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Examining the Character Similarities of "'"Farhang
Divzad" and ""Rostam Yekdas' and Their Influence

from Ayari Traditions
(Based on Scrolls and Folk Narratives of Shahnameh)

Behzad Atooni*!

Abstract

One of the most common topics in Nagali scrolls is the similarities
that exist between some fictional characters and subjects, for which
several reasons can be listed. One of these reasons is the imitating of
narrators and storytellers of famous folktales and characters in the
construction of those similar characters and themes. The purpose of
this research is to investigate the similarities of two famous characters
of Nagali scrolls, namely "Rostam Yekdast" and "Farhang Divzad",
which can be seen as a result of Nagali's modeling of the heroes of the
adventure stories of folkloric literature. This article, which is done in a
descriptive-analytical way using library sources, examines the
similarities between Rostam Yakdat and Farhang Divzad in three
areas of "appearance features”, "actions” and “abilities" and
enumerates the types for them. Is. The result of the research shows
that with the entry of "official heroic literature™ into "popular
literature” and the formation of scrolls of Shahnameh, the face and
personality of Rostam Yekdat and Farhang Divzad were formed based
on the characterization of Ayaran in folk tales; so that in many cases,
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they are distinct and different from other Persian characters. Of
course, cautiously, this hypothesis can also be put forward that due to
the fact that Rostam is ahead of Farhang Divzad, her character has
played a role as a "model" for the construction of Farhang Divzad.

Keywords: Samnameh; scroll; Rostam Yekdat ; Farhang Divzad;
sameness; Ayyaran.

Introduction

Research Background

Only two complete studies have been done about Rostam Yekdat. The
first one relates to Rostam’s personality and his militancy in the
Kurdish version of Shahnameh, by Nagshbandi (2016), which
examines the double face of Rostam Yekdat.

The second study concerns some traditions and elements of Ayyari
which were found in the story of Rostam Yekdast investigated by
Atooni (2021). The first part of this article is dedicated to the political
and social process of Aiyarans in the history of Iran, and the second
part is about the aspect of Ayyar Rostam and his adherence to
Ayyaran traditions.

No research has been done about Farhang Divzad until now; therefore,
this article is to a large extent novel and unprecedented.

Goals, questions, and assumptions

Since in the Nagali scrolls and folk narratives of the Shahnameh, we
are faced with two almost new faces named "Rostam Yekdast" and "
Farhang Divzad " who have many similarities in terms of work and
actions; therefore, the purpose of this research is to investigate the
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similarities of these two famous faces of Nagali scrolls, which can be
the result of Nagal's imitation of the heroes of the adventure stories of
popular literature.

This article seeks to answer these questions: How many groups and
sub-groups can be classified into the similarities of Rostam Yekdast
and Farhang Divzad? What is the influence of Farhang Divzad and
Rostam’s actions from the heroes of folk tales? Considering the
progress of Rostam Yekdast in relation to Farhang Divzad, what effect
has Rostam Yekdast had on the personality of Farhang Divzad?

Discussion

Shamkur/Shamkus Ebne Shamilan, nicknamed "Rostam Yekdas" and
"Farhang Divzad", are two almost emerging figures in heroic literature
whose presence probably does not go back earlier than the 10th
century of Hijri. Although the narration of Farhang Divzad was first
mentioned in Sam-nameh (10th century) and in this narration, we can
see a slight similarity between him and Rostam Yekdat, but later,
when the story of Sam-nameh was found in Nagali narrations, with the
passage of time, these similarities between the characters of Farhang
Divzad and Rostam Yekdat increased; in such a way that in two
contemporary Nagali scrolls, namely the scroll of Morshed Abbas
Zariri and the scroll of Seyyed Mostafa Saeedi, we see many
similarities between these two characters in terms of "appearance
features”, "actions™ and "abilities". The author of this essay believes
that these similarities arise from the influence of the narrators from the
folk tales, which caused two identical and close faces, formed in the
scrolls of the narrators. Of course, this hypothesis cannot be ignored
that considering that Rostam Yekdast is an older figure than Farhang
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Divzad (in late and new scrolls), he is an older figure than Farhang
Diuzad (in late and new scrolls); therefore, it may be a model for
Farhang Divzad.

Conclusion

In the scrolls of the Shahnameh, especially the new and late scrolls
such as the scrolls of Morshed Zariri and the scrolls of Morshed
Saeedi, Rostam Yekdast and Farhang Divzad are two figures who
have many similarities with each other. These similarities can be
examined in the three areas of "appearance features”, "actions™ and
"abilities"; meaning that, A. the appearance similarities of two
characters include their being demon-human and also wearing Ayyari
clothes; a clothes that is described as the same for both. B. The most
important common actions in the narrative scrolls are enslavement of
the main hero of the story, stealing from others, and rescuing the lover
of heroes from captivity (the last two cases are unique in heroic
literature, and there is no example for them). C. Among the common
abilities of Rostam Yekdast and Farhang Divzad, we can mention
fighting on foot, racing with horses and running deer, carrying others
on the shoulders, and fighting by stone.

If we want to find the source of these similarities between Rostam
Yekdast and Farhang Divzad, it must be said that both of them were
influenced by the characters of Ayyar in adventure stories such as
Samak Ayyar, Jonayd-nameh, Abu Moslem-nameh, Hamzeh-nameh,
Eskandar-nameh, etc., which made two distinguished faces from other
heroes in heroic literature.
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