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Abstract
Mysticism and philosophy have different methods to know the truth. The former is

based on rational arguments and the latter uses heart intuitions. This methodic
difference, however, will not lead to confrontation of content, because each of them
will gain the truth if they proceed according to the standards; i.e. the single
gradational truth whom each of them will find in proportion to their own capacity.
The difference of these findings is longitudinal and gradational, not traverse and
confrontational, in a way that one single external truth is found in both upper and
lower levels of perception. As a result, the propositions originated from proof and
intuition support, not falsify, one another. Thus, mystical propositions are rational,
not irrational or anti-rational. On the other hand, each of these methods have
advantages over others, which makes their mutual interaction essential. Some of the
most important consequences of this interaction are as follows: (1) the role of reason
in assessing, imaging and proving the intuitive content; (2) the role of intuition in
strengthen the image of the problem, finding the middle term, and increasing the
rational certitude. The present article uses a descriptive-analytical method to explain
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the graded linkage of mysticism and demonstration as well as their mutual
interaction.

Key Words: mysticism, philosophy, gradational relationship, inseparability,
rationality of mysticism.

Statement of the problem

The mystics’ ultimate intuitions display the uniqueness of the existence and its
various manifestations. In addition, the goal of philosophical arguments is to know
the characteristics that existence has, before adhering to the constraints of
phenomena. Thus, mysticism and philosophy, each with its own method, deal with
recognizing and explaining the existence, and have ontological propositions of their
own. Now, the foundational question is whether the difference of the
abovementioned methods necessarily leads to the difference in content. The
difference of some Platonic and Aristotelian doctrines in the ancient Greece as well
as the confrontation of some philosophical and mystical doctrines in the Islamic
tradition has led some to separation, to the extent that they think these two methods
never can achieve the same result. However, the sophisticated philosophers maintain
that mysticism and demonstration are inseparable, because the difference in method
does not lead to difference in content and only changes the severity in achieving and
believing in content.

Here, some subsidiary questions arise, like the following ones: (1) what are the
advantages or supremacy of mystical intuition and rational demonstration? (2) How
do these advantages make the mutual interaction of mysticism and philosophy
essential? (3) What are the consequences of this mutual interaction? (4) How do the
consequences of mutual interaction lead to the perfection of philosophy and
mysticism?

Research method
The research method in this study is descriptive-analytical.

Research findings

The difference in method between mysticism and philosophy does not lead —
necessarily — to difference in their contents. Mysticism through intuitive method and
philosophy through demonstrative method will achieve the truth if the rules are
followed, the united truth that each of the mentioned methods will find in their own
way. The difference in perceptions is longitudinal and gradational, not transverse
and opposite; That is, the higher level will find the same low perception as superior,
and the lower level will find the same high perception as inferior. Therefore, all
levels of perception have a unique texture and only their intensity and weakness are
different. Therefore, propositions arising from proof and intuition confirm each
other, not deny. The meaning of gradational “Tashkiki link" is nothing but this.
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Therefore, what mystics mean by the fact that "intuition has a mood beyond the
mood of reason’ is qualitative, not quantitative. That is, any number of truths that
are gained through intuitive method can also be gained through demonstrative
method. However, intuition gives it in a higher level and with stronger belief. As a
result, mysticism is rational and the idea of irrational and anti-rational mysticism is
not right. Thus, the reason censured by mystics is either the particular reason infected
by illusion or the peripatetic and/ or static reason in the position of reason. Similarly,
the censure of mysticism by some philosophers is either due to Sufis’ nonsense,
which has nothing to do with true mystics, and sometime due to difficult intuitive
content and imprecise image of them. In these cases, reason can open a way to
rational proof of it with more scrutiny.

Each of intuition and demonstration has advantages over the other, which makes it
necessary for them to have a mutual interaction. The advantage of intuition is that it
is intuitive knowledge, and without intermediation of concept, it achieves the known
external truth. Besides, it has more effect on the human’s existential construction.
Nevertheless, it is a personal affair and, to be presented to others, it needs rational
explanations and demonstrations that make it believable for others. This feature
shows the superiority of reason over intuition. These mutual superiorities show that
mysticism and philosophy must make use of one another to achieve their ultimate
perfection. Of course, philosophy’s enjoyment of intuition does not turn it into
theoretical mysticism, because intuition by itself is never support for accepting a
philosophical proposition, and only facilitates the process of imagination and
judgment, which is wholly demonstrative. The most important axes of this
enjoyment are as follows: (1) deepening the image of the problem; (2) finding the
middle limit; (3) giving idea for seeking the demonstration; (4) negative guidance of
reason; and (5) confirming reason and increase in certitude.

Besides, the mysticism’s enjoyment of rational actions does not turn it into
philosophy, because reason by itself is not a way to achieve any mystical proposition
and it only analyzes and makes cohesive the process of intuition. The most important
axes of mysticism’s enjoyment of rational philosophical actions are as follows: (1)
considering reason as one of the scales and measure for intuition; (2) applying reason
in explaining and proving the intuitive content.
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