JH

Journal of Philosophical Investigations

—

Journal of Philosophical Investigations

e

)
University of Tabriz

—

Print ISSN: 2251-7960  Online ISSN: 2423-4419

Homepage: https://philosophy.tabrizu.ac.ir

Deconstruction of Power, Resistance and Subjectivity;
a comparative analysis of Hannah Arendt and Michel Foucault

Bayan Karimi

Assistant Professor of Educational Science Department, University of Kurdistan. Iran. E-mail: karimi.bayan@uok.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Article history:

Received 8 April 2023

Received in revised from 23
June 2023

Accepted 4 July 2023

Published online 22 November
2023

Keywords:
Arendt,  Foucault,  power,
subjectivity, gender, human

agency, resistance

This article aims to reassess the concepts of power, resistance, and
subjectivity by examining the ideas of Hannah Arendt and Michel Foucault.
At first glance, it seems that these two thinkers, rooted in different
philosophical and theoretical foundations, are in opposition to each other,
making a dialogue between their perspectives seemingly impossible.
However, this article proposes an alternative approach by highlighting the
common grounds and commonalities in their deconstruction of power.
Moreover, it argues that their political views can be seen as aligned and
complementary, leading to a deepening and development of each other's
ideas and the creation of new political approaches. Thus, the central
questions addressed in this article are: what forms of agency emerge for the
contemporary subject as result of the deconstruction of power in thought of
Arendt and Foucault? How does power act as a source of resistance while
opening up new possibilities for the subject? The main finding of this study
is that, in contrast to traditional and modern interpretations, power in the
works of these thinkers is seen as a positive, creative, and productive
concept. Based on this understanding, resistance and alternative forms of
empowerment for the subject emerge. It should be noted, however, that
Arendt’s and Foucault’s interpretation of resistance agency and power may
differ due to the primacy of political and social issues in their respective
theories.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Arendt and Foucault presented a model of power that differs from classical and modern approaches.
They criticized thinkers who viewed power as individual or group property, as well as those who
saw it as the cause of social and political oppression and restriction. With their radical critique of
established power definitions, Arendt and Foucault aimed to improve the understanding of power
while expanding the concepts of resistance and human agency in the realm of politics and society
(Allen, 2002, 131-132). These thinkers have also issued serious warnings about modern political
and social processes that prioritize the subjectification of the subject. These concerns are evident
in Arendt's concept of totalitarianism and Foucault's notion of biopolitics.

This study will first use a descriptive-analytical and comparative method to describe and analyze
the political views of Arendt and Foucault in two separate parts, critiquing classical and modern
definitions of power and their connection to the central themes of resistance, subjectivity, and
human agency. Then, in the evaluation part, by comparing and analyzing the opinions of these two
thinkers, we will see that such a definition of politics offers a new possibility for rethinking and
new forms of resistance, defining power in favor of subjects who have always been marginalized.
Rethinking power and some other political concepts as a neglected approach in the field of politics
also opens a new perspective with other possibilities and functions for political and social thinking.

Hannah Arendt and Reverse Power: Resistance is Power

Through her redefinition of power, Arendt introduces a new perspective into the realm of politics,
by emphasizing the participation of the individual in the public sphere based on collective
expediency rather than purely biological needs. According to Arendt, the emergence and
development of power can be observed in the position and resistance of people who participate in
communal actions. For Arendt, power has significance in the pursuit of personal and political
identity, and when a group joins together in resistance, its power endures. It emphasizes the
importance of people's unity in the public sphere in order to resist power and create new power
structures (Ardent, 1969, 44). Power has nothing to do with individuality and does not belong to
the actions of one person alone. The most important characteristic of power is that it is social in
nature and is defined in the context of collective action. Group action is the most meaningful aspect
of life, and without it everything is absurd and stupid. Referring to ancient Greece, Arendt praises
the political of that era and the unique style of political life based on human plurality and the active
participation of citizens.

Foucault and the Immanent Power: Grounding Multiple forms of Resistance

Foucault's central investigation of the domination of power relations in society has led him to
develop a new model that distinguishes him from the structuralist thinkers who preceded him. In
doing so, he not only examines the modern methods by which power is exercised, but also explores
ways to resist and challenge it. This shift in focus means that the individual is no longer seen as a
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passive subject trapped in power structures and institutions, but as an active agent capable of
resistance. Rather than focusing only on the negative aspect of power and repeatedly reaffirming
its importance as a repressive and constraining, he considers repressive measures productive
constructive even at their worst, because they not only render obsolete some social and life
behaviors and styles, but also lead to the emergence and development of new forms of action not
previously mentioned in society and human behavior (Foucault, 1980, 119).

Conclusion

Resistance in the thought of Arendt and Foucault has a comprehensive capacity to counteract
oppression. As a result, subjects are no longer passive guardians of biopolitical structures or
totalitarian regimes. The study of power in terms of its universality and coordinated practice has
introduced a new approach that prioritizes resistance over passive oppression. The central and
profound aspect of these thinkers' work revolves around rethinking the dynamics of power and the
role of resistance and human agency in politics and society. Arendt and Foucault view resistance
and power as inseparable and, in a sense, unitary concepts. Without resistance, there can be no
power, and conversely, the absence of resistance and struggle renders power ineffective. According
to the two philosophers, relations of resistance function more effectively and realistically than
relations of power. when power is exercised, it essentially manifests itself in more productive forms
or generates power in its absence. Foucault's famous saying "wherever there is power, there is
resistance" is reversed in Arendt's thinking in the way that "wherever there is resistance, there is
power". While the first is associated with genealogy strategies that attempt to break free from the
web of power relations and make individual choices for political life while producing an unlimited
range of new resistances. The second, which emphasizes the human capacity for "acting in concert"
and creation of new forms of power, shows that resistance itself has become a source of power,
which is the manifestation of Arendt's truth of creating power through collective action.
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