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Abstract
The problem of human soul’s pre-existence or its coming to
existing, with is history from ancient Greece to present time
was one of the most important philosophical issues. The
Platonic view of souls eternity has been sometimes explained
on the basis of the opposite mode of principle “all things
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coming to being are preceded by potentiality and matter”
(Kullu Hadith-in Masbug-un Bi-Quwwat Maddat). -in wa In
fact, this principle has been challenged in islamic tradition of
philosophy, but it is the ground for introducing the body as
the matter of the multiple souls by Ibn-Sina saying the is the
base of preferring the soul’s spiritual coming to being. Ibn-
Sina not only expresses the problems of the view of unity of
human souls, but also referring to personal mental properties
shows that these properties cannot be explained without
multiplicity of human souls. Proving the invalidity of the unity
of the souls, a necessitous premise is provided fo Ibn-Sina’s
argument on the occurrence of the souls coming to existing.
Ibn-Sina’s view has been subjected by various thinkers who
have considered Ibn-Sina’s claims indefensible based on his
philosophical foundations which consider them revisable.
Sadra’s transcendental wisdom, while accompanying the
plurality of the souls and their occurrence and defending the
philosophical rule, says that Ibn-Sina’s view is subjected trying
to reconstruct it. The present study explores the challenges of
Ibn-Sina’s view on the soul’s occurrence and its coming to
being, and its reconstruction by Sadr al-Muta’allehin.
Accordingly, while stating the reasons for the unity or
plurality of human souls based on the mentioned rational rule,
an attempt has been made to express the subjections on the
rule and the proposed answers, finding a new way sole the
challenges on the soul’s occurrence and its coming to being.

Key words: soul’s coming to existing, unity and multiplicity of
the souls, contingency, possibility, Ibn-Sain, Sadr ul-
Muta’allehin.

Extended Abstract

The issue of the emergence and improvement of the human soul, as well as
the unity or multiplicity of human souls, has been a significant
philosophical topic since ancient Greece. The debate on the unity of souls
began with Aristotle’s De Anima and continued with his commentators.
According to Ib-Sina, the body mirrors the soul’s spirituality, while
simultaneously presenting itself as the essence of the multiplicity of souls.
It is suggested that our common experiences and perceptions as human
beings may indicate the unity of identity agents. Therefore, the
multiplicity of human souls will only be accompanied by the existence of
many individuals.

From this perspective, the unity of humanity is rooted in the unity of
the general soul, which everyone shares. Consequently, the multiplicity of
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human souls is not essential but accidental, arising from the multiplicity in
existence, embodiment, and senses. To prove the personal unification of
human beings, one can rely on the falsity of the creation of the soul, which
itﬁelf islbased on denying the existence of former matter for the creation of
the soul.

Criticizing the monotheism of the soul, Ibn-Sina shows that the
characteristics of the soul cannot be explained except by referring to the
plurality of souls. According to him, human beings differ in their thoughts,
feelings, and actions, showing that the souls of human beings are multiple.
This multiplicity is not caused by the multiplicity of human bodies, but it is
the inherent property of their souls. Therefore, the unification between
human beings is not individual but in their species.

He considers that the falsity of the unification of human souls is a
premise for their coming into existence. He claims, contrary to the
previous point of view, that there is some antecedent matter for the
creation of the souls of human beings and therefore, the body is itself the
matter that provides the possibility for the souls to come into existence.

Comparing these two viewpoints shows that both of them consider the
necessity of pre-existence of the matter to prove their thesis. This thesis in
Islamic Philosophy has been explained as the principle “all things coming
to being are preceded by potentiality and matter” (Kullu Hadith-in
Masbuq-un Bi-Quwwat-in wa Maddat), though this principle has been
challenged by many other thinkers who have argued against it.

Even if Ibn-Sina tries to provide some reasons that human souls are
coming into existence, he must answer the objections against the
intellectual principle. Otherwise, he cannot defend the multiplicity of the
souls of human beings and therefore his reasons that souls are coming into
existence. All these points make the issue more complex, and as this article
has shown, the challenges arising from it can only be solved through
Sadraean Wisdom.

In other words, it is not possible to defend Ibn-Sina’s claims based on
his philosophical foundations, and these need to be reconsidered. But this
reconsideration is only an appeal on grounds and premises, not on Ibn-
Sina’s claims. Therefore, while accompanying the principle of multiplicit
and creation of the souls, the tramscendenta‘O wisdom (Hikmat al-
Muta’aliah) of Sadr al-Muta’allehin challenges the foundations of Ibn-Sina’s
foundations in this regard, defending the intellectual principle and
revising it.

Based on analytical methods referring to library sources, this article
tries to analyze the problems in Ibn-Sina’s point of view and its revision by
Sadr al-Muta’allehin. Therefore, an effort has been made to explain the
reasons for the unity or multiplicity of the souls of human beings. This
effort has been made on the base of that intellectual principle has been
mentioned, stating the problems and the ways found in solving them,
trying to find a new way in solving those problems.
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