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Abstract
Miracles have often been used as evidence for the existence of God. In this
article, we attempt to answer the question of how miracles can be
epistemologically justified as a proof of God's existence. In other words, can
a miracle alone prove God's existence to an impartial audience, without
taking into account the issues related to historical evidence and by either
assuming the reliability of historical evidence or assuming direct perception?
Before addressing the main question, we discuss the concept of miracle and
critique David Hume's famous definition (Violation of natural law) and then
present our preferred definition. Next, we provide an overview of the types
of reason and argument. First, we examine the types of arguments in which
the miracle may be considered as a proof of God. Second, we demonstrate
the inability of the miracle to prove the existence of God as a deductive
argument. Third, we propose the inference to the best explanation as the most
suitable argumentative form for miracles to prove God and review its
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challenges. The method of this research is descriptive-analytical, which
involves the study, review and analysis of concepts, propositions and
arguments.

Keywords: Miracle, Violation of natural law, The existence of God,
Inference to the best explanation.

Introduction

This essay specifically addresses the question of whether it is possible to
prove the statement “God exists” with the help of a miracle. Or in other
words, can a miracle justify this statement? Certainly, the miracle has had
and still has a certain religious meaning for many of its audience, but the
question here is whether this meaning is defensible and reasonable. This
question shows the connection between the discussion of the implication of
miracles and epistemology. In fact, the question of the implication of
miracles is an epistemological question. For this reason, in this research, an
attempt has been made to look at the implication of miracles from the
perspective of epistemology, because miracles have been considered as
reasons or a justification for the proposition “God exists”. It should be
examined whether such events have the power to justify belief in this
proposition, and if so, under what conditions, and if not, what is the reason
for this inability. In order to answer the main question, we must first have a
definition of a miracle in order to know what the limits and limitations of
what is supposed to be presented as a proof for the proposition “God exists”
are. Therefore, before answering the said question, we have discussed the
definitions of miracles. The definitions of miracle can be divided into two
types: definitions that consider a miracle to be an extraordinary event and
Hume’s definition that considers a miracle to be a violation of the laws of
nature. We have examined four criticisms about Hume’s definition: 1)
McKinnon’s criticism that the definition of violating the law of nature is self-
contradictory; 2) Erman’s criticism that it is unlikely to violate the
fundamental laws of nature; 3) The impossibility of recognizing violations
of the law of nature; 4) The metaphysical impossibility of violating the law
of nature.
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After presenting these criticisms, it was concluded that violation of the law
of nature as the definition of miracle, which was proposed by David Hume,
can be criticized both logically and metaphysically. Especially from a
metaphysical point of view, with the help of the thought experiment of the
clock and watchmaker, which was explained in the fourth critique of Hume’s
definition, it can be concluded that the necessity of establishing the laws of
nature is necessary to create a miracle and its survival during the time it is
happening. Therefore, the definition of miracle can be expressed in the form
of the following 4 components: 1) being contrary to the established order
(not violating the law of nature), 2) being the agent of God, 3) having
mediation in creation, 4) religious implication.

Next, by raising the question that a miracle can prove the existence of God
in the form of which type of reasoning, we reached the two possibilities of
deduction and inference to the best explanation, but with further
investigation, we showed that the miracle cannot have a definite implication
of the mentioned statement in the form of logical analogy. For such a
signification, the miracle should be proposed in the form of analogical
reasoning in the form of a conditional analogy, which will be formulated as
follows:

1. If God exists and changes nature with his special intervention, then
such an extraordinary event will occur.
2. Such an extraordinary event has occurred.
3. So God exists and has changed nature by special intervention.
But its first premise is this proposition: “If God exists and changes nature

with his special intervention, then such an extraordinary event (miracle) will
occur.” It is unprovable, and therefore the mentioned analogy does not have
certain premises and, accordingly, it will not have a certain result. Since
deductive reasoning is the only way to prove an unfounded proposition with
certainty, logically the proposition “God exists” cannot be proven with the
help of a miracle. This is what is often believed in the Islamic language under
the title of the lack of logical implication of miracles on the existence of God.
Despite the miracle’s inability to definitively prove the existence of God, but
considering the distinction between justified suspicion and unjustified
suspicion and the value of justified suspicion as a level of knowledge, the


https://mi.khu.ac.ir/article-1-245-fa.html

[ Downloaded from mi.khu.ac.ir on 2024-03-13 ]

46/ Journal of Metaphysical Investigations (Extended Abstracts), Vol.4, No. 8, 2023-2024, pp41-44

supposed implication of a miracle on the existence of God can be best
explained with the help of inference reasoning. But it should be noted that
the supposed implication of a miracle in the form of inferring the best
explanation faces several obstacles. Some important obstacles that were
examined in this research are: the principle of laying down material causes,
the principle of ontological constraints, the possibility of discovering a
natural explanation in the future, the possibility of a great deception and the
possibility of presenting an atheistic supernatural explanation. By criticizing
and examining each of these obstacles, we came to the conclusion that none
of them can rule out the theistic hypothesis completely, and for this reason,
amiracle can be an inference to the best explanation under certain conditions,
but each one weakens the theistic perception of the miraculous event in some
way and in some aspect, and their result puts the theistic hypothesis in a
fragile situation. Because they always raise possibilities against the theistic
hypothesis that if evidence is found in favor of these obstacles, they can
destroy the primacy of the theistic hypothesis. Therefore, it does not seem to
be possible to consider the non-acceptance of the audience philosophically
irrational or unjustified in a general way and before the case study of a
miraculous incident.
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