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Abstract

From the early examples of mystical sonnets (ghazals) in Persian literature
to the present day, the expression of love and the depiction of amorous states
have had a special place and extensive manifestation in mystical themes.
‘Attar’s ghazals should be considered as early examples of such poetry that
blends amorous and mystical themes. The theoretical elaboration and
mystical coding of this integration can also be extracted fromwithin ‘Attar’s
ghazals. The theoretical foundations of integrating love and mysticism need
to be sought primarily in the mystical belief in the Unity of Existence.
Linguistic, stylistic, and mystical analysis of the concepts of form and
meaning reveal the structural link between love and mysticism in different
layers of “Attar’s compositions. This article examines the amorous-mystical
structure of “Attar’s ghazals and deciphers his unique symbolic language in
this field, drawing on the existing literature on the meanings and themes of
Persian ghazals until the 8"/14" century. The examination is also conducted
by employing theoretical —mysticism, cognitive linguistics, and
deconstructive stylistics centered around the dichotomy of form and
meaning. The research adopts a library-based approach, accompanied by
inductive data collection and classification, as well as qualitative,
explanatory, and exploratory analysis, leading to several main findings: it
elucidates the formation process of several commonly used symbols such as
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“locks of hair,” “face,” “beauty spots,” and “lips” in ‘Attar’s ghazals; it
critically examines the stylistic discussion of “integrating love and
mysticism”; and it analyzesovarious aspects of form and meaning in different
linguistic, literary, and mystical domains.

Keywords: Combined ghazal, Farid al-Din Attar, Unity of Existence,
Form and Meaning.
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