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1- Introduction

A city is an area extended for interactions, agencies, and the formation of a collective memory. It
cannot turn into an artificial archipelago, and its social space is not threatened with segregation.
Therefore, synergic communications and interactions must be established between the districts and
neighborhoods of an urban society. In The Death and Life of Great American Cities, Jane Jacobs
addressed the urban redevelopment projects aimed mainly at serving islands inside a city.
According to Jacobs, the separated neighborhoods cannot be targeted. In recent years, holistic
urban policies have posed more serious threats to a historically talented city like Kermanshah than
ever before due to the emergence of non-places and boundary vacuum. Traffic structures,
especially non-level intersections, are an exemplar of non-places with destructive impacts. Known
as large-scale concrete obstacles that divide the city into separate segments, these non-level
intersections are analyzed in this study.

2- Theoretical Framework

We must analyze threatening concepts such as boundary vacuum and non-places in the analysis of
civil life, especially in urban paths. In addition to addressing urban redevelopment projects in The
Death and Life of Great American Cities, Jane Jacobs divided the entire urban land into the public
land (used by the public) and the special land (to perceive the abnormal behavior of boundary). The
special land is not usually used as a public venue by people. Containing no people, the special land
is considered a geographical obstacle and a vacuum. These boundaries divide cities and disintegrate
neighborhoods on both sides. Some urban structures today lack the anthropological features of a
place, something which was addressed by Marc Augé in Non-Places: Introduction to an
Anthropology of Supermodernity. According to Augé, frequent scale changes have objectively
organized considerable material transformations. In addition to defining a place within boundaries
of time and space, Augé believes that non-places are facilitating structures, e.g., highways and non-
level intersections, that allow people and products to move fast.

3- Methodology

Urban critical research is one of the new methods for addressing theoretical differences from
capitalism concerning the organization of urban life and space, especially in the early 2000s. Since
markets are considered one of the most effective public spaces in urban life today, this study
analyses the negative impacts of traffic structures on local markets. The statistical population
included all businesses running between the non-level intersections of Velayat and Imam Hossein
in Kermanshah, Kermanshah Province (Iran). For this purpose, the types and combinations of local
businesses were observed from spring 2020 to summer 2021. The methods of data collection and
analysis were divided into theoretical (document analysis) and practical (data collection and
analysis) sections.

4- Results & Discussion
The non-level intersections of Velayat and Imam Hossein were constructed over the eastern trunk
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road of Kermanshah to reduce the traffic load in the main corridor and trunk road of this city. To
construct the former, Lab-e Ab Square was destroyed at the intersection of Shahid Beheshti
Boulevard and Tag-e Bostan Boulevard, whereas the latter was constructed by destroying Imam
Hossein Square. The businesses running in Shahid Shemshadian Boulevard (i.e., the research area)
were divided into relevant, irrelevant, and middle categories (the middle category includes the
businesses that can diversify the market and can be linked to the characteristics of urban
neighborhoods), as they provide a public space for people to rest, meet each other, go sightseeing,
and procure daily household supplies. The formation of businesses in this area looks more like an
industrial market as in a county market or an industrial town than an urban area. Even if the middle
businesses are added to relevant businesses, 32 economic activities (8 relevant and 24 middle
businesses) can be considered local businesses that account for 203 centers (7.15%) in total. This
figure indicates the deterioration of this public space as opposed to the 84.3% dominance of
irrelevant businesses. Hence, the social space has declined in terms of diversity and liveliness due
to the absence of the use of intermixture and the irrelevance of existing businesses to daily life.

5- Conclusions & Suggestions

The concepts of civil life depend greatly on a city experienced by its citizens. Within the human-
oriented urban diversity framework, paths must be lively and dynamic. In other words,
communication obstacles must be minimized. The closed and isolated areas analyzed in this study
indicated the one-sided communication with Ta’avon Town (towards this town) and the completely
closed neighborhood of Hekmat Abad due to the construction of two non-places and the emergence
of a boundary vacuum concerning adjacent areas. Therefore, Shahid Shemshadian Boulevard is
seen as an island inside the city. Moreover, there will be an eternal slum if the destructive effects of
confinement are intensified by the lack of diversity and liveliness. Eternal slums are completely
unable to maintain their residents. They also fail to allow their citizens to create roots. This
important area of the city lacks certain advantages such as diversity and communication with
adjacent neighborhoods. Therefore, physical changes and holistic policymaking act against urban
liveliness and dynamic communications in a city.
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