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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to present a contextual model of the effects of coronavirus
outbreak on sports status in Iran. The research method was qualitative studies based on
Grounded theory. Data were collected using interviews and document review. Using

purposive sampling, 17 specialists in the fields of physical education and sports
management, economics and management were selected as participants and data were
collected through in-depth and semi-structured interviews to the point of theoretical
saturation. The reliability coefficient of retest interviews in this study was 0.94. The data
analysis results were obtained using Maxqgda quality analysis software in three stages of
open, axial and selective coding. Based on open coding, 98 open codes were identified by

reviewing the interviews conducted with the participants in the study. Based on the results
of axial coding and relationships between identified categories, 14 axial codes were
formed. In the last step, according to the results of theoretical coding, three main categories
of conditions, actions and consequences were inferred. Category of conditions in 3

dimensions of management, context and behavior; the category of action in 3 subsets of
coping policies, accompaniment and support; the category of outcomes were categorized
into 8 dimensions: physical effects, social anxiety, psychological effects, economic
challenges, job risks, increased physical problems, improved communication and
interactions, and the tendency toward start-up businesses. Therefore, according to the

1. Email: davood_nasr_esfahani@yahoo.com
2. Email: s.rahbari64@yahoo.com

3. Email: ssport.jafari@gmail.com

4. Email: a.saberi_2@yahoo.com

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International Public Licen



Ghafouri: Presenting a Contextual Model of the Effects... 216

research results, it was suggested that in order to reduce the effects of coronavirus in
similar conditions in the future or the continuation of these conditions, managers and
officials should focus on identified conditions, actions and consequences and formulate
management policies in line with these components.

Keywords: Corona virus, Sports, Iran, Crisis Management,Grounded Theory.

Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

The unprecedented epidemic of Covid-19 and the quarantines associated with efforts to
prevent its spread have greatly affected professional and public sports. Professional sports
teams and organizations have faced severe financial losses due to lack of spectators. With
the epidemic of corona disease in the world and Iran, sports suffered a lot of damage in all
aspects (Jonathan, Powell, Holly and Rose, 2021,3). Corona has also faced the sports
community with a financial crisis, and this financial crisis has included several months of
unemployment for coaches, managers and employees of sports venues and competitions,
and compensating for this huge financial loss is one of the other problems of the Corona
pandemic (Hamami, Herbi and Mohr, 2020, 15). The purpose of this study was to present
a contextual model of the effects of coronavirus outbreak on sports status in Iran.

Materials and Methods
The research method was qualitative studies based on Grounded theory. The research

method was qualitative studies based on Grounded theory.

The grounded theory method includes several styles, in this research, the emergent
approach related to the work of Glazer (1992) was used for data analysis.

Considering that the grounded theory (originating from the data or the foundational data
theory) fits the situation of this research and represents a good and appropriate explanation
of the existing theories, that was why this method was chosen.

In the current research, the purposeful sampling method and snowball technique were
used, and the required data were collected through semi-structured and in-depth interviews
with 17 elites who are aware of the research topic. For this purpose, in-depth qualitative
interviews were conducted with the statistical population of the research until reaching the
concept of theoretical saturation.

The statistical population of this research included managers and officials of sports and
youth departments, managers of sports clubs, entrepreneurs in the field of sports, heads of
sports teams, university professors in the field of physical education, management and
economics from different provinces and geographical regions of the country.

It should be noted that in this research, experts and experts were also paid attention to
coaches and athletes, because some of these people were entrepreneurs, managers or
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university professors - however, having the index of being an expert and an expert in sports
Being an athlete or a manager or a coach has also been considered.

The reliability coefficient of retest interviews in this study was 0.94.

The data analysis results were obtained using Maxqda quality analysis software in three
stages of open, axial and selective coding. Based on open coding, 98 open codes were
identified by reviewing the interviews conducted with the participants in the study.

Findings

Based on open coding, 98 open codes were identified by reviewing the interviews
conducted with the participants in the study. Based on the results of axial coding and
relationships between identified categories, 14 axial codes were formed. In the last step,
according to the results of theoretical coding, three main categories of conditions, actions
and consequences were inferred. Category of conditions in 3 dimensions of management,
context and behavior; the category of action in 3 subsets of coping policies,
accompaniment and support; the category of outcomes were categorized into 8
dimensions: physical effects, social anxiety, psychological effects, economic challenges,
job risks, increased physical problems, improved communication and interactions, and the
tendency toward start-up businesses.

In order to display the theoretical codes and their comprehensibility, separated layers are
presented and finally, based on the placement of the layers together, the final model of the
research is presented.

Conditions represent those situations and contexts that have led to the emergence of the
studied phenomenon, in other words, the conditions have shaped the requirements of the
problem to which people respond to those actions/interactions/or emotions and include
from the micro to the macro level. will be The dimensions of the condition category in
this research are categorized into 3 managerial, contextual and behavioral dimensions.
Action refers to those interactions and actions that actors have shown in response to those
conditions. In other words, this dimension includes the flow of interactions and emotions
that occur in response to events, situations, and issues. The action dimension in this
research was categorized into 3 subgroups of confrontational, accompanying and
supportive policies.

It expresses the results of interactions that are affected by the relevant conditions. In this
research, the consequences in 2 parts are negative consequences, including physical
complications, social anxiety, psychological complications, economic challenges,
occupational hazards, increasing union problems; And the positive consequences include
the improvement of communication and interactions and the tendency towards start-up
businesses.

Conclusion

Therefore, according to the research results, it was suggested that in order to reduce the
effects of coronavirus in similar conditions in the future or the continuation of these

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International Public Licen



Ghafouri: Presenting a Contextual Model of the Effects... 218

conditions, managers and officials should focus on identified conditions, actions and
consequences and formulate management policies in line with these components.

Keywords: Corona Virus, Sports, Iran, Crisis Management,Grounded Theory.
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Table 2- Percentage of retest reliability
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Table 3- Open coding and axial coding
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Table 3- Open coding and axial coding
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Table 4- Axial and theoretical coding
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Figure 1- Situations and backgrounds for the formation of the coronavirus
outbreak
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Figure 2- Related actions in response to the outbreak of coronavirus
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Figure 3- Consequences of Corona virus outbreak in sports in Iran
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Figure 4- Contextual model of the effects of coronavirus outbreak on Iranian sport
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