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Baths are among the public buildings whose shape and architecture
have changed during different historical periods. Due to the importance
of these valuable buildings, Kermanshah is one of the cities that, during
the historical period, especially in the Qajar period, was considered by
the rulers of the time due to its location on the path of Atbat-e-Aliat. It
has many textures and examples of historical baths. Therefore, the
present study seeks to identify the types of historical baths in
Kermanshah province with an emphasis on location. To achieve this, it
is necessary to study the factors affecting the formation and location in
urban, rural, and neighborhood contexts, as well as the spatial geometry
of Kermanshah baths. The research method in this study is a
descriptive-analytical method based on field studies, analysis of the
location, structure, architecture, decorations, proportions, and
materials of 12 samples of baths in Kermanshah province, as well as a
comparative-historical study of the samples. The results of this study
show that Kermanshah province baths, in terms of location, are divided
into 6 types: baths in the bazaar, single baths in neighborhoods, twin
baths in neighborhoods, baths as an element of a complex in
neighborhoods, baths in houses, and baths in the rural context. The
geometry of Kermanshah bath spaces is a function of the location in
the city or village. Communication spaces and corridors in
neighborhood and market-affiliated baths are based on a large measure,
but in private baths, in-house baths, and rural baths, they are based on
a small measure. The main spaces of urban baths are decorated with
limestone, but rural baths do not have limestone decorations. All the
baths studied have 3 main spaces: Bine, garmkhaneh, and khazineh,
and the area of the garmkhaneh space is relatively larger than the Bine
space.
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Introduction

The historical and cultural heritage of every nation, as a treasure left over from the past,
contains many material and spiritual values. Mosques, residential houses, palaces, public
buildings, old bazaars, and public baths are an inseparable part of Iran's culture, which
together form the central nuclei in the cities and villages of Iran. With the expansion of
urbanization, the construction of bathrooms in every region and neighborhood became a
necessity, and until a few decades ago, even with the existence of private bathrooms in
homes, public and local bathrooms still functioned. This shows that the baths not only met
people's need for hygiene and cleanliness, treatment and health, but also considered a place
for fun and entertainment and a place for social interactions and exchanges. Unfortunately,
in recent centuries, the approach of societies towards urban development and modernization
caused the destruction of many historical buildings and structures. In the meantime, the
destruction of historical baths took place much faster than the destruction of other buildings.
Especially with the transfer of bathrooms inside houses and their privatization, the old public
bathrooms remained abandoned, which is one of the most important reasons for their
destruction.

Methods and Material

Due to the lack of research on the typology of historical baths in Kermanshah, the authors
have employed the following 5-step method to obtain accurate and sufficient information:
1) Selection of 12 relatively well-preserved and minimally altered baths from across the
entire Kermanshah province, prioritizing their cultural, architectural, and artistic values.
These baths are already registered as national works.

2) Examination and on-site study of the existing conditions, including factors that have
influenced the development of the studied baths. This involves revising or confirming the
existing plans and conducting field research.

3) Investigating the structure, spatial relationships, spatial geometry, water supply methods,
and location-based proportions of the studied baths. This includes conducting comparative
studies.

4) Conducting research through library resources, historical documents, and interviews.

5) Organizing and analyzing the research findings, classifying the information obtained in
the form of tables and explanations.

Result and Discussion

In the current research, the general characteristics of the studied bathrooms are presented
separately. The shared feature of all the bathrooms is that they belong to the Qajar era and
have different uses, including male, female, male and female, twin, and private. This
demonstrates the comprehensiveness and consideration given to the needs of residents and
visitors. Additionally, these bathrooms are located in various places such as the market, the
center of the neighborhood, inside the house, and as part of a collection. Some of the baths
have a rural texture despite being situated in the city, for example, the Khanjamal bath.
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Furthermore, almost all the spaces can be found in all the bathrooms, with the exception of
the vestibule and Shahneshin, which indicate the special architectural style and design of the
Qajar period. The entrance corridor, headboard, shoe rack, safe, tone, and fuel storage spaces
are common and consistent in all the bathrooms. The wall, Noizeh with a spear, and Columbo
arch are also shared structures in all the bathrooms. However, there is no noise present in
any of the bathrooms.Even though many public spaces and buildings can be identified in the
physical-spatial structure of traditional and historical cities, the impact of each of them in
preserving the urban fabric is not the same. Rather, some spaces are still active and dynamic,
even though decades have passed since they were built. As public urban spaces, they play an
important role in preserving the urban fabric. Hammam is one valuable architectural building
that has been remembered since the past. The Iranian-Islamic architecture of historical baths,
under the influence of various factors, has a special complexity and possesses numerous
physical and functional values. The formation of these unique and diverse spaces is
influenced by factors such as climate, the ability to regulate temperature and humidity,
placement in residential contexts, easy accessibility, the presence of water, the possibility of
creating a sewage water route outside the region, and complex functional requirements to
solve the problems of refrigeration and thermal facilities, as well as fluid and waste disposal.

Conclusion

Kermanshah province is one of the culturally rich areas of the country with a history of
several thousand years. The historical monuments left in this city, such as mosques,
caravanserais, bazaars, baths, Takayas, and hosseinieha, are proof of this claim. In the Qajar
period, many baths were built in Kermanshah province. Unfortunately, some of these
valuable buildings have been completely destroyed due to the construction of streets,
commercial, and residential complexes in the past, while others have been abandoned and
are now inaccessible. Although most of the remaining baths have been registered, there is
not enough information available about these magnificent architectural works in the
province. In this research, 12 well-preserved or relatively well-preserved baths in
Kermanshah province, which could be visited and studied in the field, have been
investigated. The results and comparative field investigations of the baths in terms of their
locations led to the identification and introduction of 6 types: a bath inside the market, a
single bath in the neighborhood, a twin bath in the neighborhood, a bath as an element of a
complex in the neighborhood, a bath inside houses, and baths in a rural context.

Keywords: Bathroom, Kermanshah, architectural space, typology, Qajar.
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