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The fabric of the historical centers of Iranian cities along with its physical and semantic works,
represents the attractiveness, distinctiveness and unique characteristics of the city's location, history
and culture. This is while these valuable and identity-giving pillars in the cities are facing many
problems in physical, social, economic, cultural, etc. dimensions, and ignoring the problems of these
tissues due to the passage of time and the long life of its valuable buildings. It can lead to the
destruction of the culture and identity of a society. The historical and central fabric of Hamedan city
as one of the old and civilized cities of the country due to the conflict between the past and modern
functions, has suffered from limitations in infrastructure and physical capacity in the fabric and has
created heterogeneous relationships between its functional content and physical structure. . In this
regard, the aim of the current research is to identify and determine the physical limits of the historical
fabric and the central core of the city. The study method is analytical-descriptive and based on map
information (1956) and using the expert opinions of research experts, four options were presented
for the scope of the historical context of the city. Next, using the Delphi method, the indicators for
determining the appropriate physical range were extracted and the proposed ranges were prioritized
using the hierarchical method (AHP). Based on the findings of the research and the analysis of the
proposed options based on the indicators, the first option (the central ring of the city) with a score
of 1.29, received the highest percentage of desirability as the physical area of the historical context
of Hamedan city.

1. Introduction

The historical context includes that part of
urban contexts that were formed before 1921. In
Cities with a long historical background, which
have a physical tissue sequence, the city center

usually coincides with its old core. The most
important historical attractions of these centers
are religious, religious and commercial places
such as mosques, markets and churches. The
centers of cities with a long history have a high
potential due to their geographic centrality, ease
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of access, centrality of economic gravity and
historical-cultural characteristics. Today, the
historical parts and centers of most of the
country's cities are somehow dilapidated. In the
meantime, the historical and central context of
Hamedan city as one of the old and civilized
cities of the country, while playing the roles of
the past, has faced a large amount of demand for
communication, commercial and service
functions. Meanwhile, the first step towards the
formation of a single and integrated
management in the central and historical core of
the old city of Hamedan is to determine the
actual scope of the fabric for separate zoning
and special management of the historical fabric.
In fact, identifying and determining the limits of
the historical area and creating a new urban area
can be done according to the socio-economic
conditions of each urban community, and the
preservation of historical areas. The current
research was conducted with the aim of
investigating and prioritizing the range of
historical context in the central core of
Hamadan city.

2. Methodology

The current research is descriptive and
analytical, and in terms of data collection, it is a
survey type. The statistical population of the
research includes experts, experts, officials and
city managers of Hamadan, who were selected
by the available targeted sampling method in
the number of 38 people. For the analysis, the
indices of the Delphi extraction method and
hierarchical analysis (pairwise comparisons)
were used. Finally, the SAW method was used
to select the final option.

3. Results

Delphi method was used in order to identify
and extract criteria to analyze the situation
and compare the proposed options in order
to prioritize them based on having the
criteria of becoming a central core
municipal area. 38 experts in Hamedan
urban management field were asked to
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provide the most important criteria for
determining the new scope of the
municipality. Then, the location of each of
the elements is marked according to the
survey carried out in the mentioned ranges,
and in the next step, the area of each of them
is calculated according to the proposed
options. Finally, in order to determine the
most appropriate option in terms of the
concentration and continuity of historical-
cultural elements, the ratio of the area of
historical-cultural elements to the area of
the proposed area was obtained, which is
the criterion for determining the score of the
appropriate option. The resulting ratio is a
number between zero and one, obviously,
the closer the said ratio is to one, and the
higher the score will be for the proposed
option. Based on the criterion of
concentration and continuity of cultural-
historical-religious elements, the proposed
option 1 with a higher score has been
prioritized. Also, in order to experience and
analyze more precisely, the amount of
discontinuity created in the municipality's
existing neighborhood in case of the
implementation of the central region plan
was also examined. The number of changed
localities was extracted according to the
proposed options and based on that, the
points received for the proposed options
were determined. In order to check the
income generating potential of each of the
proposed options, the incomes from general
taxes and specific taxes have been
investigated. For this purpose, a list of
potential income-generating uses was
prepared and their location was specified in
each of the proposed options. At the end, in
order to evaluate and prioritize the options,
the area of potential income generating
areas of each area was divided by the total
area of the proposed area and their ratio was
obtained and evaluated.
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4. Discussion

The results showed that the first proposed
option (the central ring of the city) has the
highest score according to the experts in all four
indicators; 1- The concentration and continuity
of cultural-historical-religious elements, 2-
Determining the border of the regions based on
urban features and edges, 3- Maintaining the
cohesion and social integration of the traditional
neighborhoods, and 4- Income generating
potential for the municipality; has earned.
Therefore, in total, the proposed option number
1 with a score of 1.29 has the highest percentage
of desirability as the physical area of the
historical fabric of Hamadan city.
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5. Conclusion

The identity of the city of Hamadan is
determined by its history. According to the
results obtained from the present research, it is
expected that the city managers and the trustees
of the establishment of the historical and
traditional fabric municipality in the center of
Hamedan city will take the necessary measures
to establish the fabric municipality and protect
the valuable assets of the ancient city of
Hamedan. To prevent further isolation and
deterioration of this area and its nationally and
internationally  valuable works. And by
adopting the appropriate improvement and
reconstruction plans, restore the pages of the old
historical document of Hamedan.
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