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ABSTRACT

Over the last years, systemic functional and genre-based approaches have contributed elaborately to how genre is assumed and
administered in textual analysis and language teaching. The approaches that are developed mostly by Halliday and Martin
accentuate the fact that language structure is inherently interconnected with social function and context. Applying these
approaches to EFL settings can enhance teachers and learners’ understanding of the essence of language use and usage in
different contexts. Teachers can administer these approaches in teaching and assessment of language skills and sub-skills based
on particular content and genres. The purpose of this study is to construct and validate a framework for evaluating expository
texts written by advanced EFL learners. The research method was qualitative-quantitative (mixed-method study). The
qualitative part was conducted through interviews with 15 university professors in Tabriz city using the snowball sampling
method in 2021-2022 until theoretical saturation was reached. The quantitative part was conducted with 50 EFL teachers in
branches of Iran Language Institute (ILI) in Tabriz using a purposeful sampling method selected from the research population
including 183 teachers. The research instrument in the qualitative part was a semi-structured interview. The instrument of the
quantitative part was a researcher-made questionnaire developed based on the framework extracted from the themes identified
by the professors in the interview section. The themes of the interview section were reviewed during two consecutive stages
with university professors to evaluate their validity. To ensure the validity of the researcher-made questionnaire, first content
validity was used, then construct validity, and Cronbach's alpha was used to measure the reliability. The findings in the
qualitative part based on the thematic analysis obtained from the interviews with professors showed that from a total of 76
primary codes and 39 classified codes, eight secondary themes and three main themes including: Context of Culture, Context
of Situation and Lexico-Grammar features were identified. Accordingly, the Context of Culture includes two secondary themes
of Semantic Formatting and Content Formatting. The Context of the Situation includes three secondary themes of the Field,
Tenor, and Mode; and Lexico-Grammar features cover three secondary themes of Ideational, Interpersonal, and Textual
features. Thus, systemic genre-based framework was developed based on the main themes and secondary themes. Moreover,
the findings of the quantitative part based on the factor analysis showed that the presented framework of the qualitative part
was confirmed and the constructed rubric in the form of the questionnaire was validated. The findings are beneficial for EFL
teachers and learners.
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