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Introduction

Distribution and redistribution, as one of the specialized functions
within the political system, aims to address inequalities and reduce
socio-economic disparities. It holds a pivotal role in the systemic
approach, as the success or failure of these efforts can significantly
influence the level of support for the political system. Following the
Revolution, the Islamic Republic embarked on a mission to narrow the
class gap across various strata of society by adopting distribution and
redistribution policies with the ultimate aim of realizing justice. The
Iranian political system thus adopted a proactive stance and function
regarding distribution and redistribution, commencing with land
reforms at the onset of the Islamic Revolution and progressing through
various policy initiatives over the span of four decades. While the
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impact of the distribution and redistribution policies can be
objectively assessed through statistical data and indicators, it is
equally crucial to take into account people’s subjective perceptions of
such policies. This subjective perception often carries substantial
weight, sometimes even outweighing the tangible outcomes of
policies, significantly influencing the political behavior of individuals
within society. In this respect, the present research tried to address the
degree of success of the post-Revolution distribution and
redistribution policies, and their impact on people’s political action.

Literature Review

Mehrgan and Ezzati (2008) delved into the impact of various factors,
including taxes, per capita income, literacy levels, unemployment, and
inflation rates, on citizens’ political participation. The findings
revealed that inflation and unemployment significantly reduced
electoral participation in the provinces. Conversely, higher levels of
literacy and per capita income were associated with increased political
engagement of citizens. Saboktakin et al. (2015) concluded that a
substantial 99% correlation exists between social and political
participation, with a 53% correlation observed for political
satisfaction and an 18% correlation for social satisfaction.
Furthermore, there is a significant relationship between the socio-
economic base and political participation. The results of the regression
analysis indicated that among these three variables, political
satisfaction had the most significant impact on participation, while
social satisfaction had the least impact on social and political
participation. Analyzing the economic redistribution policies, Hatami
(2012) demonstrated that during the 9th and 10th governments of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, there existed a set of peripheral economic
policies, such as Justice Shares (Saham-e Edalat), Mehr Housing Plan,
and targeted subsidies. These policies interacted with the broader
social and electoral context, leading to a complex reciprocal
relationship. As a result, Hatami identified two distinct syndromes in
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the redistribution policies of the governments. The first syndrome
pertained to how the peripheral policies of the government
exacerbated the conflict between the center and periphery and turned
invisible economic conflicts into socially determining issues. The
second syndrome involved the interplay between class aspects of the
government and its political ramifications. Instead of the government
acting as a party to these conflicts and as an agent in class conflicts, it
should play the role of a neutral arbitrator and mediator in resolving
class conflicts. This suggests that the government should work
towards enhancing its public image and role in this regard.

Materials and Methods

The present research adopted a descriptive—analytical approach and a
documentary method. The study aimed to propose a theoretical
framework by adapting the systems theories of Almond and Powell as
well as Robert Merton’s theory.

Conclusion

Both statistical data and public perception of policy outcomes showed
that these policies and institutions exhibited relative inefficiency
during the period from 2011 to 2020, leading to exacerbating the
existing inequalities and fostering a perception of injustice.
Additionally, people’s assessment of the economic situation
underscores the inefficiency of such policies, particularly evident in
the feedback loop within the system. It is worth noting that a key
indicator of support for a political system, particularly in electoral
systems, is the level of political participation. An increase in political
participation signifies the effective functioning of the political system,
while a decline serves as a warning to the political system, indicating
diminishing support. A comparative analysis of the outcomes of
distribution and redistribution policies, coupled with the levels of
political apathy and the participation rate from 2011 to 2020, clearly
revealed a significant connection between the effectiveness of
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resource (re)distribution and the electoral participation rate as an
indicator of the level of support for the political system. The
inefficiency of these policies and institutions has grown increasingly
conspicuous, exacerbating economic and social inequalities and
fostering a prevailing sense of political apathy and hopelessness
among the citizens. This factor can be considered one of the root
causes contributing to the declining participation rates in both
presidential and parliamentary elections.

Keywords: Distribution, Redistribution, Islamic Republic of Iran,
Participation, Political Apathy
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