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Abstract
1. Introduction

Even though Kashtaritu or Kashtariti was not an urban ruler, but he
gained such power during the time of Esarhaddon (669-680 BC) that
Assyria and other lands were afraid of this issue. This person's
position in terms of military point of view had turned the heart of the
Assyrian king, and therefore, the name of Kashtaritu is seen many
times in the prophetic letters related to the god "Shamash”, in which
Esrahaddon repeatedly asks whether or not to participate in the war
with him. There is a theory about Kashtaritu 's identity, in which he is
considered the same as Phraortes described in Herodotus' history. In
this article, while examining the details of the information related to
Kashtaritu, this adaptation is rejected and then the scope of his
territory, who he is in relation to the Medes and his place in the
history of Media are discussed.
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Esarhaddon (4ssur-aha-iddina) king of Assyria (680-669 B.C.) inherited an
accumulation of wealth and power from his father and grandfather, Sargon |1
of Assyria and Sennacherib. Two styles of inscriptions have been left from
him, one category named "Royal inscriptions" (Leichty, 2011) and the other
named "Queries to the sun god; Samas" (Starr, 1990). As much as the
mentioned king of Assyria has shown a strong and brave face in his royal
inscriptions, reading the Queries tells about his troubled situation from his
enemies. Based on the royal inscriptions, Esarhaddon called himself as such
(Leichty, 2011: 11): "The great king, the glorious king, the king of the
world, the king of Assyria, the governer of Babylon, the king of Sumer and
Akkad, the king of the four quarters."

He claims that he defeated the Cimmerians (gi-mir-ra-a-a) and Scythian
(a/ésls-gu-za-a-a) invaders and defeated them (lbid.: 18, 30, 37 & 51). In
addition to this, he said that he went as far as Cilicia (KUR.Ai-lak-ki) in Asia
Minor, and dispersed the Manaeans, whom he gave the title of "uncultivated
Gutians" (qu-tu-u la sa-an-qu) in order to humiliate them (lbid.: 18), He also
mentions the Medes as scared people paying tribute to the city of Nineveh,
who are asking for and needing his help (Ibid.: 20). His victories as far as
Egypt brought him double fame, because it was the first time that an
Assyrian (DUMU KUR.as) had set foot in this land. After conquering Lower
Egypt (KUR.mu-sir) and then Upper Egypt (KUR.pa-t0-ri-si) and Kush
(KUR .ku.u.si), Esarhaddon became so powerful that by sending a letter; he
demanded submission Cyprus (KUR.ia-da-na-na) and the lonian coast
(KUR.ia-man) to the land/mountain of Tarsus (KUR.tar-si-si) and then
claims that they became his tributary (Ibid. : 135); But when we study the
content of the Queries to the sun god related to his time, we do not see such
a conqueror at all, But when we examine the contents of the questionnaire of
the sun god related to his time, we do not see such a congueror at all, but a
city ruler (LU.EN.URU) named "mka-as-ta-ri-ti; "ka-ds-ta-ri-ti; "kas-ta-ri-
ti" (in this article: "Kashtaritu™) from the city/land of "Kar-kashi"
(URU/KUR .kar-kas-si-i), created such terror in his heart that a large part of
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oracle texts during the time of the mentioned king are special for this story
and will be discuss in the current article.

2. Methodology

What has been considered as a research method in this study, first is the
analysis of the descriptive and statistical data in the texts related to the
mythological names of the kings of Media and drawing a histoircal
chronology based on their information. Then, a comparative study was
conducted between the result of this chronology and the content of the Neo-
Assyrian texts to evaluate the level of compatibility of the data from both
sides.

3. Discussion

All in all, what is recorded in Esarhaddon's insciptions and about
Kashtaritu, addressed to the sun god and in order to receive an answer based
on the future, is as follows:

Kashtaritu had different and independence identity from Medes. In the
text "S.A.A 41" the king of Assyria said that Kashtaritu, a city ruler from the
city of "Kar-kashi, wrote a letter to Mamitiarshu (ma-mi-ti-ar-su), another
city ruler who was a king among Medes (EN-URU s$a LU.ma-da-a-a) and
offered her an alliance for independence from Assyria (Starr , 1990: 46). The
purpose of this proposal and the response Mamitiarshu text is not clear in
this, but it is obviously seen that from the point of view of Esarhhadon,
Kashtaritu was not a Median; Although Henry H. Howorth in The
Beginnings of Persian History and quoting "Boscawen™ mentioned to a text
related to the year 678 B.C which pointed out that Kashtaritu is called as
"King of the Medes" (Howorth, 1892: 375), but this text is not found in
Esarhaddon's Queries, and as a result, the source of such a claim is not clear.

Despite the strength of Mesopotamian culture in the region, it should not
be forgotten that considering the name of Kashtaritu as a name with an
Iranian root, can be useful to discuss about his originality and cultural origin.
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According to the contents of another query text identified as S.A.A 43, the
king of Assyria is in more trouble, with a city called URU ki-sd-as-su on the
verge of being invaded by both Kashtaritu and Cimmerians troops
(ERIM.MES’ LU.gi-mir-ra-a-a), Medes army (ERIM.MES LU.ma-da-a-a)
and Manaeans forces (ERIM.MES LU.man-na-a-a), which are supposedly
his allies (Ibid.: 48). From the point of view of power, the interesting point
here is that the position of Kashtaritu which is described as equal to the
power of the othe 3 mentioned forces.

With the fast advances of Kashtaritu, in the query letter "S.A.A 56",
Esarhaddon spoke about the offer of Kashtaritu about a compromise and the
tone of the words is such that the king of Kar-Kashi has the upper hand. The
text states that Kashtaritu sent a messenger to a person named nab(-suma-
iskun to tell Esarhaddon on his behalf and to write that the king of Assyria
should send his representative to conclude a treaty. Further and based on
another text, the confused Esarhaddon is asking the Sun God what to do and
whether to send a representative or not to do so (Ibid.: 61-64).

One of the interesting points of the recent text is that it describes the
organization of Kashtaritu's court in such a way that the king of Kar-Kashi
has by his side some councilors who guide him. The same positions is
mentioned by Diodorus in the account of the mythological Median kings
(cited by Ctesias) and as a Median culture in the form of members of royal
counsil during the reign of "Artaeus" (Diodorus, Il: 33). An interesting point
is that the chronology of the reign of Artaeus overlaps with Deioces in the
reports of Herodotus and Kashtaritu based on Esarhaddon's era.

In three Queries (S.A.A. 60, S.A.A. 61 and S.A.A. 62), we are faced with a
completely different situation from what happened before, so that this time it
is Essarhadun who has taken an aggressive stance and his target is directly to
describe the city of Kar-Kashi, the throne of Kashtaritu and its looting. In
these texts, Esrahdoun seeks to know whether he should commit such an
offense and whether his troops will survive this incident or whether the
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Kashtaritu's forces or the Medes or the Mannean troops will destroy them.
Also, there is no mention of Cimmerians in the remains of these writings
(Starr, 1990: 66-69).

According to the content of the texts S.A.A 64, S.A.A 65 and S.A.A 66, in
which there is no mention of Kashtaritu, nor of Kar-Karshi, and instead of
that, there is an account of the invasion of Esarhaddon’s forces to the regions
of the Medes up to the salty desert (Ibid.: 73-77), according to Diakonoff, a
city called "Bit-Kari" (E-ka-a-ri) (Ibid.: 77) is the same as Kar-Kashi
(Diakonoff, 1991: 17, n.14), and it seems the reign of Kashtaritu was
finished in Esarhaddon’s time.

4. Conclusion

In this research, it was seen that Kashtaritu, king of Kar-kashi cannot be
compared to the character of Pharaortes in Herodotus's report, and according
to the queries of Esarhaddon. It was also stated that the difference in the tone
of Esarhaddon in his queries to sun god compared to his royal inscriptions
clearly shows that the fast and early victories of Kashtaritu had so disturbed
the Assyrian court that not only did it cut off the communication to the
eastern lands and their tributes, but the Assyrian capital was also in danger
of invasion and even fall. Kashtaritu had captured many of the central
Zagros settlements and offered a local Median king named Mamitiarshu an
alliance against Assyria. It was also stated that this recent Median king was a
contemporary figure to Deioces's reign era and was considered to be related
to the time before the unification of the Medes by Deioces of Ecbatana.
Kashtaritu's advances stopped and disappeared as quickly as they came, as if
the final attack of the king of Assyria on Kar-kashi (following the texts of
S.AA. 60 and S.A.A. 62) on the one hand and the expansion of Deioces
power (according to Herodotus' report) on the other hand roled the main
factors of the fall of the King of Kar-kashi
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