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The Typology of Reciprocal Constructions in

Persian

Fatemeh Ahangaran'
Reciprocal structures sometimes take a complex state of meaning, and
complexity arises when the verbal valence does not match the semantic
roles. This complexity in terms of morphosyntactic structure can make
a challenge in terms of understanding the sentence. Therefore,
languages use different solutions for encoding mutual positions in the
clause structure. Recent studies have shown this diversity from different
perspectives, but more work is needed to determine how different
morphological and semantic features interact and what implicit
connections and correlations exist with other parts of the linguistic
system. Theoretical typology highlights the importance of reciprocal
structures to our understanding of grammatical structure cross-
linguistically. In the Persian language, reciprocal structure has not been
studied technically and comprehensively, and instead, the term
matching is usually used in this case; Therefore, this research aimed to
find out by examining examples from English, Farsi, and several other
languages: Do contrastive constructions affect the change in the valence
of the verb? And finally, is it possible to reach universality in the
reciprocal structure and the so-called “cross-referencing” in the
linguistic comparison? In this regard, the current study is a typological
framework, using linguistic data and cross-linguistic comparison. It
introduces a technical field for the mentioned term based on a
typological approach according to Nedjalkov (2007) and Evans (2008).
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S alty
\
bl guu
@*,))  Juma a-li-m-tekeny-a Halima.
Juma ¥'sg.shj-pst-3sg.obj-tickle-fv Halima

‘Juma tickled Halima’.
Sy Sald 1y dogls cdnex

@y)  Jumana Halima wa-li-tekeny-an-a.

Juma and Halima Ypl.shj-pst-tickle-RECP-fv
‘Juma and Halima tickled each other.” (Hurst 2012, p. 226)
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(\-) The teacher introduced [Sam and Pat] [to each other]

Ol O g gd90 ot o b
[Sam and Pat] taught [each other’s] children;
I introduced [Sam and Pat] [to each other’s] teachers.
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(vs,7) Stelpa-n 0g strakur-inn sau
hvort annad.
girl.f.sg.nom-def and boy.m.sg.nom-def see.3pl.pst each.N.SG.NOM
other.N.SG.ACC
“The girl and the boy saw each other’.
B0 |y ,Koden g g 553
(Voo V¥V 1,500, 5 of Cow la)
(\sy) Eg kynnti mennina tvo fyrir ~ hvorn
6orum.
I introduced men.m.pl.acc two to
each.M.SG.ACC other.M.SG.DAT
‘I introduced (the) two men to each other’.
£35S Byme SIS 4]y 350 93 ol (e
(V0¥ ¥ VY Kidsyg g Conyla)
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(W,))  Ngarrka-jarra-rlu ka-pala-jana paka-rni.
man-du-erg ipfv-3du.shj-3pl.obj strike-npst

“The (two) men are striking them (e.g., the dogs)’.
23,8 ales S 4 350 (9)
(W.,y) Ngarrka-jarra-rlu ka-pala-nyanu paka-rni.
man-du-erg ipfv-3du.sbj-RR strike-npst
“The (two) men are striking themselves/each other’
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(YA)  Janos es Mari  csokol-0z-t-ak.

Janos and Mari  kiss-RECP-pst-3pl
‘Janos and Mari kissed’.
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(\4) Mbiidzi zi-ku-meny-an-a.
10zebras 10sbj-prs-hit-RECP-fv
“The zebras are hitting each other’.
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(v.) Joni ba-la-yand-ana amukaintu wakwe.
John  3pl-prs-love-recp wife his
‘John and his wife love each other.” [Lit. ‘John mutually loves his
wife.’]
P Cagd 1) Joten (e g ol
(VY VA dglule 51 a5 4 V¥ YASY T3S
Ol 3 uwd B Jab- Silis glacslo aSles blite glacsln VY Jle) (wlBYle oL 50
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()  Me-if-an-dainga i Be sy Ranaivo.
prs-RECP-act-lie art Be and Ranaivo
‘Be and Ranaivo lie to each other.’
(Keenan & Razafimamonjy 2001, p. 49)
S £9)0 SusSs 4 952l 9 (2

(vv)  Me-if-an-dainga amin-bady Be sy Ranaivo.
prs-recp-act-lie to-spouse Be and Ranaivo
! Maslova, E.

2 Bantu languages

3TONGA 355 (oo Cuvno S35 )58 3 5 ol pl)T Lugildl sl o J) S
4 Collins

5 Malagasy .cul 5ulhle Lo 5b;
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‘Be and Ranaivo lie to each other’s spouses.’
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(YY) Her friends do not like me and vice versa.
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To,530 Ses-A -0
(v¢)  Parr-an peln i waarin-rr.
kid-erg 3pl(erg) there  chase-recp.npst
‘All the kids are chasing each other.’
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(va,)) Ka-h-ngarrinj-yidjnja-n.
3/1-ass-hand-touch/hold-prs
*S/he is holding my hand.
Doy &3S |y Cuwd o
(BVD XV (S g lsy)

(va,¥) Ke-h-langi-yidjnja-rr-inj.
3du.dish.sbj-ass-hand-hold-rr-pst:pf
“The two of them shook each other’s hands.
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