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ABSTRACT

Teaching and learning in online courses are disparate from face-to-face courses. Considering that
instructors are not physically present in virtual courses, it is necessary to strengthen their presence
sense in virtual courses by applying some strategies. Based on Anderson's (2001) conceptual
framework, this essay aims to analyze Teaching Presence (TP) as an influential component in
online Persian courses for non-Persian speakers at the International Centre for Teaching Persian
to non-Persian Speakers (CTPL), Ferdowsi University of Mashhad (FUM). The data were collated
from questionnaires completed by 30 instructors involved in different Persian online language
courses, during the last four years. This questionnaire was taken from Anderson’s conceptual
framework on “Teaching Presence” and the aim was to examine (1) the instructors’ views on
teaching presence (agreement, disagreement, application and non-application) in Persian online
courses, and (2) The factors influencing the emergence of their attitudes. Based on the data,
according to the main three indicators of TP consisting of “instructional design and organization”,
“facilitating discourse” and “direct instruction”, the instructors agreed with all TP indicators,
specifically, most "agreement" and "application™ was dedicated to facilitating discourse. Among
the components of the first indicator, the “designing methods” and “‘establishing netiquette”, and
the indicator of facilitating discourse, “encouraging student contributions” and “drawing in
participants to prompt discussion” show the highest percentage of agreement and application.
Additionally, in the indicator of direct instruction, the lowest percentage was dedicated to the
“present content and questions”, which indicates the acceptance of new educational approaches
among the instructors at CTPL.
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