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A significant issue among philosophical issues is to determine the
relationship between ethics and religion. Traditionally it was believed that
ethics is based on religion and there could not be any ethical system without
religion. With the increasing critics against religion in the modern era the
attempts for demonstrating an ethical system independent from religion has
been increase as well. The proponents of ethical autonomy put forward
considerable critics against ethics based on religion which is difficult to
ignore. The aim in this paper is to deal with relationship between ethics and
religion. The writer while approving the significant challenge offered against
ethics based on religion defend a theory displaying two pillars for ethics.
According to this theory epistemic and psychological aspect of ethics is
distinguished. The writer will display that the epistemic aspect of ethics is
independent from religion while the ontological aspect of ethics is depended
on religion.
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Extended Abstract
The Statement of the Problem

The importance of the relationship between religion and ethics is not ignored by any scholars who
deal with ethical issues. The question that can be asked in this regard is: Does religion have an
effect on ethics? Many philosophers look at this issue in such a way that basically there is no
problem and crisis in expressing the relationship between ethics and religion, and they agree with
the opinion and judgment of William Frankna that the ideals of Western thought and the principles
of democracy ultimately require the acceptance of the religious principles (frankna, 1963, 43).
From the modern era onwards, we have seen numerous criticisms that have been made on the views
that consider ethics as dependent on religion, and this has led to extensive debates in this field. This
article is also an effort its purpose is to provide a solution for this problem. In this effort, the author
agrees with the general view of Frankna who accepts the dependence of morality, but the
dependence of morality on religion cannot be based on the cognitive aspect. According to the
defenders of the theory of the dependence of morality on religion, in fact, one of the common
features of religions is its practical aspect. One of the main teachings of religions is that the goal
of moral life is unattainable without applying religion in the action stage (Zayzebski, 2005, 344).

Methodology

The current research is a library and descriptive analytical method with a critical approach has been
used.

Discussion

Ethics based on religion is often mentioned in the sources of moral philosophy as a theory of divine
command theory. In order to understand and analyze it correctly, this theory can be expressed in
the form of the following model: an action is considered morally right when God has commanded
it to be done, and it is wrong when God has commanded it to be abandoned (Zayzebski, 2005, 356).
According to this opinion, the divine command is the origin of moral rules. The theory of the divine
command tries to defend the objectivity of moral knowledge by basing it on the divine command
(Taliaferro, 1998, 201). But the important question that this theory faces is that what exactly the
meaning of this theory is (Peterson and others, 2016, 429).

This view has been criticized since the New Age, and David Hume is the most famous person
for criticizing this theory in term of the naturalistic fallacy. According to him, the natural fallacy is
the inference of moral conclusions in an incorrect way. His moral theory is a direct result of his
theory of empiricism. He says: " it was inconceivable that philosophers could jump from ‘is’ to
‘ought’ without showing how the two concepts were connected (Hume, 1984, 43).

According to the traditional view, many groups believe that if there is no religion, there will be
no morality and any action without religion will be permissible. Secular ethics is a type of ethical
theory that defends the independence of ethics and defends moral principles without basing them
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on the existence of God. According to this point of view, the value and validity of ethics and moral
principles are not dependent on religion, and ethics can exist without religion (Ewing, 1947, 3).

It seems that due to the differences of opinion regarding the relationship between ethics and
religion, the possibility of finding a solution in expressing the relationship between these two is far
from reach.

The theory of bipolar morality can be one of these solutions that the author defends. According
to this theory, morality is independent from religion in one way, but it is dependent on religion in
another way. The main challenge of the theory of the dependence of ethics on religion is the
inability to solve the epistemological concern of ethics. The theory of the dependence of morality
on religion will only be overcome by falling away from the epistemological justification of moral
knowledge. The author believes that the mentioned challenge provides an important reason not to
make morality completely dependent on religion. How can we consider the divine as the source of
morality without having a correct understanding and idea of goodness? Any kind of judgment about
goodness depends on our prior understanding of the concept of goodness. From this point of view,
the criticisms raised by the defenders of the theory of moral independence are instructive. The
goodness and badness of the intellect which is emphasized in the Imamiyah and the Mu'tazila
theology can be seen as an expression of the epistemological independence of the intellect in
understanding the good and evil of things.

In this view, the epistemological pillar and the ontological pillar are separated from each other,
and while the former is rooted in man, and the latter is rooted in God (religion). The precedence of
the epistemological pillar over the ontological pillar is important. It is absolutely necessary to have
an understanding of the concept of good without relying on religion and religious concepts, so that
every good thing or every good being, including God, can be understood.

Conclusion

In this article, it was stated that it is impossible to ignore the influence and role that religion can
have on ethics. Therefore, in the present research, an effort was made to find a different solution to
express a new type of relationship between religion and ethics. In this solution, on the one hand,
ethics was not considered completely independent from religion in order to defend the theory of
independence and autonomy of ethics. On the other hand, morality was not considered completely
dependent on religion, but it was stated that morality has two pillars. To explain these two pillars,
two aspects of ethics were distinguished from each other: the epistemological aspect and the
psychological aspect. It was stated that ethics is not based on religion in terms of epistemology,
therefore it is independent.
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