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Pierre Guiraud is one of the linguists who raises the issue of
examining social signs to understand the hidden and implied meaning
of the text. Social Semiotics is an approach that examines signs to
understand the hidden meaning in texts. Social signs, when they are
placed beside other signs and words, convey a meaning beyond the
explicit and apparent meaning to the audience. Clothing and
ornaments have a special place, as one of the most obvious socio-
cultural phenomena, in the words of authors and poets. Kurdish poets
have also paid much attention to their local clothes and ornaments and
have used them for various purposes in their verses. As one of the
famous Kurdish Poets, Qane has mentioned clothes and ornaments in
his poems. They have different functions. Investigating the reflection
of local clothing and ornaments in Divan Qane from the view point of
social semiotics of Guiraud shows that each type of clothing and
ornaments of the Kurdish people in Divan Qane is a sign that in
coexistence with Other words in the context refer to the social,
cultural, economic, and moral conditions of Kurdistan society, the
patriotism of the Kurdish people, and the poet's mental and emotional
state.
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1- Introduction

The semiotic analysis of literary texts provides a basis for a better understanding of the
texts, and the examination of signs in literary texts is a favorable basis for understanding
social, political, cultural, economic, and national conditions. Semiotics examines signs in
the symbolic system. One of the branches of semiotics is social semiotics which attempts
to find out social, political and economic facts, beliefs, customs, ethics, etc. in various
texts by examining and analyzing the signs found in those texts.

The reflection of clothes and ornaments as one of the most obvious visual, social and
cultural signs has a special place in literary texts whose analysis via the social semiotics
approach helps to understand the various aspects of the society of poets and writers.
Poets, as preservers of culture and civilization, have always paid attention to the clothing
in their sayings, pointing out common clothes and ornaments used by people in different
ways. Kurdish poets have also paid attention to all aspects of people's clothing and
ornaments and have mentioned them in their poems for various purposes. Qani (Qane) is
one of the Kurdish poets whose verses reflect the clothes and ornaments of the Kurdish
people. Since Qane was a poetwho was familiar with all social and cultural aspects of the
life of the people, he has expressed the features of his society by using symbols of clothes
and ornaments.

While pointing to the materialistic and appearance aspects of clothes and ornaments,
Qane has used them as signs and symbols to express the status of the society. Therefore,
the clothes and ornaments in Diwan Qane (his work) are social and cultural signs that the
poet depicts his society by arranging them in his poems, and the reader can understand the
social conditions of that time by paying attention to the meaning embedded in the
symbolic usage of clothes and ornaments in his verses.

In the present study, we intend to examine and analyze the reflection of Kurdish
people's clothes and ornaments in Diwan Qane via the social semiotics approach of Pierre
Guiraud and express the functions of the reflection of these elements.

The purpose of this research is to investigate the symbolic reflection of clothing and
ornaments in Diwan Qane via social semiotics approach of Pierre Guiraud to understand
their functions and the conditions of the society in the poet's era. We want to use the data
analyses results to answer the following research questions:

- Based on the social semiotics approach, how are clothes and ornaments reflected in
Diwan Qane?

- Which social issues of Poet's era can be presented, from the social semiotics points of
view, considering the symbolic usage of clothes and ornaments in Divan Qane?

- How has the social situation of the poet's era been reflected by investigating the signs of
clothing and ornaments in Qane's Diwan?

2- Methodology and literature review

This research has been conducted via an analytical-descriptive method, relying on Pierre
Guiraud social semiotics approach. The data has been collected via the library method.
The authors extracted all the verses of Diwan Qane that refer to the clothes and ornaments
of Kurdish men and women, and then they analyzed their possible symbolic
representations according to the collocation and replacement principles. The signs of these
elements have been carefully studied in order to find out what function each of these
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elements have in Qani's sayings based on the theory in question, and what thoughts Qani
instills into the audience by using these elements. Then they divided the axes of the
research into six parts of social, economic, nationalism, moral, cultural and psychological
functions, and under each axis, they mentioned a representing example that had a sign
suitable for that title, and based on the semiotics approach of Pierre Guiraud they have
examined and analyzed the functions of clothes and ornaments in the selected samples.
The source used in the current research to analyze, describe and extract examples and
signs was Qani's Diwan compiled and corrected by Burhan Qane, published in 2013.
While referring to the verses, we have limited ourselves to mentioning the number of the
pages of the Diwan.

About the exact topic of this research, the authors did not find any previous study
worth mentioning (significant); however, it is possible to mention the following
researches that are somehow related to the present study and the authors have consulted
them while carrying out the study:

Karimpour and Alyani (2015), have investigated and analyzed the semiotics of
clothing and food in the 6th century (Hijri) based on Khagani Shervani's poems.

Zare (2014) has analyzed the common ornaments in Mahabad city from a semiotic point
of view.

Karkon Jalal (2013) has investigated the signs of clothing of people and different tribes
living in Iran during the Qajar era.

Sabz Alipour and Ashuri Shahrestani (2017) have studied and analyzed the cultural
functions of clothing in the Ghaznavid era, relying on Beyhagi history book.

Edavi et al. (2016) have analyzed the food and clothing functions of Kurds in Horaman
in Mola Hassan Diwan from a cultural and historical perspective.

Faramarzi Kafash et al. (2018) have analyzed and interpreted the functions of clothing
in Kelidar novel.

3- Discussion and conclusion
Clothing and ornaments as one of the most important cultural and social signs have
always appeared in the poems of Kurdish poets.

Clothes and ornaments in Qane's Diwan have been mentioned as signs to express the
social, political, economic, health, cultural and moral conditions governing the society of
the poet's era. Sometimes, with these signs, he points to the role and position of Kurdish
men and women in the society, the degree of women's freedom, and the importance of
adornment and ornaments in that era. Women were freely present in various ceremonies
alongside men and using the same name for clothing such as "kawa, cross, miser, shawal"
among women and men — despite their differences - shows the position of women in the
society of Kurdistan. Mentioning the types of headgear is a sign of the importance of this
type of covering for men and women. Because it shows the transition from childhood to
adulthood and readiness to participate in society, readiness to accept adult roles, readiness
to start a life together, readiness for work and profession, a sign of adulthood and wisdom.

It can be concluded that the poet expresses the social, economic, national, cultural,
moral and psychological conditions of his society with the help of these signs, but Qane
has paid more attention to the social conditions.
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