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Abstract

1. Introduction

Literature has the ability to reflect political, social and cultural
thoughts and events of any society (Moosaabadi & colleagues, 2017:
88). One of the characteristics of literature is its activism against
various events of human societies (Hasani bagheri & colleagues,
2022: 88). Iranian culture, especially Iranian poetry, has long been a
means of expressing love for the homeland and a song for liberation
from the yoke of foreigners and aggressors. The glory and greatness of
Iran's history and the knowledge of epic and heroic legends among
people have played a big role in the patriotism of Iranians. Patriotic
poems not only reflect their time, but also excite people and awaken
them to defend their motherland and its main elements since language,
history, nature, and culture have played a major role (Zabihniya &
Najafi: 2019). The word "homeland” has been used in Persian
literature in various meanings, and from the 3rd century of the Hijri
until today, it is seen in the poems of most Persian-language poets. In
the Khorasani style, homeland has more of an ethnic and racial
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meaning, and Ferdowsi's Shahnameh is a proof of this claim. In the
Iragi style, homeland has a mystical meaning; it is used in the
meaning of the world above and the world of the kingdom, and in the
Indian style, this word, in addition to meanings such as birthplace,
city, higher world, etc. has also been used in the meaning of beloved
or the place where beloved lives (Nadalizade & Rahimi, 2020: 54).
Patriotism is one of the key concepts that was considered by poets in
different periods of Persian poetry. The purpose of this study is to
investigate the sense of patriotism in Persian poetry and literature
using meta-composite technique.

2. Methodology

The current study is an applied research with a qualitative method
of a systematic review and a meta-composite technique. The statistical
population of the present study includes researches with the keyword
"patriotism™ in the titles of their articles from 2009 to 2022. 20 articles
were finally approved.

3. Discussion

The findings showed that 142 codes were obtained in the first stage
of coding and these codes included 13 components; national identity,
nationalism, patriotism, foresight, unity and solidarity, freedom,
justice, struggle, struggle and perseverance, struggle against tyranny,
struggle against colonialism, peace and friendship and awakening of
the people. They were also categorized into 6 dimensions
(nationalism, consolidation, democracy, struggle and endurance,
pacifism and insight). Nationalism is the most frequent with 37, and
libertarianism with 18 and fighting tyranny with 17 are in the next
ranks. Iran's historical experiences explain the reasons for this
frequency of repetition. Iranians have always sought to preserve the
land and have always tried to establish the territorial integrity of Iran
with a sense of freedom and struggle against tyranny.

4. Conclusion

Patriotism is a part of national identity, which becomes more
prominent in the poetry of some poets, especially when there is a fear
of foreign aggression. Poets have paid attention to homeland and
patriotism in all historical periods (Hejazi & Rahimi, 2011). There
have always been poets who have worked for the pride and liberation
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of the country and have put their poetry in the service of the country
(Hemat Khah et al, 2018). One of the most attractive themes in the
literature of the constitutional era, which occupied the mind and
language of the speakers of that era, is the concept of freedom and
patriotism, issues that the poets had not paid attention to before, and
even if they had talked about freedom and patriotism, they had a goal
other than the concepts and goals of the poets of the contemporary
era.( Kooshan et al, 2019) In the period of Constitutionalism, with the
emergence of poets such as Adib-ul-Mamalek Farahani, Syed Ashraf
Qazvini, Arif Qazvini and Malek-al-Shoara Bahar, nationalism and
love for the homeland was once again revived in poetry(Hejazi &
Rahimi, 2011). In addition to new themes such as national, patriotic,
critical, political and social issues, the poetic works of
Constitutionalism are often about the life of the deprived in the society
and sympathy for the oppressed and the call for reform and
improvement in the society.( Hoseini Kazerooni, 2010; Tvakoli
Mohamadi, 2016) Love for the land and preservation of common
values, which are manifestations of patriotism, can be seen in the
works of every people and nation.(Soleymani, 2023) Patriotism has a
special effect in Persian poetry, and whenever the homeland has been
attacked by foreigners, poets have taken to the pen and written
eloguent poems and verses describing it. Poets in different periods
have Dbeen influenced by the political, social and cultural
developments of their period (Sharifpour&Torabi, 2015). The
literature of any nation is influenced by its society and culture, and
literary works reflect the events that occur in a society in each period.
The poem is like a mirror that informs the audience about various
events of the poet's time; therefore, poems and literary works can be
used to learn about many events and social developments. Poets have
always tried to use value concepts in their poems; among other things,
the feeling of belonging and the importance of homeland in the poets’
works clearly follow this rule. The present study examines patriotism
as a significant and valuable concept in Persian literature. The
keyword of “patriotism” in the 20 studied articles includes
“patriotism” (5%), “love of homeland” (60%), “praising motherland”
(10%) and “love of motherland” (25%). Patriotism includes important
aspects such as nationalism, consolidation, democracy, struggle and
perseverance, pacifism and insight. A nation that has the necessary
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insight and strives to fight for the homeland, can always be stable and
lasting in human history.

Keywords: Patriotism, Nationalism, Homeland, Persian poetry and
literature
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