governance and urban regeneration in
the worn texture of Semnan city (Pearson correlation)
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Table 7: Significance test of the regression model of the effect of good urban governance indicators
on the regeneration of the worn texture of Semnan city
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Table 8: Explaining changes in the dependent variable (The regeneration of worn
texture) through indicators of good urban governance
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