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Abstract This study explores the use of nicknames among trilingual youth,
investigating the influence of identity, culture, language, and attitudes on their
propensity to assign nicknames to others. This research is cross-sectional and uses
survey research. Results reveal that nicknames mirror the intricacy of social relations
nn a iiiiiiiii 1 yyyyyyy uuu gg oooee€’s uuuuuuu O®SSSS  SSSSSSS  SSSSSS SSS
predominantly negative, while their views on their own titles are more positive.
Physical attributes form the basis for the most common nicknames. In this trilingual
village, nicknames are primarily given to incapacitated individuals, those with
differing religious beliefs, and those who do not share commonalities with the
dominant language (Georgian, the native language of the dominant group) and
ethnicity. The dominant language group is more inclined to assign titles. Most titles
are based on descriptive phrases rather than verbal, prepositional, or adverbial
phrases.

Keywords: Multilingualism; Sociology of Language; Identity; Culture; Linguistic
Bias.

1. Introduction

oooo@cs iiii 1l rreeecce cnn ee nnndlllllll 1 iffunnddd yy trrrr rreeeoo ..

A nickname, often carrying connotations of praise or criticism based on its

original meaning, plays a crucial role in introducing individuals and
professions. Identities take shape, acquire meaning, and become social constructs.
hhowooott a rrrrr trs 1,,,, ,,... 1 11ttt ttt nnggge eeooodtttt  ttt
evolution. This study, from a sociological perspective, explores the use of nicknames
among trilingual teenagers. It seeks to answer how identity, culture, and language
intersect to influence the propensity to assign nicknames.
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2. Method
Language, as a system of human communication, provides a structure for the
creation and transmission of mnnnnmn ddd nnn...... .. © ggggr a gggg’’’

conceptual reserves and semantic field, the broader the thinking and thought
processes that can be formed within that language. Consequently, the culture and
civilization that develop within that language tend to be more sophisticated and
comprehensive. Shohami (2007) highlights another crucial function of language in
identity formation. In their social interactions, individuals and groups are
distinguished from each other by a shared language. Learning a language can offer
insights into the values associated with it. A civilization with multiple ethnic
identities tends to be more adaptable. Simultaneously, a national language helps
maintain national identity and promotes cultural and linguistic unity within a society.
Language and social connections are instrumental in shaping identity, thereby
influencing identity construction. When a person learns a language, their identity
structure changes and evolves. Identity and identity formation are closely tied to the
information a person acquires to fulfill basic roles. This study, aimed at research and
development, adopts a survey research approach in terms of nature and method. Data
was collected through a field approach, using a questionnaire to assess the inclination
towards nicknaming among trilingual individuals whose first language is Georgian.
The study was conducted on trilingual youth aged 15 to 24 years. The cluster
sampling method was employed for 22 subjects. All subjects were fluent in three
languages: Georgian, Persian, and Turkish. ldentification, language, and culture
were included as independent variables, with nickname inclination as the dependent
variable. The Stocks and Taylor-Leach model (2011) questionnaire tool, divided into
three phases, was used to evaluate the resear ch process.

3. Results

Nicknames serve various purposes and are often used to quickly identify individuals.
nnmmmcsse,, 1l NNMnss eee vvvvvy 00an a 0000®as nne ,, cccce hhhhhi sssss

of their father, mother, or grandfather, or even their own nickname. This type of
nickname is common and is generally viewed positively, often creating a sense of
ssde nn hte nmddddddddddee ii nnnmnss rre ddddd dd a rrr nnn’s yyyccal
characteristics, such as hair color, height, physical imperfections, disabilities, or
mmmmaeee ee ooohlrr eennnn nnnnnnn ss nnn oooottttttt t rrr nnn’s hhhiii .. nn
society and are often given by group members. Some nicknames are related to a
oooo®as tttt 1T rreeett pppppppppp Teeee eee 0oooii nnnmnss dddd oo mock or
humiliate others. These nicknames are at times chosen for amusement because they
yyyme hhhh hte oooo@es mmm rr eeeemll e aasss omnd nn aauu.. nn aaaaaa
situations, nicknames have been used to degrade people of other races. Nicknames
can also refer ooa oooo@cs hhhhhhhhhhhihhll eee ff eennnnmnnrr mmmyyii yyyyyoo
ii ee a ii nnnaee a gggvvve nnnoooooamtt myy ee hhymdd hhhhhle oooo@cs aaee

or the name of another person with a negative connotation. This can be achieved by
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shortening the name and adding another suffix, or by incorporating a physical flaw
at the beginning or end of the name. On the other hand, nicknames with positive
meanings, such as those implying goodness, eloquence, or capability, as well as
occupational nicknames and nicksssss vvvvvv ooan hke mmues ff a oooo@cs nnnnmn
or ancestors, are perceived positively. Such nicknames are often chosen for poets
and athletes, providing them with a distinguished and acceptable identity.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

This study presents data on the most prevalent types of nicknames in the trilingual
ii eeeeeee sss kkaaa,, ss ee 1l ss hle sssssssssss hle 1111 ***” s yhhhhtwwssss ssrrr nnn
ddd tt*>>”* ccennam... Amnng hle aaooss tysss ff ii nnnam,, hleee eeceeee 0o
names, emotions, personality traits, places, and other categories are the most
common. Negative nicknames typically pertain to physical attributes and personality
sessess 5, 11111111 11 hle cnnnnn nnis emhhssss ss ootttt y nnd nmiiii iy. nn hle
process of naming, young individuals exhibit their cultural literacy and linguistic
awareness; nicknames serve as a reflection of complex social interactions. These
ooggg nriii uusss ddddooii wwtt >’>*’ ii nnnmnss mrr e gggyyyyyyddd trrrr rrr
more positively. In this trilingual village, nicknames are primarily assigned to
marginalized individuals, those who do not speak the dominant language as their
first language, and those who hold different ethnic views.
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