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Abstract

In line with the display of the power and wealth of the
imperial dynasties and magnificent palaces, throughout
Iranian history, magnificent and valuable works have
been created. Studying them in different dimensions can
shed light on the culture and art of this land. The
support of the court for jewelry making and gem-
marking, and the use of metals such as gold and silver,
as well as precious and semi-precious stones, elevated
this art form to a noble status. With the conquest of Iran
by Muslims and the introduction of Islam to this land,
Islamic culture overshadowed all fields, including
jewelry making. Islamic jewelry is a part of the broader
Islamic art and culture that has evolved in accordance
with the regions where Islam has taken root. The Iranian
penchant for luxury and aestheticism helped usher in a
new era of world art and culture, now commonly
referred to as Islamic art. In the first centuries of Islam
entering Iran, the cities of Neishabur and Gorgan
(Jotjan) were among the most important centers of
Islamic metalworking and Islamic jewelry making,
These regions have yielded numerous examples of rings,
earrings, and necklaces, some of which are now housed
in the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. The
study of Islamic jewelry in the first years of the
introduction of Islam, which is the aim of this research,
is unfortunately accompanied by a lack of sources and
examples. Due to the scarcity of samples from this
period and their similarity to Sassanid and Byzantine
samples, it is likely that some works recorded today as
Byzantine or Sassanid actually date back to the eatly
years of Islam. However, in the later 10th and 11th
centuries, for reasons unknown, the volume of samples
increased and the works became more ornate and
influenced by Byzantine jewelry. The aim of this
research is to investigate the techniques used to make
and decorate Islamic jewelry in the eatly centuries of
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Islam (9th-11th centuries) and the first centuries of the
Middle Ages (11th-13th) in museums, using descriptive
analysis and comparison. The main question of the
research is: "What are the characteristics of the form and
technique used to make earrings and rings in the 9th-
13th centuries?” And, fundamentally, were these
manufacturing techniques used in Iran to create this
type of jewelry in a way that allows us to consider these
works as part of Iranian civilization during this time
period? The results indicate that during the first period
of Islam in Iran, rings and earrings had simple forms and
were influenced by pre-Islamic and Roman jewelry
techniques in their manufacturing and decoration. In the
Middle Ages, jewelry underwent significant changes in
form, technique, and decoration. From the first to the
middle of Islamic period, Islamic rings became much
more advanced and decorated with geometric motifs
and creatures such as harpies. In the early years of
Islamic jewelry-making, earrings consisted of a ring and
a bead. Later on, they were gradually made using the
tapestry-work method, which created a lace-shaped
design. Alternatively, regular triangles were used to
create a spherical shape, reminiscent of Byzantine
carrings. Although the construction and decoration
methods were influenced by Byzantine culture, the
technical details and motifs were uniquely Iranian.
During this time, Iranians had developed special
construction techniques, which reached their peak in the
Seljuk period.
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Table 1: Samples of rings from the first era of Islam in Iran
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Fig. 2: Stone sign of Mehr Lajur, Neishabor, Iran. Excavated
by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Rogers Foundation,
1937 No. (38.40.98)
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Fig. 1: Black amber seal, Iran, probably Neishabur, excavated
by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Rogers Foundation,

1973, #141.40.39 (URL2)
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Fig. 3: Right) The undeciphered inscription on the pink stone is one word and probably a name. It probably belonged to a
ring, Left) Ren Jagati agate ring stone seal, probably Neyshabur. 10th-11th century Carved form, excavated by the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, Rogers Foundation (158.170.40) Rogers, 1937 Nos. (98, 38.40)
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Fig. 4: Hematite stone seal, probably Nishabur. 9th-11th century Carved forms and inscriptions, excavated by the Metropolitan
Museum of Art, 1975. Fletcher Foundation, Connections made of gold wires (118.1975).
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Fig. 5: Right) Two examples of gold and agate earrings, Iran, probably Neyshabur, 9th-11th century AD, golden part made of
plate and wire; The bead is carved and pierced from a large piece of agate. Discovered by the Metropolitan Museum of New

York. Rogers Foundation, Left) Title: Earrings, 9th-10th century, in Iran, Neishabur, gold and garnet, Rogers Fund, 1940,
Accession number: 40.170.153. (URL1)
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Table 2: Examples of middle century Islamic rings in Iran
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Table 3: Examples of eatrings in the middle century of Islam in Iran
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Fig 6: Twent-sided perspective design, one of the regular
"Platonic" objects with 20 triangular faces.
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Figure 7: Twelve-level pentagonal perspective design, one of
the regular "Platonic" objects with 12 triangular faces.
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Fig. 8: Earrings from the Islamic period in Iran, 11th to 12th century AD (New York Metropolitan Museum)
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