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Abstract

1. Introduction

One way to gain knowledge on the basics of resistance culture and the
ways of teaching these principles is to conduct scientific studies in the
field of popular culture and literature. Regarding the components of
resistance literature, such as praising the Karbala incident, defending
the homeland, praising heroes and martyrs, fighting against
oppression, and so on in the Bakhtiari and Boyer Ahmadi epic poems,
the present study is aimed towards analyzing resistance patterns as one
of the components of resistance literature in the Bakhtiari and Boyer
Ahmadi epic poems. There are mythical persona (Ki Khosro, Bahram,
Arash Kamangir, etc.), epic characters (Rostam, Siavash, etc.) and
historical characters (Ariobarzen and...) in the Bakhtiari and Boyer
Ahmadi epic poems that can instantiate the resistance patterns. The
data for the present study come from library resources. Also, the
researchers employed qualitative method to analyse data. The
analyses suggest that it can be said that the role models to stimulate
and encourage the fighters in the battlefields in the epic poems of
Bakhtiari and Boyer Ahmadi are mostly mythological and epic
characters that are, in one way or another, borrowed from Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh. In addition, in the majority of poems, there is a deep
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connection between mythical and historical characters and Bakhtiari
and Boyer Ahmadi ethnic heroes. This, in fact, inspires the spirit of
victory and role model derived from Iranian mythology.

2. Review of literature

The library resources indicate that there are certain studies concerned
with Bakhtiari and Boyer Ahmadi epic poems. In the study entitled
"verse or Boyer Ahmadi epic mourning odes”, Shahbazi concludes
that Boyer Ahmadi mourning odes are not affiliated with a particular
poet and contain a simple design without climax and fall. Besides, the
description of battles as well as the characters are very strong and their
narrator is the omniscient third-person. Moreover, in another article
entitled "the descriptive and structural criticism of Bakhtiari epic
mourning”, Shahbazi also finds out that Bakhtiari epic mourning odes
have not been attributed to a particular poet and the narrator is
likewise the omniscient third-person. In the same vein, Hajianpour
and Siahpour also in the article “the political representation of Reza
Shah's policies on nomads in the Boyer Ahmadi folk poems” conclude
that Reza Shah's policies ignited battles between the Boyer Ahmadi
tribes and governmental agents that led to their defeat, despite the
efforts of Boyer Ahmadi tribes.

Accordingly, Saberi et al. studying the depiction of Boyer Ahmadi
heroes in the of Boyer Ahmadi epic poems, conclude that Boyer
Ahmadi people praise their heroes, such as Kay Larasb Butouli,
Mirghlam Shah Qasemi, Mila Gholamhossein Siahpour and so on, to
preserve and promote the fighting spirit of the fighters.

As it is clear on the resistance patterns and influential characters in the
Bakhtiari and Boyer Ahmadi epic poems (as one of the instances of
the items of resistance literature), there are no research being
concerned with the major aspects of the Bakhtiari and Boyer Ahmadi
epic poems.

3. Research Objectives and Questions

Understanding the folk culture and literature offers significant
contributions to the anthropology and literature of a nation as well as
preserving cultural capitals. Due to such necessity, despite the
widespread representation of the items of the folk literature in
Bakhtiari and Boyer Ahmadi epic poems, we seek to analyse the
resistance patterns. Also, it is intended to examine how Bakhtiari and
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Boyer Ahmadi people recruit such patterns against enemies and
tyrants and what their historical roots and backgrounds are.

4. Discussion

The data for the present study came from library resources. The
findings indicate that Bakhtiari and Boyer Ahmadi people employed
mythical, epic, and historical characters and patterns to encourage and
instigate their fighters. Bahram, Arash Kamangir and Keikhosrow are
among the mythical heroes that are highly respected. It is to note that
Keikhosrow has been represented mostly in Boyer Ahmadi culture
and epic. Rostam is of epic heroes who has found a salient status due
to the influence of Shahname and Shahname-reciting tradition upon
the people. Interestingly, Bakhtiari and Boyer Ahmadi poets have
resembled their fighters to Rostan and his special armory with respect
to their fighting skills. People are always proud of him and praise him
in battle times.

Keywords: Resistance literature, Mythological patterns, Folk culture,
Bakhtiari epic poetry, Boyer Ahmadi epic poetry
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