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Abstract
Descartes found the main basis of modern thought. As a critic of modern
thought, Gadamer has a critical approach to Descartes' philosophy. If we
don't pay attention to this point, we can't understand many themes of
Gadamer's philosophy. Descartes' epistemology is the origin of the idea of
absolute human reason in the history of modern philosophy, from its
perspective, one can achieve universal and certain knowledge and truth.
Gadamer's thoughts on understanding and truth criticize this idea, i.e. this
Cartesian approach in modern epistemology. Gadamer's criticism of the
Cartesian approach of modern epistemology targets the foundations of
Descartes' philosophy; e.g. the concept of absolute reason, foundationalism,
certainty, and denying the validity of tradition. Here we will examine
Gadamer's critical approach to these Cartesian themes and then we will try
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to ask the Cartesian problem of validity and epistemological justification
from Gadamer and examine the possible answer derived from his works.
Keywords: Gadamer, Descartes, modern epistemology, foundationalism,
certainty, tradition

Extended Abstract

One of the most important philosophers whose ideas about understanding
are in contrast to Gadamer's views is Descartes. Here I try to clarify this
contrast under several headings.

1- The concept of absolute reason and Gadamer's rejection of it

Gadamer's refutation of the concept of absolute reason obviously is anti-
Cartesian and anti-Enlightenment. Following Hegel, Gadamer places reason
in the historical situation and rejects the modern Cartesian view of absolute
rationality. As a result, absolute reason is not possible for Human that has
historical property: reason for us is only in historical form and It is concrete
and depends on the historical situation.

Rejection of foundationalism

In his epistemological program, Descartes relies human knowledge on the
basis of certain knowledge; knowledge that has his standard of clarity and
distinction and could not be doubted. All forms of foundationalism believe
that a sound explanation of human knowledge must answer the question of
how our epistemic claims about the world can be justified. But there is a
problem here. The basics of the language are unnecessary and the norms of
knowledge have reached us through history. Both of these cases have roots
in very distant ages that we can never secure them from any possible doubt.
From Gadamer's point of view, the failure of foundationalism does not
necessarily require skepticism but can encourage us to accept fallibility.
fallibility

One of the important properties of Gadamer's thought, which has an anti-
Cartesian aspect, brings him closer to contemporary empiricists, and has a
realistic character, is his fallibility.

Gadamer calls the fallible knowledge he is looking for comprehensive
knowledge and contrasts it with definitive knowledge. Experience
dialectically leads us to comprehensive knowledge. Gadamer's
comprehensive knowledge is based on his special attitude towards the
nature of experience. According to Gadamer, "being an experienced or
experienced person" is always and essentially a non-prejudiced person, who
is prepared and ready to have new experiences and learn from them in a
special way because of the many experiences he has had and the knowledge
he has gained from them.

Rejection of Cartesian isolated subject and modern subjectivism

Gadamer rejects the Cartesian image of the subject. According to him, there
is no isolated subject without a world and without history that is supposed
to find its way out of isolated consciousness; Historical subject and historical
object belong to each other.
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Method problem

Gadamer is against the basic Cartesian attitude that the correct method as a
completely mechanical and machine process, containing a set of precise
rules, can lead us to accurate, certain, and justified knowledge and
understanding. According to him, this view of the method, especially in the
humanities, is not compatible with the dynamic and complex character of
human experiences; experiences in which prejudices, contexts, and the
hi?tory of the work itself, all of which are dynamic in nature, play a central
role.

Gadamer and a Cartesian question

What is the criterion for distinguishing true prejudices from false
prejudices? How can we have a critical approach to the prejudices of
tradition? The mentioned questions has a Cartesian tone. Because it was
Descartes who was looking for a justified basis for every knowledge. From
Gadamer's point of view, time distance can be very helpful in such a
situation.

conclusion

One of the results of Gadamer's critical approach to Descartes's thought is
the rejection of a fixed, stable, and all-inclusive concept of the subject.
Therefore, the Cartesian subject, which is an entity without relation to the
social, cultural, and historical context, has no place in Gadamer's
hermeneutics.

According to the rejection of the Cartesian image of the subject, reason also
finds a historical place, and certain and universal claims for all times and
places lose their validity, as a result, fallibility becomes inevitable. Accepting
tallibility does not mean denying the possibility of knowledge and the
possibility of attaining the truth, but it means paying attention to the
requirements and limitations of the historical situation of mankind in
achieving knowledge and getting closer to the truth. Therefore, knowledge,
like man himself, finds a historical character and finds a deep relationship
with tradition. One of the obvious mistakes of Descartes' epistemology is not
paying attention to the requirements of human historical existence; a
mistake that has led to efforts and searches to achieve timeless and placeless
claims about the truth, and as a result, a platform has been provided for all
kinds of narratives of modern dogmatism.
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3. situational

4 finitude

5. falliblism

6. arbitrary

7. negative aspect of experience
8. wise

9. comprehensive knowledge
10. definitive

11. Being experienced
12. undogmatic

13. openness

14. approximation

15. prejudices

16. legitimacy

17. representationism
18. egocentrism

19. isolated consciousness
20. reflection/reflexion
21. reflection
22.finitude
23.justification
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