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Abstract

Nowadays, conservation is recognized as a complex and ongoing
social process that includes identifying and valuing heritage and how
it is used, cared for, and interpreted. In this article, it has been tried to
examine the ritual of asking for rain centered on dolls in different
geographical regions and in their culture. It, then, discusses the values
of these works and finally the conservation and restoration approaches
related to this ritual and the objects used in it. Different methods and
approaches are necessary for the protection of these ritual objects.
Some approaches can increase knowledge and awareness of these
objects and rituals in the society, and on the other hand, this approach
requires the use of all sciences related to conservation and restoration,
both hard and soft sciences. In fact, every society must try to protect
the cultural patterns of its country in order to continue its original and
real life.
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Introduction

Research background

So far, many researchers have presented studies about rain-seeking
rituals in different parts of Iran. For example, the Turkish researcher,
Bashgoz divides the ritual of rain seeking in Iran into two general
groups: "individual ceremony” and “group ceremony”, and then
divides the group ceremony into seven “examples”. Of course, other
researchers have studied the typology of this ritual, among other
things, Sedagat Kish has dealt with this issue a little more
comprehensively, and also Mirshekari has divided the ritual of raining
into six groups according to the methods of holding and their signs.
Other researchers have also discussed in this field, including: Jafari
Qanawati; Anasori; Bastani Parizi; Dorokhshi and Khorasani,
Zulfagari and Moshiri. What has not been addressed so far is the
investigation and analysis of this ritual from the point of view of
conservation and restoration.

Goals, questions, and assumptions

The rain-seeking rituals is one of the customs that takes place in
popular culture. Popular culture is one of the examples of valuable
spiritual heritage that should be tried because it is a symbol of
authenticity and identity to be transferred to future generations. In
fact, every society must try to protect the cultural patterns of its
country in order to continue its original and real life (Asadi
Firouzabadi, 2013, p. 202).
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This study focuses on investigating the value/functionality of some
ritual objects related to the customs of different regions of Iran with an
emphasis on the ceremony of asking for rain and the use of various
objects in this ceremony. The question is whether these dolls are
objects to be protected and restored? And most importantly, how can
these objects be protected? In the following, by examining the ritual of
asking for rain in different places, as well as examining the meanings,
values and functions of these objects, and finally by referring to some
international documents in the field of conservation and restoration,
different theories and dominant approaches in this field, the
contextualization will be examined and analyzed in order to answer
the research questions.

Discussion

This ceremony begins with the work of children, one of whom holds a
"chamcha" (a large wooden spoon) in his hand. The children dress up
the doll they have prepared in advance as " chamcha " and call it "
chamcha Glin" (chamcha's bride). One of the children takes the clay
spoon and goes to the doors of the houses (city or village) to get gifts
while singing the song of bride Chamche and rain-seeking. At the
door of each house, the head of the house pours a bucket or a
container of water on the "spoon bride" and gives some beans, food or
money to the children (Bashgoz, 1979, p. 119).

In the rituals of asking for rain, they use a doll that is called by a
special name among the people of each land.
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Picture 1: An example of a rain-seeking doll

Ritual objects (rain-seeking dolls) can be analyzed from different
aspects from the point of view of conservation and restoration. Dolls
in the place of a ritual object and as an artistic cultural object have
concepts, meanings, values and ritual, artistic, cultural, religious and
symbolic functions, and on the other hand, they transmit native
knowledge and carry traditions and customs.

Conclusion

Today, conservation is recognized as a complex and ongoing social
process that includes identifying and valuing heritage and how it is
used, cared for, and interpreted. Corresponding to this complexity of
conservation and restoration, the sciences and approaches related to
conservation and restoration have also changed from a relatively fixed
positivist approach based on hard sciences to a comprehensive,
collaborative approach based on all sciences, especially soft sciences.

At first glance, the rain-seeking dolls may be far from conservation
and restoration, but the conservationists have paid attention to new
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concepts related to cultural heritage and conservation and restoration,
and then discovered the meanings, messages and values of these
objects and the functions they have in society in accordance with these
meanings and values; this turns them into objects to be conserved and
restored, and even if they do not have a historical aspect, since they
cover many social-cultural concepts, it requires the attention of
conservationists/restorators to this area. It should be noted that the
approaches and methods in the protection and conservation of these
objects are different from the prevailing approaches in conservation
and restoration. Therefore, a comprehensive approach to cultural
heritage is suggested from the perspective of creating a dynamic link
between tangible and intangible heritage and close interaction between
these two aspects of heritage.
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Picture 2- A) An Example of A Rain Doll (Www.Mehrnews.Com) B) Chomche
Galin Abshineh Village, Hamedan (Jaafari Dehkordi, Taheri, & 1zadi Dehkordi,
2022)
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Table 1. Different names of rain dolls in different places (Source: Authors)
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