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Abstract

Man and his type of encounter with existence have a very high importance and place
in Shariati's thought. Basically Shariati's ontology and anthropology are in strong
connection with each other. Therefore, we can ask what view Shariati's ontology
presents about man and his relationship with "other"? The result displays the duality
of monotheism and contradiction, as the most important unsolvable problem in
Shariati's ontology. This issue aaeee’s dialcctic to rreiii 1 eeer aaaritti's tuuuttt .
The centrality of the dialectical movement in Shariati's ontology forces him to equate
man with rebellion and encounter with popular religion and the modern world, and
this subject of "being in the world" puts man under the shadow of the passion for
liberation ddd eettrsss the ssssiiility of tee dssirall e nnnnnntrr with “other”.
Shariati sometimes provides discontinuous possibilities that indicate the human
subjectivity and a favorable attitude towards "the other", But in the whole of his
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thought system, these possibilities collapse and in the best situation, the ideal
encounter with the other will be an unformed situation in his thought.
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Problem Statement

Shariati's thoughts, as an influential person in the intellectual life of Iranian society,
are still being of interest and interpreted by researchers of the history of Iranian
political thought. This issue can be seen as arising from Shariati's thinking about
fundamental issues such as man and his type of encounter with existence and the
world ahead. Based on this, the question of what is understanding an Iranian people
of himself, and how he interacts with the world and with others is a fundamental
question in Shariati's thought, which is rooted in his way of looking at existence.
This article seeks to answer these questions: 1- What view does Shariati's ontology
provide about human beings? 2- How does this view define the relationship between
"self" and "other"?

Method

This article follows the above questions with Quinten Skinner's hermeneutic method
- which has a text-centered method and context-centered approach - and has put
Martin Buber's view on the encounter of "self" and "other" as its theoretical basis.

Findings and Results

Shariati's thinking begins with negation and this is the basic feature of his perspective
regarding the world. In Shariati's thought, negation does not mean declaring passive
wrath, but means fighting against the monopoly of power, wealth and religion by the
upper class. Shariati proposes the fight against monopoly with the concept of
"Dialectic" and considers it from a religious point of view as "a great divine
providence and tradition in nature”. Therefore, at first glance, Shariati's monotheistic
belief in existence is the support of his. According to Shariati, the monotheistic
worldview is based on unity and harmony, and the contradiction is compatible with
the worldview of polytheism. This issue does not mean that contradiction is formal
in Shariati's thought, because he has many opinions that confirm the independent
existence of contradiction alongside monotheism, and was not show dialectics and
contradiction as a formal issue in his thought.

The first situation where this contradiction is objectified is the philosophy of history.
The centrality of the dialectical movement in Shariati's philosophy of history gives
originality to freedom only in the case of encounter with the existing situation and
coercion with it. This issue can affect "self" communication possibilities and face
limitations.

Shariati search dialectical movement in existence and encounter with the existing
situation in human, and therefore interprets human as "permanent becoming™. Such
an attitude towards man, at first glance, only questions his conditional and
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summarizes man's being in his liberation, but it seems that the possibility of
liberation is also doubtful. It is possible, because liberation is arising from man in
the world being of and seeing him in a context of relationships with existence and
"other".

However, a review of Shariati's works shows the abundance of the "other” in his
words. Shariati does not consider the perfection and excellence of "self" as possible
without "other”, uut tee ttyyy ff the bbbjett of "tthrr" in Srrriati's iiiii 1ittt ”
11 timtt 11y laass to tee ccccliii nn taat aaar.ati ttt rrr ", wnnn ss oompletely identical
to "self" accept, but at the same time, the dialectical element puts both of them in
conflict with the status quo.

Despite what has been said, Shariati cares about human beings in a general sense,
regardless of ethnic, religious and linguistic boundaries, and his whole effort is to
save man from the domination of the dominant structures, such as instrumental
rationality, the domination of the rich, pawerful and cheater classes, and the
domination of the colonialist forces. One of the brilliant topics in this field is
Shariati's thinking in the field of liberating Muslim women from domineering
structures and views, which formed the female subjectivity in Iran's political thought.
Another important issue in the possibilities of a favorable encounter with the "other"
in Shariati's thought is the opposition to simulation, which means emphasizing the
real and not dramatic encounter of people with each other, and is considered one of
the requirements of a favorable encounter with the "other".

These cases are relative possibilities that are related to some of the requirements of
a favorable encounter between "self" and "other", such as giving authenticity to
human freedom and decision-making, real conversation with the other, and not
pretending and understanding the responsibility of being accountable to the other.
But these possibilities and contexts, when they leave the form of individual
propositions and take the form of an intellectual system, cannot be the basis for the
favorable encounter of "self" and "other". Therefore, in the best situation, the ideal
encounter with the other will be an unformed situation in Shariati's thought.
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