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Abstract

While Descartes tried in his philosophy after using the
procedure of doubt by introspection and rational intuition to
achieve the essence of “the self” as thinking substance and
then by clear and distinct ideas that he already had of “the
other” (including God and other creatures) to make judgement
about the existence and the essence of “the other” and in the
end by using the truths which were known with the mediation
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of natural light of reason to acquire the regulator moral
principles with “the other”, Pascal in addition of asserting the
impossibility of discovering “the self” by introspection,
reversed all the creative process of Descartes and considered
discovering of “the self” in its relation with “the other” and
succedent to it and as a result, the free thinking and
autonomous Cartesian subject that faced “the other” only as
its object of knowledge and supposed the existence and the
essence of “the other” as something dependent on the ideas
that he had from them, manifested in complete contrast with
the heteronymous and subordinate Pascalian human that his
only alteration before and after grasping the God’s grace lies
in experiencing the different kinds of heteronomy and the
impossibility of autonomy and finally, regulation of relation
with “the other” just establishes by referring to a “super
other” i.eh. God.

Extended Abstract
In order to pave the way for the analytic method which seemed to be a
comprehensive and universal method that can be used in all different
sciences and to sketch a unique tree of wisdom, Descartes by using his
hyperbolic procedure of doubt in his Meditations that kept aside everything
around him which can be labeled as doubtful, reached to an Archimedean
certain point (which is known as “Cogito”) that would led him to discover
“himself” as a thinking immaterial substance and from that point he could
o further and further to grasp the knowledge of every “Other” creatures
%including God and everything else). In other words, Cartesian subject
wouldn’t accept the being of anything but himself unless he could first find
a clear and distinct idea of it and then investigate for its verification by
referring to the origin of that idea and when we once in our life time grasp
the knowledge of érst principles, we can only amuse ourselves with the
fruits of wisdom’s tree. Descartes in each step of philosophizing was self-
satisfied just with his own cognitive faculties and thoroughly trusted the
natural light of reason and this autonomy and the discovered truths from
it would be the prime principles for moral life and regulation of relation
with other human beings in every situation that might happen in our
relationships with each other. Hence, autonomy and freedom of human
and to live by the rules and maxims that mere reason would offer are the
most marvelous and prominent values.

On the other hand, Pascal by inspiration from the Augustinian
theological anthropology with the mediation of Jansenism, tried to
overturn Descartes’ luxurious edifice and reverse the whole story. Exactly
in contrast with Cartesian subject, Pascal believed that one can never put
aside himself as something completely different with “the other” and then
decide to whether believe in the existence of which kind of beings that he
was in possession of its idea or not. In Pascal’s account, after Adam’s
Original Sin all the human beings are no longer in possession of uniqueness
of nature and free will and atonement of their sin is a duplicity that is the
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cause of their failure in acquiring metaphysical knowledge and therefore
there is no reason to presume that fallen humans have the proportional
cognitive faculties to discover the truth of the beings and we have to leave
our pride for good and live with humbleness due to the wonder and
perplexity that comes with disproportion of man with the object of his
metaphysical knowledge. With respect to the essence of man, Pascal in his
Pensees took two different positions, of course compatible with each other
(one explain the mechanism of the other): in one of them he considered
“the self” to have a passive role and in the other position he gave “the self”
an active role. In the former, Pascal defined “the self” as an object of the
other’s love i.e. to be “the self” is to earn the love of someone and in the
latter, he describes the process of discovering “the self” in two orders of
before and after God’s grace. Before grace, fallen humans only follow their
secret instinct that command them to deceive “the others” in order to earn
their love and respect and they will do the same mutually in a continuous
manner. And after grace by the insight that one achieves from it, he would
consider himself as a member of a whole (in Christian context, the body of
Christ) and will discover and love “the self” by and in God and Christ. The
analogy between all of these scenarios is that in each case “the self” can be
discovered only in a chain of relations with “the other”. One cannot find
“the self” through introspection or by a process of logical demonstration
but have to fin§ it in and by an appropriate “other” and in theological
context this is “the super other” (God) tEat is the necessary condition for
regulating the relation with other human beings.
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