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The Impact of Modern Art on Modern Literature and Video
Games: The Case Study of the Novel Ulysses by James Joyce
and the Game Dark Souls by Hidetaka Miyazaki

Soheil Ahsani!
Fataneh Mahmodi?

Abstract

Computer games, due to being new and overlapping with cinema and literature,
exhibit two different aspects that deserve comparative studies. In this paper,
elements of modern art and the history of modern literature are studied in the
form of video games, and then similarities are analyzed and adapted in James
Joyce's novel Ulysses and Hidetaka Miyazaki Dark Souls Games. The purpose
of this research is to investigate the effect of modern art characteristics on
modern literature and video games and also to express the change in the nature
of their common elements. The sub-purpose of the research is to compare these
games with other titles in the media of computer games and to answer the
question: How can games, and new media in general, form a classic and modern
identity at their core? And where is the place of the studied games in this arena?
The research method is analytical and adaptive. The research findings show that
the novel Ulysses by James Joyce and the games of the Dark Souls series by
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Hidetaka Miyazaki in the elements of "rejection of the nowvel's narrative
method", "rejection of the traditional hero", "rejection of incident", "new
linguistic experiences"”, "freedom from time and freedom of time", "giving
importance to the association of meanings”, "not giving importance to
conventions”, "tendency to illusion and fantasy", "participating the reader in the
novel", "proposing the issue of truth" and "discussion of opinions" and
philosophies™ are similar and compatible.

Keywords: Modern art; James Joyce; Dark Souls; Ulysses; modern literature;

video games.

Research background

Among the studies conducted between literature and video games in the first
stage, we can mention researchers and game players who analyze this new
media with narrative perspectives:

In 2019, Fawad Amiri published an article in collaboration with Utrecht
University that examines the narrative techniques of video games in a
comparative study. The purpose of the article is to investigate the influence of
narrative techniques that affect the game and are implemented by another form
with influence in each game. In this text, Fawad Amiri has tried to obtain
statistical data by categorizing different narratives and prioritizing players of
each style.

In 2018, Andrew Turley presented his master's thesis entitled "Exploring
Video Game Narrative as Literary Text" at Indiana University. In this article, the
authors have tried to find the narrative values of video games by relying on
literary theories. Combining the literary ideas of people like Henry Jenkins and
James Powell, this text forms a new approach to video game criticism. This
approach considers the player as a reader who has a role in both the structure of
the narrative and its interpretation.
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In 2018, Simon Jones conducted a comparative study between the forms of
storytelling from the game and literature, and used different narrative genres to
reach common points, and even provided examples of cinema in the
consolidation of his article. In this article, by dividing the issue of genre into two
thematic and mechanical forms (which Syros Shamisa compared these two
genres to style and school in the introduction of the book "Literary Schools"), it
exposes the extent of similarities between these two media.

In 2016, Scott Metzger and Richard Paxton published an article titled "Game
History: A Look at What Video Games Teach About the Past" in Routledge.
This article examines how the player encounters and interacts in thinking about
the past in using the historical elements of this media. One of the issues reflected
in this article is the player's relationship with historical thinking and historical
representation. Tobias Winnerling and Florian Kerschbaumer wrote the book
Early Modernism and Video Games in 2014. In different sections, this book has
mentioned the historical aspect of the computer to the final formation of a
medium. In the fifth part of the first chapter of this book, the issue of the role of
history in the narrative is specially discussed and the relevant genres in the
narrative are explained by examining case examples.

The background of the mentioned researches only includes the materials that
examine the narrative in video games, because the narrative is generally known
and interpreted in literary theories, and this can be considered a comparative
study between these two media. Therefore, it can be seen that the comparative
study of literature and video games has a very limited history, and the findings
were made only to discover the narrative layers and identity of this new media.
In the aforementioned reviews, the adaptation of narrative elements is limited to
the subject of similarity or difference (in different perspectives) and is not
included in the aesthetics of literature or games. Considering the importance of
this new media and the surprise of the emergence of new artistic media in this
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age, a deeper investigation into the emergence of narrative effects in the essence
of the identity of each media is necessary. The realization of this requires a
historical/sociological look at the elements and developments of these two media
in interaction with other media.

Results and Discussion

It can be seen that one of the important features of adapting Dark Souls to
modern literature is to stay away from the accident. In describing the
characteristics of modern literature, it was stated that anti-heroes are used in this
style of stories. Being an anti-hero, apart from showing a character without
heroic qualities, in the modernist literature described after the World War, places
the main character in a situation of social, economic and political problems in
which he has no role and therefore merely is present. The reason is that he is less
witness to the events. We are in the middle of the story. So, the anti-hero is
faced with a situation where he discovers. Therefore, in modernist literature, the
focus is on a transversal narrative to the inside and depth of the character and
situation, and it does not deal with the description of events in the passage of
time like classical literature.

One of the results of this approach, in addition to discovering the interior and
dealing with internal themes such as the confusion of modern man, is deepening
the identity and philosophy of place in the process of discovering the
environment. For example, in Ulysses, the beach of Dublin city is narrated in
two parts of the novel, both of which lead to the expression of Stephen's inner
thoughts and finally the fluid flow of the mind. When external events are
reduced to repetitive events, it is the internal and the identity that is highlighted.
In the Dark Souls game, the abundance of historical events and the basis of the
repetition of the world are very similar to James Joyce's view of the world. In
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the world of Dark Souls, the player discovers stories and events and basically
what happened to this land.

4. Conclusion

In the adaptation of both mentioned titles, it can be seen that the element of
challenge, which is different in the recognition of both titles compared to other
media works, has been effective in the execution of the narrative. In Dark Souls,
this challenge leads to a form of stage design that, while being open-world and
offering freedom of action to the player, leads him to a certain direction that the
designer has foreseen. On the other hand, this dark and unknown world, which is
caused by the abstraction of its creator, makes the player lost in himself, and this
defamiliarization, combined with the semi-linear narrative form, advances the
player's story in a better way. In the book of Ulysses, this challenge, which
occurs in the first stage in the verbal part, frees the reader from previous ideas
and acquaintances, and in the next stage, using this challenge, narrates a new
world. The world of Ulysses is due to the difference in styles and these
differences lead the reader to discover the depth of the character or situation as
explained in the text. In this article, the authors have tried to examine the
influence of arts on each other by comparing works with a difference of nearly a
hundred years. In different parts of this text, by expressing the mutual influence
of literature, cinema and visual arts, it proves the assumption that part of the
progress of art history, which we are generally familiar with as a linear and
longitudinal path, has a depth that is the result of experimental exchanges with
each other, which has caused the emergence of new schools. On the other hand,
this modernism is also caused by the changes that occurred in philosophy and
became more serious with social developments (such as the World War).
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