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Introduction: In the marketing mix, price is the only factor that generates revenue,
and determining the right price in any field can lead to a steady stream of revenue,
so the purpose of this study was to identify and analyze price-driven drivers of
professional players in the Iraqi Football Premier League.

Methods: The method of the present study was mixed and its design was
harmonization. The statistical population of this study consisted of experts, 15 of
whom were selected purposefully and based on theoretical saturation. In order to
analyze the qualitative information, three overlapping processes of open coding,
axial coding and theoretical coding were used and in a quantitative part,
DEMATEL analysis was used.

Results: Findings of this study showed 47 final concepts, 11 sub-categories with
the letters of human capital, club efficiency, sports performance, time effects,
geographical factors, league characteristics, player behavior, social value, transfer
rules, the rule of financial conditions and factors and the four main categories of
player characteristics, club characteristics, internal factors and external factors
affect the pricing of football players. It was also found that human capital,
financial and time effects factors have the greatest impact on explaining player
pricing, respectively.

Conclusion: Based on what has been said, it is suggested not emphasizing only a
specific factor or an indicator in the evaluation of football players, and trying to
examine and to follow the discussion of evaluation and pricing in all aspects.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Sports clubs need a lot of resources to cover the
necessary and unavoidable costs of club football, among
which one of the most important variables is the price
(Sadeghi et al., 2010). In the marketing mix, price is the
only factor that generates income and the other three
factors are cost-effective, also price is the most flexible
factor in the mix and it is also the factor that creates the
fastest reaction in competitors (Moore, 2010). Today, it
has been proven that pricing is an art and pricing
decisions reflect a combination of insight, past
experiences and complex analysis, and determining the
right price in any field can be A stable flow of income
will result, on the other hand, very low pricing may not
even cover the costs of that area (Saeidi, 2018).

Pricing is defined as determining the price for goods or
services and the process of setting and matching the
price that the customer must pay for the product or
service (Soltan Hosseini et al., 2018) and its purpose is
to continue life, to maximize current profit, maximizing
market share is extracting market juice and leading in
terms of quality (Armstrong et al., 2014). Also, pricing
is done with three pricing methods based on
competition, pricing based on cost price and pricing
based on demand, each of which provides several basic
methods for decision making. And their success is a
function of the method, the business model and the
suitability of the pricing method with the business
model (Digris, 2015).

Methods

The method of this research was mixed and its design
was of alignment type. In the first part of this research,
the data theory method of the Glazeri Approach
Foundation was used, and in the quantitative part, the
descriptive-survey type method was used. The statistical
population of this research was made up of experts and
they participated in the research in two stages. In this
research, an expert was meant to be a person who
played a role in the field of transferring football players
or valuing and pricing them. These people were selected
purposefully and based on theoretical saturation; the
total number of participating experts was equal to 15
people.

Results

Based on the results of the open, central and theoretical
coding stages through reviewing the interviews

conducted with experts and combining concepts and
sub-categories based on semantic affinity, 47 final
concepts in order, 11 sub-categories with the names of
human capital. , club efficiency, sports performance,
time effects, geographic factors, league characteristics,
player behavior, social value, transfer rules, governing
conditions and financial factors and 4 main categories
named player characteristics, characteristics clubs,
internal  organizational = factors and  external
organizational factors related to the research topic were
identified.

Conclusion

Adapting from what was said and considering the
finding that human capital has the most influence on the
pricing of Iraqgi football players, it is considered a causal
variable, it has the least influence and in At the same
time, it is the variable that has the most interaction with
other components of the pricing of football players, it is
suggested to the managers and owners of football clubs
in Iraq, in order to use or sell the considered players to
this variable more than other variables in Weigh your
decisions and include indicators such as age, the
position the players play in, skills, characteristics of the
players, talent, style of play, and the player's reputation
in the price calculation formula. Also, because the
findings showed that financial factors and time effects
after human capital have the greatest effect on pricing, it
is suggested to the mentioned people that the financial
strength and financial value of their clubs along with the
period The time of the player's contract and the time of
the player's transfer should be included in the pricing
formula along with the indicators of human capital. In
addition, club managers and owners are suggested to
give the least weight in their decisions to the pricing
based on the player's behavior, which includes the
player's goodwill, the player's treatment with Allocate
your teammates and the player's interest, because this
variable has the least effect on pricing. Also, due to the
fact that the efficiency of the club is the most affected in
the matter of pricing, it is suggested to the mentioned
people to always refer to the causal indicators in the
pricing of the players they want to use or sell. because
they pay attention to human capital, financial factors,
time effects and player performance and try to leave the
best performance in these factors; Because based on the
findings, the efficiency of the club depends on the
mentioned reasons. Finally, it is suggested to the
mentioned people not to pay attention to a specific index
or criterion in the pricing of the players, and to be
involved in the pricing according to the weight of the
criteria, because the mere reference to a specific model



or criterion is shortcoming. And it has errors, and in
pricing based on all effective indicators, these errors are
reduced.
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