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Abstract

Attachment to a specific place shows the significance and importance of that
place for citizens and has positive consequences. Belonging causes citizens to be
concerned about improving the condition of their neighborhood or place of
residence, which becomes the basis for the formation of neighborhood activities
and citizens' participation. The purpose of this research is to investigate the
impact of citizens' attachment on their participation. In this regard, in order to
collect research data, 384 questionnaires were distributed and completed among
the residents of the Shahidan neighborhood located in District 9 of Tehran
Municipality. SPSS and Smart PLS3 software were used to analyze the obtained
data. According to the findings of the research, the indexes of
"Citizens' attachment to the neighborhood" and "Citizens' participation" have an
average of 3.08 and 3.03 respectively, which shows the favorable status of both of
these indicators in this neighborhood. Moreover, the residents of this
neighborhood have a high desire to interact with their neighbors, and on the
other hand, they have the lowest desire to participate in financial affairs in their
neighborhood. Additionally, paying attention to the modeling results, the index of
citizens' attachment to their neighborhood has succeeded in predicting 38.1% of
the citizens' participation index, which means that there is a direct relationship
between the attachment of the people of this neighborhood and their
participation in their urban and local affairs. In other words, Ccitizens'
participation and civil participation are a function of citizens' attachment, and it
is possible to increase the amount of this participation by increasing citizens'
attachment to their place of residence.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In today's era, due to the mechanization of
life, the weakening of interactions and
social relations between people can be
witnessed; all these factors lead to the loss
of vitality in most cities, one of the most
important of which is the lack of belonging
or attachment of citizens to their place of
residence, which itself has had far-
reaching consequences, the most
important of which is the significant
reduction in the level of citizens'
participation inlocal and urban affairs. The
decrease in participation also ultimately
leads to people not feeling responsible for
their surroundings and their place of
residence. As a result, it is considered
necessary to pay attention to the level of
attachment of citizens to the
neighborhood, but to what extent this
attachment can affect the participation of
citizens requires more detailed
investigation and research because so far
researchers have paid less attention to this
issue. Therefore, this research aims to
investigate the impact of citizens'
attachment on their participation.

2. Research Methodology

This research is applied in terms of
purpose and follows a descriptive-
quantitative approach. To collect the
needed information, the library method
was used, and to collect data, a
questionnaire (with a 5-level Likert scale)
was utilized in the field method. In this
regard, the current research consists of
two indicators, namely "Citizens'
Participation” and "Citizens' Attachment
to the Neighborhood", and tries to
investigate the relationship between these
two variables. To analyze the data, SPSS
and Smart PLS3 software were used. The
statistical population in the current

research was the residents of Shahidan
Street located in District 9 of Tehran
Municipality. Since the number of the
statistical population in this research was
unknown, Cochran's formula was used to
determine the sample size, and after
taking into account the upper limit, a
number of 384 citizens were chosen as the
participants of the study and were asked
to complete the questionnaires, which
were distributed face-to-face and by a
simple random sampling method. In the
following section, the findings of this
research will be analyzed, using the
presentation of a structural model.

3. Research Findings

Results revealed that the "Citizens'
attachment to the neighborhood" and
"Citizens' participation" indexes had an
average of 3.08 and 3.03, respectively.
Additionally, the "willingness to establish
social interactions with neighbors" item
with an average of 3.41 and the "willingness
to participate financially in solving the
problems of the neighborhood" item with
an average of 2.39 had the highest and
lowest average among all the items,
respectively. Moreover, according to the
modeling results, the index of citizens'
attachment to their neighborhood was
successful in predicting 38.1% of the
citizens' participation index, revealing that
there is a direct relationship between the
attachment of the people of this
neighborhood and their participation in
their urban and local affairs.

4. Conclusion

Even though both indicators mentioned in
the research, including the attachment of
citizens to their neighborhood and the
participation of citizens, have a relatively
good situation in this neighborhood with a
mean score higher than the average
(number 3), in comparison, the index of
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attachment of citizens to the
neighborhood has a relatively better
situation compared to the citizens'
participation index. In the examination of
the second index, the results show that
despite the desire to participate in
decision-making, the residents of this
neighborhood have shown less desire to
participate in group activities to provide
human and financial resources. The
results show that the citizens of this
neighborhood are not interested in
financial  participation or financial
assistance to the neighborhood to
progress and advance the goals of the
neighborhood, which is a matter of
reflection and a sign of the importance and
impact of the economic status of the
citizens on the subject of citizens'
participation; because despite the high
desire of the residents of this
neighborhood to improve the situation
and conditions of their residence, they
avoid participation and financial aid to
improve the conditions, and there is less
desire for this type of participation among
the residents. According to the modeling
results, the index of citizens' attachment
to their neighborhood has succeeded in
predicting 38.1% of the citizens'
participation index, and this means that
there is a direct relationship between the
attachment of the people of this
neighborhood and their participation in
their urban and local affairs. In other
words, citizens' participation and civil
participation are a function of citizens'
attachment, and it is possible to increase
the amount of this participation by
increasing citizens' attachment to their
place of residence. On this basis, urban
management can increase the livability of
neighborhoods by improving the quality of
life in neighborhoods (through focusing on
local planning and micro policies in the
area of neighborhoods), along with

improving public services and physical and
social conditions, and increasing the
attractiveness of neighborhoods for the
residents, and create their dependence
and attachment to the neighborhoods. By
creating a suitable platform to realize the
color of belonging to a place and giving
meaning to their spatial experience
through the creation of eventful and
interactive public spaces for local
communities and the promotion of social
interactions at the neighborhood level, an
effective step can be taken in the direction
of strengthening the attachment and
emotional connection of the residents to
the neighborhood, which will lead to the
promotion of participation.
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