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ABSTRACT

Translation of poetry has been a subject of scholarly interest for centuries. It poses numerous challenges,
including the difficulty of conveying the poet's intended meaning, preserving the poetic form and structure,
and retaining the emotional impact of the original work. The primary purpose of this study is to gain a deeper
understanding of the translation process, particularly when dealing with poetry. By employing Conrad Potter
Aiken's analytical approach to translation, this research seeks to shed light on the cognitive aspects involved
in the transference of poetic meaning from one language to another. Through a case study of the translation of
"When You Are Old" into Azerbaijani Turkish, the study aims to explore the intricate decisions and creative
adaptations that the translator had to make while preserving the essence of the original poem. In the second
attempt, the translati. n of “When you are old” is compared with some translations in Azerbaijani Turkish
(Sabir’s translati. n . f Hafiz), Persian (Nasime- Shomal’s translation of Sabir), and English (Fitzgerald’s
translation of Khayyam) to present a crosslinguistic analysis of poetic translation to study the qualities of
successful poetic translations. The results of the paper showed that translators of poetry, to achieve a successful
translation, must be successful in transferring both form and content. The conveyance of meaning in poetry
translation can be similar to the conveyance of meaning from any text, and if the translator masters both
languages, it can be possible. However, to covey the form, the translator must be a poet. The investigations of
Turkish, Persian, and English translations showed that mastering the respective prosody is not enough, and the
translator must possess poetic wit and he must be a poet himself. This study also showed that the poetic
translation can be successful if it looks like a poem in the target language. Moreover, one of the criteria for
examining and investigating the translation is referring to the successful translations of that language.
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And nodding by the fire, take down this book,
And slowly read, and dream of the soft look
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How many loved your moments of glad grace,

And loved your beauty with love false or true,

But one man loved the pilgrim soul in you,
And loved the sorrows of your changing face;
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And bending down beside the glowing bars,

Murmur, a little sadly, how Love fled

And paced upon the mountains overhead

And hid his face amid a crowd of stars.
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You are old and full of sleep when you are
grey,
And nodding by the fire,
Take down this book then and slowly read
And dream of the soft look your eyes had
once, and of their shadows deep;
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When you are old and grey and full of sleep,
And nodding by the fire, take down this book,

And slowly read, and dream of the soft look
Your eyes had once, and of their shadows deep;
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How many loved your moments of glad grace,
And loved your beauty with love false or true,

But one man loved the pilgrim soul in you,
And loved the sorrows of your changing face;
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And bending down beside the glowing bars,
Murmur, a little sadly, how Love fled

And paced upon the mountains overhead
And hid his face amid a crowd of stars.
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There was the Door to which | found no Key;
There was the Veil through which I might not see:
Some little talk awhile of ME and THEE

There was—and then no more of THEE and ME.
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