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Abstract

Having been endowed with forms and meanings different from other words in a language as well as other special
structural features such as reduplicative structure, onomatopoeic words are regarded as linguistic universals, widely
involved in the formation and derivation of new onomatopoeic words. Examining the structure of onomatopoeic
words and mulling over their semantic properties in Russian and Persian languages, this study found that the general
process of onomatopoeic words’ derivation is different in the two languages. Moreover, this study indicated that
typological differences between Russian, as an inflectional and agglutinative language, and Persian, as an analytical
and agglutinative language, play pivotal roles in the construction of different patterns as well as different word-
formation processes, governing the formation of onomatopoeic words. Moreover, the study of semantic aspects of
word-formation processes illustrated that this class of words have a category-building role in Russian. This is while in
Persian onomatopoeic words, in addition to the primary onomatopoeic and categorical meanings, another semantic
layer including certain aspects such as plurality, diversity, hypocorism, and continuance is added to the derived
onomatopoeic words.
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Introduction

One of the significant features of onomatopoeic words is that they trigger the formation of new onomatopoeic words.
The derived words have the onomatopoeic productive base and create new onomatopoeic words that belong to different
word classes. This is mainly based on following the common word-formation processes in language. Similar to the
other words in a language, new onomatopoeic words play important roles in a sentence. For example, in Persian, the
verb "ouoe"[to roar], the adjective "se"[ a growler], the adverb "o\ _&"[roaring] and the noun "Jioe"[roar] are
derived from the onomatopoeic word " _¢ " [roar, growl] which is the sound of a toad. Likewise, in Russian, the verb "
xoxoraTh "[ to laugh out loud], the nouns " xoxot "[ laughing out loud] and "xoxotyn "[ someone who laughs out loud]
are derived from the onomatopoeic word "xo " [ha] which instantiate the sound of laughter. Analyzing the structure of
onomatopoeic words both in Russian and Persian languages as well as extracting the word-formation processes
involved in their construction, the present study indicated the general derivational processes of onomatopoeic words in
the two languages. It also identified the governing patterns of onomatopoeia formation. Moreover, this study
investigated the semantic aspects of the applied word-formation processes and the connotative meanings added to the
meaning of the basic onomatopoeic words.

Materials and Methods

This is a mixed-method study with a descriptive and qualitative approach. In this study, firstly, the structure of 596
randomly selected samples was analyzed so as to identify and classify word-formation methods involved in the
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derivation of onomatopoeic words in Russian and Persian. In the next step, the frequency of the examined samples in
each word class was extracted so as to determine the frequency of each method. The analyzed data in Persian (320
instances) come from the "Dictionary of the Onomatopoeic Words in the Persian Language" (Kamiyar-Vahidian, 1996).
The process of collecting Russian onomatopoeic words (276 instances) involved two stages. Firstly, the Russian
onomatopoeic words were all collected from different articles and dissertations that had examined Russian
onomatopoeic words (e.g., Aliyeva, 2014, 2018; Tishina, 2010; Trityakova, 1985). Secondly, the Russian-Russian
dictionaries were used in order to find out their meanings and functions and also identify other onomatopoeic words
with the same root.

Results and Conclusion

The analysis of the structure of onomatopoeic words in Russian and Persian languages indicated that typological
differences between the two languages play an influential role in selecting onomatopoeic word-formation methods.
Russian, belonging to the inflectional and agglutinative type of language, revealed a greater tendency to attach the
suffixes to the productive base of onomatopoeic words. This is largely due to its inflectional structure (60% frequency).
Persian is an analytical-agglutinative language; therefore, due to its analytical structure, compounding is very active
process (46% frequency) in the derivation of onomatopoeic words. Moreover, due to its agglutinative structure, the
derivation of onomatopoeic words by through suffixation is ranked second among the word formation processes (38%
frequency). However, the compounding or other related processes do not play any role in the formation of
onomatopoeic words in Russian. The inflectional structure of Russian has been widely reflected in the formation of
verbs that are directly derived from onomatopoeic words. This study indicated that there are different processes
governing onomatopoeic word-formation patterns in the two languages. In Russian, the first level of derivation belongs
to verbs, and 79% of noun-onomatopoeic words are made up of verbs. This is while in Persian, the first level of
derivation belongs to verbs and second level to nouns. It is important to note that nouns are directly derived from
onomatopoeic words. In Russian, the dominant pattern for the derivation of onomatopoeic words is « Onomatopoeic
word — Verb — Noun, Adjective, and Adverb». However, the dominant pattern in Persian is «Onomatopoeic word —
Noun; Onomatopoeic word — Adjective; Onomatopoeic word — Verb; Onomatopoeic word — Adverb; Onomatopoeic
word — Verb — Adjective, Adverb; Onomatopoeic word — Noun — Adjective, Adverb». This study also
demonstrated that the greater diversity of word-formation methods in Persian in comparison with Russian lies in the
ratio of verb-to-noun onomatopoeic words as well as the diversity of connotative meanings. Furthermore, the ratio of
verb-to-noun onomatopoeic words is 194 to 82 in Russian and 123 to 107 in Persian. In addition, Russian onomatopoeic
words mainly convey the central categorical meaning of word classes such as doing an action, naming the subject or
action, quality, or state, but onomatopoeic words in Persian have added other semantic aspects such as plurality,
sequence, endearing, continuance, intensity, diminutive, capability, and the like.
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Table 1- Verb-onomatopoeic words in Russian
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Table 2- Verb-onomatopoeic words in Russian
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Table 3- Verb-onomatopoeic words in Russian
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Chart 1- Methods of formation of verb-onomatopoeic words in Russian
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Table 4- Verb-onomatopoeic words in Persian
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Table 5- Noun-onomatopoeic words in Russian
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Table 6- Noun-onomatopoeic words in Russian
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Chart 3- Methods of formation of noun-onomatopoeic words in Russian
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Table 7- Noun-onomatopoeic words in Persian

S diges o

N9 (slxo ol g 1631g19Tpl 19Tk
S cadoudlie 23] ™1 eololgle o'f
¢ ole 83531 S LSS T
. Nalb e oo
B R R . m
S oy, 30 51 Fasir
v oS, RPN
bl ¢ o g real (Glas b v..n\
ot 5 S Sl Bl Ja 1SS B cc
3 5, 33
o 55 0 e bt b el b o 2 P g Sale S
b5 S5
J.«.G(,..A Y¥ L ng&‘«.‘)‘;f:ﬁ‘u‘;‘f ).J!‘Jg:AbEJ
st B gy
Q.\}‘ﬂcb.ﬁ\gg-cbu\ilﬁ - cdig o
Sl el (s v (2! B gy Sk Sk ko
saslen ¥ duk ob
Sloady 2 B ey S S
SEREN oy 5 w5
v L. = a3
o] .
A & (il &
aon o Ol ¢ 320k T S
el 6l (55 0 slan L L Jas o = 7
] S5 Se = o
S u;f
oLy
o =3 ' ( ) "y o -
[P B 5 o slan b gl S gu) Blazil S 5 _
5 ke ~ ~ = 5S 5 o S

d https://doi.org/10.22108/jrl.2023.136996.1734


https://doi.org/10.22108/jrl.2023.136996.1734

VEY Okl 3 5lgr YA o osled e gl oslad o 5l Il cOlgiont ol ¢ sl slatas 3

213 OLES 25 )13 g0 Sy 30 Ol oo 1) (o)B 0L 55 (gontl S3115TRL VY sl 255 0 gy lrenls (o o

AL 5 S ) ea g8 JalS H) S8 all
AJL}LJ \53_\‘9._\

ERES

03y 8l JulS Sl S8 ol 81 gy

2l

~

‘;»)lé O 30 (owl ‘Slbejljlj-"ﬁb' o>l ‘Slbv’faj; -f 19903

Chart 4- Methods of formation of noun-onomatopoeic words in Persian
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Table 8- Adjective-onomatopoeic words in Russian
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Table 9- Adjective-onomatopoeic words in Persian

bizo Sladgo ol L 19197 oL 19Tpk
wig st . oSl 9y s 831519Tpl 91pb
cusoalin o F F
)'Lwé;lé Cdo 4 ) aJ.'\..:L_:: ol gj‘b. 2
A gy
Sl 5 e sliae Ve P 3y O3 08 S eSs
\Y oSl
e AR - SF IR
' S S ks 5 '
Clae b b i \e )
. Sl 32531 oSS SER B FAGE
oS

Snd Slao3lglgTel F-)-F
5L B Sl A (S gy a8 b (Slae515Tol ST 31 sy O o Jo Ll Ol S (slin b o (slatd

A.S@@“)da\:;ﬁh&a;Wjéﬁghoj;)bbﬁyuZ)fjbhb)ub‘au\.&bb&xﬁdho}‘)b-{rb

993 O3 35 Gd Bo3lglgTet - - Jouo
Table 10- Adverb-onomatopoeic words in Russian
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Table 11- Adverb-onomatopoeic words in Persian
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Chart 5- Methods of formation of onomatopoeic words in Russian
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Chart 6- Methods of formation of onomatopoeic words in Persian
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Figure 1- The process of derivation of onomatopoeic words in Russian
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Figure 2- The process of derivation of onomatopoeic words in Persian
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