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Extended abstract

1- Introduction

Communication and transportation technologies, as one of the most important infrastructures for
the economic and political development of countries, have an important position in increasing
the power of countries; Invention and expansion of railways and trains is one of the factors in
expanding the scale of markets, which plays an important role in economic growth. Since the
beginning of the 19th century, the railway gained a special position among other transportation
methods due to its features such as the largest share in freight transportation, safety, and
economic efficiency. It became an important factor for the colonial powers to advance their
goals in the colonial lands and to compete among themselves. Many Iranian intellectuals and
statesmen, influenced by the West and Europe, considered rail transportation an important issue
in the thought and practice of Iran's reform programs and a symbol of modernization. From this
time on, in Qajar and then Pahlavi era Iran, taking care of the road was theorized as a symbol of
progress. The political and prestige view of super projects in Iran, the difference over the priority
of road or rail, railway routes, the choice of the countries implementing it, the competition of
foreigners over it, the opposition of traditionalists to modern tools which reduce their power, the
competition over economic interests among political groups and the opposition of traditional
business owners to it due to the elimination of some jobs have been the most important issue of
the political economy of the railways in Iran. Some of these are discussed in the framework of
the theory of creative destruction in this article.

2- Theoretical Framework

Joseph Schumpeter (1942) used the term creative destruction in his book "Capitalism, Socialism
and Democracy". He believed that creative destruction is a necessary element for the creation and
development of the market, and the old structure of the economy will be transformed from within
and by the industrial revolution, and a new structure will replace it. From his point of view, the
worry and fear of creative destruction is the main reason for the lack of any sustainable growth in
the level of human life from the Neolithic Age to the Industrial Revolution. Technological
innovation makes human societies rich, but it also requires replacing the old with the new and
destroying the special economic power and political power of some people. Thinkers like
Ajamoglu and Robinson have defined the entry of the railway into society as “creative
destruction™ which causes a transformation in the basic history of that society and the transition
from the monopoly of the minority to the open access of the majority to the sources of power and
wealth in that society. From this point of view, oppositions take place in two ways in traditional
societies: on the first side, from the absolute personal sovereignty, which considers the emergence
and expansion of new technologies at the level of society as a danger to break the monopoly of its
power, and some colonial powers, which because of the presence of exploitative institutions They
do not allow new technologies to enter the colonial country. From the second aspect, opposition to
the entry of new technologies in transitioning societies is made by some elites and intellectuals,
the clergy, and supporters of the old order. Each of them had a special reason to oppose; Among
other things, the entry of the railway and any new technology at the level of society caused the
formation of a centralized and absolute national power, the influence of the government among
the people, and the destruction of traditional jobs and values.
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3- Methodology

The approach of this research is political economy and the method of gathering information in
the current research is library-based and using documentary sources and oral history
(memoirs).

4- Results & Discussion

The failure to enter of the railway in Iran during the Qajar era and its entry into Iran during
the Pahlavi era have always been associated with politics. The deep and unbreakable link
between these two categories should be made meaningful in both internal and external areas;
In other words, in the domestic field, the political system and at the head of it, the king,
intellectuals, and elites who had a reason to oppose new technologies, including the railway,
and in the international field, due to the exploitative policies of foreigners, the establishment
of the railway in Iran competed with the great powers with A century's delay was encountered
after the invention in Europe. Controversies and lack of internal consensus among the elites
about the priority of road or rail, north-south or west-east route, the type of its use, etc. had a
great impact on the delay of its arrival in Iran. On the other hand, after its creation and
expansion, in a cyclical process, it has also had its effects on politics; In a way that has led to
the creation of new social forces and as a result, increased demands and pressure on
governments.

5- Conclusions & Suggestions

The dispute over the entry and benefits of the railway between yesterday's political elites has
turned into different and conflicting political analyses among today's scholars as well. Some
consider it a way of securing the interests of England, some consider it the way of securing
the personal interests of Reza Shah, and some consider it in a realistic way as a great effort to
modernize Iran, although with a delay of a century. Rail policies and the emergence of new
technologies after the revolution have not yet saved themselves from politics either in analysis
or in implementation, and they have serious opponents. An opposition that leads to
technological stoppage for the next generations.
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