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1. Introduction

Women's agency has been a key concept and proposition in the history
of women's studies and feminism which reveals the sociopolitical
status of women in different communities. It is believed that women's
agency can serve as a theoretical and analytical framework based on
which beliefs and cultural patterns of feminine behavior in societies
can be traced. This concept has long been investigated in the world
literature based on critical, maternal, educational, equality, and
freedom perspectives but some of these studies in social and political
dimensions have been affected by an androgenic dominance, or
duffers from methodological and epistemological deficiencies and fail
to fulfill its goals. Islamic revolution, due to its roots in Islamic
ontology and epistemology has provided a realist understanding of
woman agency which is manifest in different dimensions of resistance
literature but the way this agency is manifested in literary work is not
still discussed in the literature.. Taking this problem into account, the
present study aimed to employ a systemic functional perspective that
serves as a meaning-based theory of language and holds that meaning
resides in the systemic patterns of language. The theory maintains that
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meaning-making is a context-embedded procedure realized in relation
to power, socialization, and ideology through the three variables of
mode, tenor, and field. Integrating it with the view that, from a socio-
linguistic perspective, language and literature are not merely a means
of communication but a social action through which attitudes, beliefs,
identities, and values are created, the present study was an attempt to
decipher ideational meta-functional patterns a corpus randomly
selected from Savushun novel and Daa war writing.

2. Methodology

Similar to many comparative translation studies, the present research
fits in the interpretive paradigm of the text analysis that adopts the
functional-systemic theory of Halliday to analyze the employment of
ideational meta-functions in the novels of “Daa” as the representative
of post-revolutionary resistance literature and “Savushun” as the
representative of pre-revolution social literature. In this study, to
compare the two corpora, processes involved in the generation of
ideational functions were investigated. The processes were
categorized into six different types including material process,
relational process, mental process, verbal process, verbal process, and
existential process. These processes along with their conditions and
participants form our comparative analytical framework for analyzing
the samples of Daa and Savushun.

3. Discussion

The study's analytical framework was applied to investigate the
transitivity patterns that generate the roles and functions in literary
texts. These patterns were realized in terms of “process”, which is a
state of action, happening, change, or transition entailing a perceptual,
emotional, behavioral, existential, or interactional process and are
realized through verb groups in the sentence with the centrality of the
verb, “participants”, encompassing peoples, objects or abstracts
having particular semantic roles including actor, goal, senser,
phenomenon, attribute, carrier realized through noun and ultimately,
“conditions” that entail when, where, why, how and what of a process.
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It was found that both writings have employed ideational meta-
functions to reflect women's agency in sociopolitical and real-life
spheres. Still, the frequency and agentive nature of these meta-
functions in the resistance novel of “Daa” is more prominent. It was
found that both corpora have differences and similarities in the six
processes of ideational metafunction including, 1. “Material Proces: is
defined as a state in which actions through which a person or a thing
carries out an independent physical or abstract action (e.g. walking) or
an action in relation with others (e.g. cause), 2. “Mental processes”,
portraying mental reactions involving thought, perception, and
emotion, 3. “Relation process” involves the creation of relations
among the participants that are described in terms of attributes, value,
and so on, 4. Conveying the outward manifestation of an inward
action in a single participant and encompasses physiologic or
psychologic behaviors, 5. It is a materialized saying that involves a
teller, a receiver, a verbiage or content of saying, and a target which is
a person or thing for which the process is created and, 6. the process
representing the existence of a single participant and is realized
through some verb groups such as existed, appeared, remained and so
on. It was concluded that the frequency of the processes portraying
women's agency and role in her societal actions and behaviors by
Zahra Hosseini for writing Daa is significantly more than those
employed by Simin Daneshvar in developing Savushun.

4. Conclusion

It seems that the ontological and epistemological boost of Iranian
culture and literature after the revolution, due to the adoption of a
relist approach, not only becomes consistent with women and
feminine writing but also lays an intellectual groundwork for
promoting women's agency and boosting and strengthening the idea of
an Islamic Iranian woman through literature. Despite that, the
adherence of Savushun to such a view can not be ignored showing that
Iranian writers both, have not been affected by a western
interpretation of Feminism in literature.
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