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Abstract

Study on the reality of existence has been and still is one of the long-standing concern
for mankind, but the main issue regarding this concern is the way man can come to
know the reality and its nature. To solve this mystery, researchers in different ages,
have tried to open a horizon for mankind. Some have stepped in this field with the
tools of wisdom and experience, whether external experience or mystical. The output
of these efforts in the history of human thought has been the emergence of various
schools of thought, rationalist, empiricist, and intuitive .According to those methods,
in the field of Islamic philosophy, different philosophical schools of peripatetic,
illumination, and transcendental wisdom have emerged. Haj Mulla Hadi Sabzevari
who is one of the great exponents of Transcendental Wisdom, and is always referred
to by nicknames and titles such as Hakim Sabzevari, Haj Mulla Hadi Sabzevari,
Hakim Asrari, and Sabzevari, is a Muslim philosopher who lived in the 13" century.
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He has written worthy works in the field of ontology. Regarding methodology. He
is a philosopher who applies rational, scriptural, or intuitive methods in studying
ontological issues. The main aim of author in this essay is considering that which
method is concerned by Sabzevari. For getting this, | will review the literature of the
subject, and use analytic approach.

Keywords: ontology, Sabzevari, reality, theory of emanation, manifestation

Problem Statement

This Sabzevari approach to philosophical issues can be expressed according to the
following principles.

The superiority of mystic to the scholar

In his comparison between philosophy and mysticism, and considering the goal of
these two kinds of knowledge, he considers philosophy as a tool compared to
mysticism. In " Sharh al-Joushan al-Kabir", in the explanation of the phrase: " L
a5 " ((the joy of mystics) the rank of the mystic is superior to that of the
philosopher, because the philosopher deals with analysis and intellectual
deliberations, and in the level of " EIm al-yaqin", has entertained himself with a set
of mental concepts, but the mystic ,by paying attention to intuitive knowledge, has
gone beyond the field of understanding and has reached the field of reality, and it is
placed in the level of " Ain al-yaqin" ( certainty by vision), or " Haq al-Yaqin"(
certainty by Truth). Philosophers will develop " intellectual concepts"”, but the
mystics will "realize perfections of existence”, and there is a great distance between
possessing and knowing, and the secret of the fact that God is the source of the
mystic's happiness is that the mystic does not serve under the condition of wages. (
Sabzevari: 531-532).

Love is the source of creation and movement

Sabzevari in examining the issue of the relationship between the reality and objects,
Sabzevari has distanced himself from the common philosophical view of " issuing
the effect from the cause", and considers the relationship between reality and objects
as " irradiation and theophany", and the philosophical view of the distinction
between cause and effect fades, and the view of the oneness of existence becomes
prominent. He regards love to be the source of the creationof things, but it is not such
that one is a lover and the other is the beloved, because it is nothing, but God's love
and admiration for His entity and creations (Sabzevari, 1981, p. 390¢1993, p. 143).

Holy emanation

In the subject of monotheism in the creation of the universe, he regards the holy
emanation and unfolded existence as a real unit that has a subordinate unity, and
surrounds all beings except God, because all beings except God are a single thing,
and He in His oneness surrounds all things (sabzevari: 151). This holy emanation is
God's merciful breath and action, and its relationship with unity is like the



relationship of the meaning of a preposition that has no independence, because its
entity is the same as connection in such a way that destroying the connection is equal
to destroying its entity(Sabzevari:14).

Unity of existence

The difference in methods in examining issues, in their attitude and analysis method

(intellectual, narrative, experimental, intuitive and mystical) is also effective in

various philosophical issues. The difference of views in the attitude towards objects,

varieties and their relationship with each other, and with the origins and source of
existence, results in philosophical, theological, and religious effects and results. In
this regard, the views that have been raised about existence are:

1. Peripatetic considers existence as different facts.

2. The single reality has degrees. This is the view of transcendent wisdom (
sabzevari: 22-24).

3. The mystic who regards monotheism to be the center of gravity of ontology, does
not regards existence to be different realities that have a " this is not that"
relationship with each other, because the existential things that are separate from
each other cannot be related to God and with a monotheistic attitude, is
incompatible, because there is no compatibility between different things and God
(saeidi, hassan, 2007, p.27)

In Sadra's view in his transcendent wisdom, existence is a single reality that has
multiple levels, and the view of pure monotheism is not clearly prominent. But,
from the perspective of mysticism, existence is a unique reality that has various
manifestation and appearances. According to the valuable statement of Imam Ali
(peace be upon him) in Nahj al-balagah: the whole world is the manifestation of
God: “ 4alay aslal Jaiall & 2eali(thanks to God who manifested for his creatures
by creation) ( khotbah: 108). In the beginning of theology in a more specific
sense, Sabzevari considered the relationship between reality as a manifestation,
and beings other than God as the appearance, manifestation and shadow of God.
Therefore, the relationship of objects with God has a prepositional meaning, and
with the emergence and manifestation of the sun of reality, they are all mortal.
Therefore, the mystical view is the best and the closest view to pure monotheism,
because the manifestations do not have any independent identity in front of the
manifester, but are the same connection and dependence on the manifester.

Method

This research has explained Sabzevari’s attitude to existence with inferential
analytical method and library information collection and has reached to the
conclusion mentioned in the paper.

Finding and Result
Sabzevari in the process of studying the subjects such as " the supremacy of

existence", "' the clearness of existence", "' the restoration of nonexistent", and other



philosophical issues, does not apply merely proof, but in a higher level, and by
mystical and intuitive methodology combines philosophical issues with mystical
subjects such as " irradiation”, " holy emanation”, " love of God into existent", and
" oneness of being", in his works such as Sharh al-Manzomah, comments on Asfar,
comments on al-shawahid al-rubobiah, and sharh al-Asma al-Hosna, and by passing
exoteric aspect, he understands the issue of existence as a esoteric issue that
combined with the entity of human beings. In his main work (Sharh al-manzomah),
where he is considering issues such as the clearness of existence, the supremacy of
existence, the beginning of creation, the restoration of nonexistent, and ..., he passes
the space of philosophy into the space of mysticism.
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