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Abstract:

This research, by creating a new understanding of governance in its original
concept, analyzed the discourses of the 5th to 12th governments in Iran, and the
gap of governance model as a discourse of the state in the Islamic Republic of
Iran. In this research, using Laclau and Mouffe's discourse analysis method, the
contexts and dimensions of governance discourse on the government’s logic of
actions in the Islamic Republic of Iran have been studied to obtain a new
understanding of the arrangement of effective forces in shaping the public sphere.
As a result, in different periods after the Islamic revolution, various discourse
subjects including construction, reform, justice-oriented, and moderation, eclipsed
the public sphere as well as the action of the governments. But each of them has
failed because of choosing heterogeneous discursive elements in the establishment
of appropriate and desirable governance. As the main finding of the research, two
propositions can be mentioned; first, the discourse of governance in Iran, while
having a gap in its idea and contexture, is intensified by the governments as the
main focus of the discourse generation, and the discourses of the post-war
governments by applying the asymmetric and disproportionate principles of
governance, have been far from the general policies of the Islamic Republic of
Iran. Second, more than anything, the lack of discourse occurred due to the lack of
transition from state to governance. The lack of a desirable model of governance
and borrowing from non-domestic discourse elements is obvious in post-war
governments’ discourses.
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