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Extended abstract

1- INTRODUCTION

Since the 1950s, various models have been implemented in societies to enhance their socio-
economic status. This research aims to compare different development perspectives and their
alternatives, examining the perspectives that emerged in the historical context from around
1950 and exploring their interrelationships. By conducting this comparison, new perspectives
and their characteristics can be identified, contributing to the improvement of societies.
Additionally, considering the current global situation, this study seeks to highlight the
significance of alternative development perspectives and the reasons why they should be
taken into account.

2- Theoretical Framework

To facilitate the comparison of different perspectives, an overview of development approaches
following World War 11 is presented to provide clarity on the concept of development. The
research examines modernization theory, the ECLA (Economic Commission for Latin America)
school, and the market-oriented approach within the development discourse. Furthermore, it
analyzes post-development alternative perspectives such as envelopment, eco-socialism, and
ecofeminism, elucidating their relationship with the development concept.

3- Methodology

The research employs discourse analysis as the methodology to compare development
perspectives and their alternatives. The analysis will shed light on the differences between the
development discourse and post-development discourse within a discursive framework.
Furthermore, the research aims to explain the significance of alternative development
perspectives, considering the current global conditions.

4- Results & Discussion

While societies can benefit from achievements, models, and inputs from other contexts, they
cannot simply import development. Instead, the creative interaction of a society with its
unique surrounding circumstances leads to improved conditions. The envelopment
perspective offers a novel approach to development that is not external or imitative.
Emphasizing intrinsic characteristics is a key aspect of the envelopment perspective. In
contrast, the linear, Western-centric, imitative, growth-based, and one-dimensional
development discourse has caused global disasters.

Alternative approaches, such as envelopment, ecofeminism, and eco-socialism, offer new
paths for less developed countries, liberating them from developmental hazards and the
negative consequences of the global division of labor. The perspectives of development, post-
development, eco-socialism, and ecofeminism have become dissociated in comparison with
the envelopment alternative approach. The new conceptualizations resulting from the
envelopment approach highlight the necessity of considering envelopment theories in light of
existing realities. Hence, improvement always arises from within a society, and development
cannot be prescribed externally. The creative interaction between a society and its
surrounding circumstances results in improved conditions.
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5- Conclusions & Suggestion

The development discourse is characterized by concepts such as Western-centrism, economism,
growth-centrism, and imposition. Post-development has emerged as an alternative to development,
and the envelopment approach represents the latest that took shape within this context. While post-
development and eco-socialism align with envelopment to some extent, they have limitations and
tend to be one-dimensional.

Approaches like envelopment go beyond theoretical abstraction and offer practical and applied
plans for bringing about change. It can be seen as a practical framework that provides both critique
and practical guidelines. Post-development exhibits an uncritical attitude towards local
communities and cultural traditions. Envelopment discourse, on the other hand, is open,
constructive, creative, and sensitive to the realities of everyday life while emphasizing respect for
diversity and promoting it, underscoring local knowledge and practices, challenging the centrality
of the economy in human life, and strong opposition to capitalist development. However, it is not
specifically interested in the uniqueness of local communities nor provides a distinct defense of
their achievements. In terms of subject matter, envelopment entails engaging with political
economy, sociology, and political and applied anthropology.

Given the consequences of development, adopting the envelopment approach is justified as it
allows each society to flourish based on its intrinsic capabilities. Moreover, the envelopment
approach relies on the indigenous capacities of grassroots movements, including NGOs. It is worth
noting that others cannot prescribe development. While societies can profit from achievements,
models, and inputs from elsewhere, they cannot simply import development from other contexts.
The creative interaction between a society and its surrounding circumstances is what leads to
improved conditions.
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