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Extended abstract

1- Introduction

Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1778-1712), is considered one of the most influential thinkers of the Age
of Enlightenment. Rousseau clearly states in his essay "Discourse on the Causes of Inequality” that
there is a direct relation between inequality and private property as the first sin of inequality. This
article is fundamental theoretical and critical, methodology relies on the theory of contradiction and
conflict, and seeks the question of what are the elements and components of Rousseau's theoretical
anthropology and how can be generalized and interpreted with the roots of inequality in Rousseau's
political economy? The result shows that although Rousseau's view of private property in the
political economy essay and the discourse essay on inequality seem different, the roots of human
moral/social inequality are in the components of his theoretical anthropology, especially natural
man and civil man, main concepts such as love for self, pity and compassion, as well as the
fundamental distinctions of his attitude towards the natural state, primitive man and civilized man
(compared to the teachings of the Catholic Church, the theory of the natural state of Hobbes and the
civil state of Locke) in changing the area of inequality from God and the individual to law and
society.

2- Methodology

The theoretical framework of the research is based on the theory of contradiction and structural
conflict in the thought of Karl Marx and Antonio Gramsci. In sociology, there are two main views
on social inequality. One point of view is aligned with the theory of functionalism and the other
with the theory of conflict. Functionalist theorists believe that inequality is inevitable and desirable
and plays an important role in society (pope, 1976: 361-379). On the other hand, conflict theorists
see inequality as a result of the dominance of powerful groups over less powerful groups (Giddens,
1385: 242). They believe that social inequality prevents and hinders social progress because those
in power oppress the powerless to maintain the status quo.

3- Results and Discussion

In this article, the foundation of Rousseau's social philosophy is criticism of the nature of natural
man; idea of nature, criticism of wisdom,; Instinct of selfishness, instinct of altruism, compassion
and pity, comparison, luxury and need, critique of social contract and the government, we explained
that Rousseau's innovation, which overshadowed the entirety of his thought, is the issue of law and
society. Rousseau believed that the source of human happiness and suffering is in society. Private
property is the first sin (evil demon) that begins the process of natural man's decline. Rousseau
briefly stated that inequality is caused by property, but increasingly inequality is caused by the
growth of the human spirit. He said that pride among people and discrimination in ownership led to
inequality between the rich and the poor, so laws were enacted to protect rights, and civil society
eventually degraded into severe slavery, inequality, and ambition. A natural person loses his ability
to live in society in such a way that his desires overwhelm him and he loses his independence. He
understood that no one can be free without a majority that believes in popular sovereignty as the
only legitimate way of organizing government. He played a major role in spreading these ideas.
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Rousseau (1754) uses the theory of social contract to explain the origin of human inequality.
According to Rousseau, the previous studies of the state of nature failed because they assumed
human nature to be fixed. Instead, Rousseau says: "One must examine man as nature had formed
him" (1754: 376). Although the state of nature has never existed in history (Rousseau, 1754: 377,
380), this concept was chosen as a thought experiment to discover what is inherent in human nature
and what is artificially created by society and social interaction. (Rousseau, 1754: 376, 380). There
are two instincts in humans: self-preservation and aversion to seeing suffering (Rousseau, 1754:
378, 390-392). But socialization is not natural in humans (Rousseau, 1754: 378). Other alleged
attributes of human nature, such as desire and pride are real, but the products of social life are not
inherent in human nature (Rousseau, 1754: 380, 398). Natural man was like other non-social
animals (1754: 381, 386, 389, 395), for such a real person was not objective the concepts like good
and bad, virtue and vice (Rousseau, 1754: 390). For the asocial entity has no relevance the natural
person has no concept of "mine and yours" as a subject. They never insult or feel personally
offended. Physical injuries by others never make them feel less dignified or victimized (Rousseau,
1754: 392, 424).

After the progress of society, these human characteristics changed. First, man makes tools to
overcome physical challenges (Rousseau, 1754: 95). At the same time as this process, humans are
superior to other animals, which creates first impulses of pride and individuality; began to
understand himself (Rousseau, 1754: 396). But there was still no language (Rousseau, 1754: 396).
Then, the nuclear family appeared (Rousseau, 1754: 397) and as new social bonds and relationships
spread, people began to value honor and fame (Rousseau, 1754: 398). Moral outrage and insult
became a greater injury than physical injury itself, and people began to take revenge for small
things (Rousseau, 1754: 398-424). Revenge and new institutions of property created a need for
punishment and justice (Rousseau, 1754: 398, 400), and new vices appeared: ostentation, cunning,
envy, competition, and above all, the desire to profit from others. (Rousseau, 1754: 400-401). In
short, social interaction and the transition from hunter-gatherer society to agriculture fueled pride,
greed, ambition, materialism, and greed. In addition, with the rise of private property and division
of labor, moral (unnatural) inequality arose- with no counterpart or basis in natural physical
inequality some set out to accumulate more property than others (Rousseau, 1754: 399-400). At this
stage, an illegitimate social contract is created. Moreover, these masters would be very forced to
preserve their property, yet they know that circumstances can accidentally change (Rousseau, 1754:
401). They worry about instability; Therefore, the rich and powerful manipulate the social contract
and invent and justify “special reasons". They claim that the government needs to protect everyone
equally and fairly; But in reality, this reinforces their inequality and makes usurpation the right
thing (Rousseau, 1754: 402); Therefore, the social contract, under the title of promoting justice,
only institutionalizes injustice. Therefore, the contract is a false and fraudulent contract (Mills,
2007: 82). It is similar to the Marxist conception of the modern state that liberalism as a rule of law
is merely an ideological superstructure that hides the truth — that the state serves the private class
interests (bourgeoisie). Rousseau's view is a reminder of Marx's idea that the state's claim to justice
simply hides the reality because the state is built to protect the unequal rule of the powerful elite
(Mills, 2007: 82).

4- Conclusion and suggestions

The contract relies on freedom, which will lead to unity of the contract, which is no longer
obedience, but the person obeys his will. It is a part of the general will of the individual. From
Rousseau's point of view, such a contract does not require force and violence. Rousseau believed
that the true concept of freedom comes from this relationship with the true concept of law. Because
the real characteristic of freedom is not the breaking of reins, but a free declaration of law.
Rousseau's whole effort in the social contract is to find (provide) a form of society in which the
unifying force of its political organization preserves the individuality of each member of society,
while the individual is united with other people at the same time. Within the union, a person obeys
his will. Finally, each person surrenders himself to everyone; But it is not entrusted to anyone. He
gains what he loses. In such a contract, a person does not obey anyone else's will except his own.
The result is that thereby the contract, a person forever loses his natural independence in a natural
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state, but they have exchanged the natural situation with a better and safer situation.
Goethe noted that with Voltaire “it will be the old world that ends, while with Rousseau it is a new
world that begins.”
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