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1-Introduction

Countries compete for the attention, attraction, and respect of investors, tourists, consumers,
immigrants, media, and governments of other countries. Therefore, having a strong and positive
brand for a nation is a relative and vital advantage, and countries need to know how people around
the world see them. Imaging, enhancing the existing image, and creating a new and desirable image
and mindset are the essence of national branding. Business interactions in the form of economic
diplomacy is an efficient strategy for national branding, and this approach, as one of the pillars of
modern diplomacy, can help to improve the brand and national image of countries by conquering
regional and global markets in line with the growth of trade and exports.

The main issue of this research is to analyze the role and position of economic and commercial
diplomacy in the national branding of countries. In this regard, it is important to identify and use
successful experiences in the field of national branding based on economic interactions. Countries
like China, Turkey, and Qatar have benefited from the expansion of economic and trade relations to
improve their brand and national image. By understanding the importance of national branding and
the application of economic and commercial aspects of diplomacy, these countries have been able
to present a powerful and popular image of themselves to the world in addition to strengthening
their national power. In this regard, the main research question is how the selected countries (China,
Turkey, and Qatar) have benefited from economic and commercial diplomacy to promote their
national brand.

2-Theoretical framework

Considering the relationship between politics and economy (economic diplomacy is the
intersection of these two categories in the international arena) and in a comprehensive definition of
economic diplomacy, it can be said that "Economic diplomacy is the art of designing,
implementing and pursuing a country's foreign policy in international economic relations.” It is
known for using a variety of political-economic measures and tools to secure its national interests
outside the borders, helping to maintain the general balance in the domestic market, and finally
supporting domestic businesses in interacting with cross-border markets. This understanding of
economic diplomacy requires support for national and international technologies assimilation,
balanced promotion of intelligent power sources, management of global effects of phenomena,
understanding of complex economic interdependencies, formation of regional economic
arrangements, maximum facilitation of foreign trade, maintaining the equal value of the national
currency and exploitative presence. It is in regimes and international organizations. In this regard, a
set of dimensions and components of economic diplomacy are proposed, which include: foreign
trade (export and import of goods and services); attracting foreign direct investment and supporting
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the expansion of investment abroad; Management of bilateral and multilateral trade agreements and
investment treaties; Commercial transit and logistics; international marketing process; financial
transactions; Technology Transfer; tourism development; Management of foreign and development
aid; Management of labor migration and recruitment of elites and specialists; networking by
mobilizing companies, universities, think tanks and chambers of commerce; and promotion of the
national brand and image.

Commercial diplomacy is one of the subcategories of economic diplomacy that is related to
micro-economics and issues such as foreign trade, regardless of the pursuit of political and non-
economic goals (although influenced by them), and it means the activity of specialized government
agencies to support the financial provision of domestic businesses in the direction of It is to
promote the competitiveness of the country's economy and domestic companies abroad.

National branding is used by many governments as a tool to spread certain images of a country
and is close to the term "national prestige" in the literature of international relations. In fact, with
the increasing competition in the global market, national branding seeks to develop an attractive
and positive image to support the presence and influence of nations in the international arena and
strengthen the economic performance of countries. National branding attracts tourists, scientific
elites, and professional talents (skilled workforce), encourages foreign investment, increases
exports and currency stability, enhances international status and influence, and in addition increases
national prestige and pride.

3- Methodology

The approach of this research is qualitative and exploratory. The research method is descriptive-
analytical research and a case study has been used. Based on this, by reviewing the library
resources and optimizing the three successful experiences of China, Turkey, and Qatar, how to use
economic and commercial diplomacy strategies to strengthen the national brand is investigated.

4- Discussion

Three successful experiences of China, Turkey, and Qatar in the field of economic diplomacy and
national branding were analyzed. Through the investigation, it was found that these 3 countries
have strategies such as expanding trade with developing countries, attracting foreign direct
investment, investing in industries with a competitive advantage, exporting products with advanced
technology, supporting the private sector and large export companies, partnership In international
economic forums, they took advantage of granting financial and development aid, exporting
technical-engineering services and strengthening tourism to promote their national brand.

5- Conclusions and Suggestions

The planning and implementation of the foreign policy of each country by the governments can
significantly lead to "building, promoting and promoting the brand of that country”. A part of this
foreign policy is defined in the field of economic and commercial diplomacy, which is naturally
placed in a two-way relationship with the national brand of that country.

The findings of the current research in the study of the examples of China, Turkey, and Qatar
showed that governments need to use diplomacy to create economic and commercial opportunities
to achieve a better position and good reputation in the eyes of other nations. Undoubtedly, how
selected countries use economic and commercial diplomacy to promote their national brand has
useful lessons for the Islamic Republic of Iran, which can pave the way for this strategic arena by
maintaining Islamic-Iranian considerations.
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