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1- Introduction

With the US invasion of Iraq in 2003, which led to the fall of the Baathist regime, the Kurds,
along with the Shiites, became the two main sides of the power triangle in the new Iraqi
structure. While participating in the formation of the Iragi government in their region, the
Kurds had a relatively stable and growing semi-presidential-parliamentary political structure.
However, with the rise of ISIS (2014 to 2017) and then the consequences of holding the
independence referendum (2017), the growing economy of the Kurdistan region in the north
faced many problems and severe bottlenecks.

All these conditions have caused the ambitious development plans in the Kurdistan Region to
face ambiguity and serious questions, an issue that has had a significant impact within this
region and it seems that the regional developments and the way of playing and the regional
security position of the Kurdistan Region are the most important level. It is effective in this
situation. In this regard, the main question is, what effect has been in the crisis-producing
region of the Middle East had on the economic development plan of the Kurdistan Regional
Government?

2- Theoretical framework

This article examines the obstacles and problems of the economic development program of
the Kurdistan region of Iraq and its prospects in the framework of the theory of the regional
security complex of Bari Buzan. Even though Bozan has always mentioned the Kurds in his
various works about the Middle East, in his theory, they have considered a marginal role for
them in the form of internal analysis in the four countries with a Kurdish population.

But the occurrence of three important events: the US attack on Iraq (2003), the Arab Spring
(2011), and the rise of ISIS (2014) had a significant impact on increasing the role and status of
the Kurds, especially in the two countries of Iraq and Syria. According to the findings of
Ardeshir Pashang's doctoral thesis, this has had a significant impact on the regional security
complex of the Middle East. In this way, this region has a new subdivision, the Kurdish
Regional Security Subdivision is the fourth security department in the Middle East.

3- Methodology

The method of writing this article is a combination of three historical-adaptive, descriptive-
analytical, and content-analysis methods. To collect information from the library method and
take samples from various written and internet sources, as well as conducting interviews with
several leaders and personalities, responsible and political officials, active and prominent
professors and researchers, and using the "content analysis" method in this field is used.
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4- Discussion

In 2010, Nichirvan Barzani, the Prime Minister of the Kurdistan Regional Government of
Irag, in an official speech, announced the economic development program of this region to
become the "second Dubai" of the Middle East. However, the economic development plans of
this region faced many challenges:

The first part - the theoretical challenges of the economic development program of the
Kurdistan region of Iraq

1. Paradox of stability: To achieve development, stability is needed, but the interests of the
Kurds in the Kurdistan region have mostly been obtained through instability. As much as the
Iragi central government has faced crisis and instability, the Kurds have achieved more
success, thus creating a paradoxical situation for the economic development plans of the
Kurdistan Region.

2. State-centeredness of development theories: The Kurdistan Region is legally a political
unit under the Iragi government, and as a result, in practice, it cannot have much freedom of
action to choose independent development strategies and programs.

The second part - the practical challenges of the economic development program of the
Kurdistan Region of Irag

Practical challenges have been investigated at three levels: domestic, national, and regional-
international

The most important challenges at the domestic level are political-administrative problems,
lack of elite consensus, domestic economic problems, and widespread structural corruption.
The most important challenges at the national level are the delay in the implementation of
Article 140 of the Constitution, lack of understanding with the central government on the
budget, problems related to the Peshmerga forces, tension over how to sell oil and gas
independently, the issue of interpreting the Constitution and how to manage revenues.
customs. The most important regional and international challenges are geopolitical
bottlenecks and lack of direct access to open waters, crises caused by the emergence of ISIS,
tension, and conflict with rival Kurdish parties in the region, tension with neighbors
(governments of Iran, Turkey, and Syria), relations with the United States.

5- Conclusion and recommendations

The economic development plans of the Kurdistan region of Iraq as an emerging actor in the
Middle East region are largely affected by the political relations of this actor at various levels,
especially at the regional level and actors such as Iran and Turkey. Reducing internal
problems trying to create a timetable for the gradual solution of existing problems with
Baghdad and adopting a balancing policy in regional relations should be among other
priorities to reduce the challenges of the development program of this region.

Another important issue is determining the priorities of the authorities of the Kurdistan
Region of Iraq for the future, whether they still want to be a part of Iraq in the short to
medium term, or whether they will once again step on the path of secession. with the presence
of different actors, in the first case, this subgroup mainly seeks to increase relations and create
a kind of mutual dependence, in the second case, it will probably show aggressive and
preventive behavior like the experience of the referendum in 2017, which each of these two
cases will have effects It will have a completely different effect on the economic development
and regional stability of Kurdistan.
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