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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to provide a background model for start-up development
in Iran’s sports. This study had a qualitative approach that was implemented as a
grounded theory. The statistical population of the present study included professors and
managers aware of the field of research and activists in the area of sports start-ups. The
sampling method was purposive in a standard type and continued to the point of
theoretical saturation. For data analysis, continuous comparison method was used during
the three stages of open, axial and selective coding. The results showed that issues such
as human resources, financial characteristics, idea characteristics, legal characteristics,
infrastructure characteristics and cultural conditions were identified as background
factors. The results also revealed that personality traits, individual abilities, market
characteristics and risk in the idea are identified as intervening factors in this area. The
development of start-ups in the country's sports can have positive effects in the personal,
sports and intellectual fields, and this issue considers the necessity of executive activities

in this field more and more important.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

Today, the sports industry has been identified as one of the most lucrative
industries at the international level and has become a place for financial benefits
for different countries and groups (Zhuo, Guan, & Ye, 2020, 2). The expansion of
the field of sports at the community level has caused the sports industry to have
extensive financial resources worldwide. The improvement of the sports industry
has led to the creation of large businesses internationally, which has led to the
growth of new businesses (Radman Cicin-Sain & Blazevic, 2017, 122).

Materials and Methods

This study was qualitative research that was performed using grounded theory
method. Strauss and Corbin (1998) method was used to conduct the present study.
In this study, through literature review and exploratory interviews, the method
derived from data and the method of grounded theory (coding of analysis unit,
categories and registration unit) a local model of start-up development in sports
in the country from and in was provided. the study’s participants were professors
and managers aware of the field of research and activists in the field of sports
startups. These people generally included some university professors, sports
administrators, start-up activists, sports start-ups, and investors in the area. After
analyzing the literature and completing the indicators of improving the
development of start-ups in the country's sports, 16 participants were interviewed
to complete the list of indicators of the local model of start-up development in the
country's sports. One of the interviewees (first person interviewee) was
interviewed twice because in the first interview, there were some issues from the
interviewee's point of view that were tried to be corrected in the re-interview. No
new data was obtained from the thirteenth interview, but to be sure, it continued
until the interview with the sixteenth person. Before conducting the interview,
along with the interview questions, a letter was sent to be signed by the researcher
stating that he / she has a moral obligation to maintain the contents of the interview
and the details of the participants and not to publish it. Moreover, with the
knowledge of the participants, all interviews were recorded and reviewed to
extract key points. After announcing the agreement, interviews were held with the
focus on the participants’ perception to identify the most important indicators of
the local model of start-up development in the country's sports and. In the
interviews, the respondents commented on the question about presenting a new
component or index or approving the collected components and indicators.
Coding steps in the present study were performed in three stages including open,
axial and selective coding.
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Findings

Qualitative research data were analyzed through coding process. Data analysis
steps are performed through Strauss and Corbin paradigm model of open coding,
axial coding and selective coding (selecting an axial category as the main category
and specifying the relationship between each of the central categories and
providing a logical paradigm or visual image). It ended with an evolving theory.
Sixteen interviews were analyzed through content analysis and open, pivotal and
selective coding in the form of five general components: causal conditions,
contextual conditions, intervening conditions, main phenomenon, actions and
consequences. According to the results of open coding, 100 codes were finalized
after the research interviews. Then, In axial coding, the identified open codes were
categorized according to their nature. In general, in the axial coding process, the
extracted codes were classified into sections of causal conditions, contextual
conditions, intervening conditions, strategies, and consequences. In this model,
causal factors are the factors that explain how the current situation is and why it
is important to address the central issue. In this model, causal conditions, sports
factors, environmental factors and job characteristics that can affect the local
model of start-up development in sports in the country were considered. Further,
the basic conditions of human resources, financial characteristics, idea
characteristics, legal characteristics, infrastructure characteristics and cultural
conditions to have a native model of start-up development in the country's sports,
are conditions for better success in the implementation of this process. The
paradigm model of this research was designed based on the paradigm model of
Strauss and Corbin.

Conclusion

In this study, causal conditions are events that create situations and issues related
to a phenomenon and explain why individuals and groups respond in specific
ways and means. Causal conditions include categories that directly affect the
improvement of the indigenous models of the start-up development model in the
country's sports, or these factors are the creators and developers of the
phenomenon. In this study, there are three categories of sports factors,
environmental factors and job characteristics that can affect the local model of
start-up development in sports in the country. The high volume of university
graduates, especially in the fields of physical education as well as the easy and
wide access to new applications and technologies has provided an acceptable level
of technical and technological knowledge and access to work. However,
unfortunately, the country does not rank high in the world in terms of ease and

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International Public Licen



Taghavi Rafsanjani: Background Model of Start-up... 50

entrepreneurial atmosphere, young people’s risk power and self-confidence of
them to start a new business.
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Figure 1- Paradigm model of research
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