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Abstract

The aim of the present study was to identify performance variables affecting the pricing
of Iranian football goalkeepers. The research method was qualitative, based on the
thematic analysis. The statistical population of the study was consisted of all Iranian
Individuals with AFC coaching professional qualifications, Iranian Premier League
coaches and football instructors. The sampling method was theorical theoretically selected
and data were collected with 11 coaches and instructors. The data collection tool was an
open interview, and data collection continued until theoretical saturation, meaning that the
researcher obtained no new data and code after the ninth interview, thereby halting the
sampling process (9 + 2). Coding method and inductive approach to final themes were
used for data analysis. NVIVO10 software was also used for data analysis. The results
indicated that variables for the defensive performance variables of the goalkeeper include
conceded goal, success in One vs One situations, Sweeper Role, Shoot Control, Saving
the Goal, Mistake Lead to Goal or Chance Create and Aerial Won and variables for
offensive performance variables of the goalkeeper include assist, chance create, Key Pass,
Passes and two-footed. Therefore, it is recommended to pay attention to the research
results in designing the pricing model of the goalkeepers.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

Football as the most popular sport in the world has expanded in all its dimensions,
including financial contracts, television rights, and the value of players (Yigit
etal., 2020). The importance of the economic transactions of football players has
led to the creation of a reliable system for evaluating the performance of players,
in order to align financial reporting methods for the transparency of investment
by clubs and investors (Coluccia etal., 2018). Football clubs through the transfer
system, in addition to seeking to attract quality players to achieve greater success,
are also trying to make money by buying and selling players using scientific
pricing methods. Star players have a higher financial value due to their impact on
teams' financial and sporting success (Matesanz et.al 2018). On the other hand, in
today's football, many small clubs continue to living by transferring their players
to other teams, so transfer decisions because of its impact on financial and sporting
success for clubs are becoming more important. In most studies, the same
variables have been used for all positions, while in football the responsibilities in
each position are different from other positions. In addition, in the previous
studies, more attention has been paid to the players who are involved in scoring.
Therefore, research has not identified the performance variables of goalkeeper
post, which is the most specific position in football. Therefore, the purpose of this
study was to identify the performance variables affecting the pricing of Iranian
football goalkeepers.

Materials and Methods

The research method was qualitative, based on the thematic analysis. The
statistical population of the study was consisted of all Iranian Individuals with
AFC coaching professional qualifications, Iranian Premier League coaches and
football instructors. The sampling method was theoretically selected and data
were collected with 11 coaches and instructors. The data collection tool was an
open interview, and data collection continued until theoretical saturation, meaning
that the researcher obtained no new data and code after the ninth interview,
thereby halting the sampling process (9 + 2). Coding method and inductive
approach to final themes were used for data analysis. NVIVO10 software was also
used for data analysis. To ensure reliability and validity, we first provided the
conditions for the research to be participatory, i.e. participants simultaneously
assisted in analyzing and interpreting the data. Moreover, for compatibility of the
software with Persian language, the data were entered in the software in audio
format. Then, for implementation by the members, two experts from the first stage
reviewed the analysis process and the categories obtained.
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Findings

The results indicate that in the first step, based on the research questions, the initial
codes were identified, which were extracted 16 codes for defensive performance
variables and 10 codes for offensive performance variables. In the next step, these
codes were categorized based on topics that were directly related to the research
questions. In the end, variables for the defensive performance of the goalkeeper
include conceded goal, success in One vs. One situations, Sweeper Role, Shoot
Control, Saving the Goal, Mistake Lead to Goal or Chance Create and Aerial Won
and variables for offensive performance of the goalkeeper include Assist, Chance
create, Key Pass, Passes and two-footed.

Discussion and Conclusion

In today's football, player pricing is vital. So far, a lot of research has been done
on player pricing, most of which have sought to provide models and methods for
pricing. In this study, different factors including players' performance such as
number of goals scored, number of assists, percentage of correct passes,
percentage of dribbling, etc., personal characteristics of the player such as age,
nationality, height, leadership power, stability, etc. and finally, market
characteristics such as popularity, demand, business activities, etc. are considered
to determine the price of players. It is important to note that most of these studies
using sites and backgrounds to determine these factors, did not take into account
differences in game positions, and made no reference to goalkeepers. Therefore,
in this study, due to the research gap, the performance variables affecting the price
of the goalkeeper were identified. Regarding the explanation and importance of
the variables obtained in this study in the pricing of Iranian football goalkeepers,
it should be stated that in the world in which football clubs are managed in a
completely commercial way, players are considered as assets that numerous
factors such as in-field performance, age, demand, buying team, selling team,
player image rights, etc. play a role in determining the value of this asset.
However, the performance variable is the most important variable that in addition
to having a direct impact on the price of players, by affecting other indicators such
as player popularity, demand, image rights, etc. also changes the financial value
of players. Now in Iranian football, because clubs have not yet become
commercial enterprises and do not have a good economic structure, players are
bought solely on the basis of their performance and to succeed on the pitch, so
paying attention and identifying the performance variable is an important step in
the financial valuation of players in Iranian football. Another point is that a study
that accurately identify the performance variables of the goalkeeper position was
not found, so the findings of this study can be the most important step in the
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financial evaluation of goalkeepers in Iranian football. According to the results
obtained, it is suggested to individuals, organizations and clubs involved in the
transfer of goalkeepers in Iranian football that during the final negotiation pay
special attention to performance variables (defensive and offensive).
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