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Abstract

Improper transfer of knowledge and not putting science into practice is a serious gap in
sports. The managerial challenge of knowledge owners and investors is how to return back
produced knowledge into the stream of economic and to commercialize their scientific
findings. The purpose of this study is to design a commercialization model of sport
sciences researches. The present study was conducted by a qualitative approach with an
exploratory-fundamental nature. Research data were collected by a purposive sampling
method using a snowball technique and based on in-depth semi-structured interviews with
commercialization experts. The number of participants in research by the use of theoretical
saturation index reached 17. According to grounded theory and constructive approach, the
data were analyzed and coded. A careful interpretive understanding along with initial,
focused and theoretical coding showed that the commercialization process of sport
sciences researches becomes objective when its main components, namely Radiation,
Reflection, Creation, and Action are well implemented. The resulting model, beyond
conventional views, pure devotion to external policies and top-down development,
emphasizes the actor identification approach and the dialectic relationship between actor
and reality and can be a starting point for creating discourse and institutionalization of this
phenomenon in society and sports economics. The interesting point is that, this model can
increase the efficiency of producing knowledge and research and subsequently result in a
desirable position in academic entrepreneurship and commercialization of research
findings.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

Since the integration of entrepreneurship in the functions of universities and
research centers is more or less accompanied by a kind of rethinking of theoretical
views and redefining the functions and structural and institutional reconstruction
of this institution; therefore, moving towards an entrepreneurial university and
commercializing research achievements is a kind of paradigm shift. For this
reason, in this study, an attempt was made to look at commercialization and its
processes in sports sciences to the extent of wealth in order to determine in the
shadow of this research how sports science research can be placed on the path of
commercialization and what is the commercialization model of sports science
research? Therefore, the purpose of this study is to design a commercialization
model of sport sciences researches. The method of data collection was a
combination of in-depth semi-structured interviews with experts, library studies,
and the study of documents. Interviews were conducted with a number of experts
and key individuals in the three areas of government, academia, and knowledge-
based sports companies (entrepreneurial enterprises). The interviewees were
selected based on their level of expertise and experience in the field of
commercialization. In selecting the participants, it was tried to use both people
with academic education (faculty members) and people with managerial
experience in businesses or sports and non-sports organizations. The interviewees
were selected by purposive (theoretical) method and snowball technique. The
interview process lasted from June 2019 to March 2019 for 9 months (three times).
Of course, the process of simultaneous data collection and analysis by zigzag
method reached its theoretical saturation point by the end of the fifteenth
interview, but 17 interviews were conducted in the end. Each interview lasted
about 75 minutes. In the present study, at the same time as conducting the
interviews and receiving feedback from the interviewees during the round-trip
reference to the existing texts and documents, the notes and the initial conceptual
codes were modified. Documents and texts in this study were also used as
secondary data and were a source of questions. At the end of this section, the study
reached a stage where the initial conceptual codes and the main and sub-categories
related to the purpose of the research were identified. According to grounded
theory and constructive approach, data were analyzed and coded. Instead of
emphasizing the collection of opinions, constructive approach focuses more on
the views, values, beliefs, feelings, assumptions, and ideologies of individuals.
The output of this stage of the research was the basis of the interview questions in
the next stage and the formation of the research model. The final model of the
research was based on a constructive approach and was obtained through initial,
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centralized and theoretical coding. Different methods were used to determine the
trustworthiness of the data (equivalent to reliability and validity in quantitative
studies). To measure the reliability, re-test reliability (consistency index) and
Intercoder reliability were used. It was confirmed that the codings have good
reliability in terms of time (Consistency index 73%) and Intercoder (Repeatability
index 71%). Moreover, three methods were used to confirm the validity of the
codings (credibility, transferability and confirmability): (1) conducting the steps
of grounded theory research and its comprehensive description, (2) Codings and
then verification of processes and results by members and (3) the method of
triangulation (consensus of data, researchers and methods to obtain more accurate
and valid results). A careful interpretive understanding along with initial, focused
and theoretical coding showed that the commercialization process of sport
sciences researches becomes objective when its main components, namely
Radiation, Reflection, Creation, and Action are well implemented. The resulting
model, beyond conventional views, pure devotion to external policies and top-
down development, emphasizes the actor identification approach and the dialectic
relationship between actor and reality and can be a starting point for creating
discourse and institutionalization of this phenomenon in society and sports
economics. The interesting point is that, this model can increase the efficiency of
producing knowledge and research and subsequently result in a desirable position
in academic entrepreneurship and commercialization of research findings. This
model shows that the creation of idea(s), innovation(s) and technology(s) are the
turning point of educational, research and management activities. Therefore, the
realization of the ideal of "every research; an innovative idea" is necessary to
move the research commercialization in sports sciences. Additionally, this model
has well considered the nature of sport as a social and cultural phenomenon and
shows that not only behaviors and commercialization activities in sport are
influenced by social events but also sport sciences researches can direct beneficial
trends in the social and economic sectors. On the other hand, the obtained model
shows that academic actors or entrepreneurs (such as students and professors) in
line with their educational and research tasks should be able to cultivate
entrepreneurial attitude and business mentality of educational and research
achievements in themselves or others.
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