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ABSTRACT

Today, one of the positions that can play a significant role in the geopolitical and geoeconomic
importance of Iran is a crossing position, and in this regard, the geographical position of the south
and north of Iran with geopolitical, economic, security, access, and regional communication
capacities and opportunities. and international, has been qualified for transit functions at different
national and international levels, which has not been properly considered until now.

Using the descriptive-analytical and survey method, the current research has studied the role of
geopolitical opportunities for the development of the South-North transit corridor on increasing
the convergence of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the member countries of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization. The statistical population of this research consists of experts in the
field of geopolitics and international relations. Its sample size was estimated to be 40 people
based on Cochran's model. The analysis of the research findings was done based on the numerical
taxonomy model in Matlab software. The results of the research showed that the geopolitical
opportunities for the development of the North-South corridor can be highly convergent for China
and Russia, convergent for Tajikistan, India and Uzbekistan, least convergent for Pakistan and
Kazakhstan, and non-convergent for Kyrgyzstan.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Due to the political and geographical features of
Iran, which lies between Central Asia, the Caspian
Sea, the Persian Gulf, and West Asia, potential
opportunities have always been created for
advancing regional economic goals in the foreign
policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Developing
an efficient transportation system plays a special
role and position in socio-economic development,

as the transportation sector not only is considered
an important and foundational sector, but also has a
significant impact on other economic, social,
cultural, and tourism activities. Considering the vast
territory of Iran and the different transit routes,
optimizing these routes reduces transportation
delays and costs, resulting in increased efficiency
and attractiveness of transit. In addition, the North-
South corridor establishes transit connections


mailto:faribamahboubi1971@gmail.com
mailto:hafezn_m@modares.ac.ir
mailto:Dr.m.akhbari@gmail.com
mailto:Rebazghorbani@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.22111/gdij.2023.45629.3526

Geography and Development Ed 200

Vol. 21, No. 73

between Northern European, Scandinavian, and
Central Asian countries through the southern ports
of Iran and the Caspian Sea to the Indian Ocean, the
Persian Gulf, and Southeast Asia. Asian and
European countries can exchange their goods in this
new corridor at a speed of about twice as fast as the
active route at that time, namely the Suez Canal.
This research aims to answer the question of how
much the geopolitical opportunities of this corridor
will affect the convergence of Iran and each of the
member countries of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization as a result of the existing geopolitical
opportunity components. In the field of the subject
of this research, many books and articles have been
written in the past, each of which has examined
specific aspects. In this research, the most effective
sources will be considered to answer the main
question, and efforts will be made to examine topics
that have not been adequately addressed in other
studies.

2. Methods and Material

The present research is based on the goal of applied
(practical) and developmental research and is of a
descriptive-analytical nature in terms of its nature
and method. The statistical population in this
research consists of all experts and stakeholders in
the fields of political geography, political science,
and economics. In the present study, the sample size
is considered to be 30 people based on the
calculations performed, but in order to increase the
level of confidence, a sample size of 40 people is
considered. In addition, in the present study, the
snowball sampling method was used. In the
descriptive statistics section, frequency, percentage
frequency, mean, etc. were used. In the inferential
statistics section, due to the conversion of research
variables into quasi-distance variables, the Likert
spectrum (very high = 5, high = 4, medium = 3, low
= 2, very low = 1) was used to calculate the
importance or existence of each feature, and then
the score of each option was calculated by
multiplying the frequency by the score of each
option, and then the score of each question was
obtained by calculating the sum of the option
scores. By dividing the sum of scores by the
number of people who answered that option, the
average score was obtained. Since the average score
of each question is a number between 1 and 5, this
criterion was used to measure the importance of

questions or options. Then, based on the results
obtained from the questionnaire, field observations,
and official documents, the findings were analyzed
using matlab software and the numerical taxonomy
model.

3. Results and Discussion

Based on the results obtained from the numerical
taxonomy model, the convergence indices were
divided into four groups (highly convergent,
convergent, less convergent, and non-convergent).
In this regard, the closer the Fi number is to 0, the
more it indicates an increase in convergence
between Iran and the target country in case of using
the opportunities of the North-South corridor
development. According to the desired index, the
results showed that the North-South corridor
opportunities will create the highest convergence
between Iran-China and Iran-Russia, and based on
the composite matrix results, in the case of Iran-
China convergence, most of these factors will be an
increase in national credibility, an increase in the
security of the two countries, the development of
diplomatic relations, and the development of trade
and economic relations. In the case of Iran-Russia
convergence, regional processes and relations,
economic interactions, and the transfer of
technology and economic advantages have the
greatest impact. After China and Russia, Tajikistan,
India, and Uzbekistan will have the highest
convergence with Iran in using the opportunities of
the North-South geopolitical corridor, and in this
regard, in the case of Tajikistan, convergence is due
to an increase in political and diplomatic relations,
national credibility, and communication processes
and security issues. In the case of India, an increase
in national credibility of the two countries, an
increase in the power of role-playing at regional and
international levels, and the development of
political interactions and regional processes are the
most important convergent factors. In the case of
Iran-Uzbekistan convergence due to the North-
South corridor, it is also possible to refer to the
development of foreign policy activities and an
increase in political and diplomatic relations. In
other cases, the results showed that Pakistan and
Kazakhstan will have the least convergence, and
Kyrgyzstan will have no convergence with the
Islamic Republic of Iran.
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4. Conclusion

The North-South Corridor (INSTC) is a multi-
modal network of sea, rail, and road routes
spanning 7,200 kilometers between Russia, Central
Asia, Iran, and India, connecting Mumbai in India
to St. Petersburg in Russia via Iran and Azerbaijan.
In addition to the four countries located within the
corridor's geographical range and considered the
main developing countries of this corridor,
gradually other countries have also joined this
international corridor, with a significant number of
these countries being members of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization such as Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. Given the
importance of convergence between Iran and the
member countries of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization and the potential for developing the
North-South Corridor, this research explains the
role of geopolitical opportunities in developing the
North-South  transit  corridor in  increasing
convergence between the Islamic Republic of Iran
and the member countries of the Shanghai
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