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Abstract

A mjjrr rrrt of tee aaate’s wttrr rssrir ees is eee,, in tee frrm ff "virtaal
water", to produce products, especially agricultural products. Today, the
smart trade of virtual water is considered a way to resolve the world's water
shortage crisis. This research has answered the question of what capacities
does the current legal framework of the World Trade Organization (WTO)
have for managing and facilitating virtual water trade? The primary
hypothesis is that WTO can facilitate the smart trade of virtual water by
removing trade barriers. The results of the studies indicate that only trade
liberalization, regardless of the economic value of water in the production
process, does not facilitate virtual water trade in line with the management of
global water resources. Also, although the management of import and export
of goods based on the amount of water consumed in the production process
seems to violate the principle of non-discrimination in WTO, some
exceptions included in the agreements of this organization can help to virtual
water trade and reduce the water crisis. Using the capacities of this
organization to remove agricultural subsidies that disrupt the virtual water
trade and evaluating the water footprint through the creation of a labelling
system are other ways to facilitate the virtual water trade.
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1. Fresh Water

2. Laurence Boissone de Chazournes. Fresh Water in International Law (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2013), 36.
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4. Brown Water: Groundwaters.
5. Green Water: Such as in Plants.
6. Blue Water: Surface Water in, for example, Rivers and Rain.

7. Antoinette Hildering, International Law, Sustainable Development and Water Management (The
Netherland: Eburon Academic Publishers, 2016), 21.

8. United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Global Environment Outlook 4, Nairobi: UNEP,
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