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Love is one of the few effective common topics in philosophy, art,
mysticism. It can be believed that the greatest Greek philosopher who spoke
extensively about love is Plato. His view had a direct impact not only on the
philosophy of the Western world, but also on Islamic philosophy. In Islamic
philosophy, love also plays a central role in Suhrawardi's works. They have
also given an epistemological role to love. Another importance of this topic
is that love has been introduced and played a role in the religion and thought
of the West and the East by both philosophers., Both philosophers have
presented an ideal city that cannot be imagined and understood correctly
without understanding concepts such as love. On the other hand, a significant
part of the current love affairs has taken a deviant path and caused a great
distance between the current cities and the desired city in terms of human
dignity, which requires the presentation of a correct model. Present research
with a descriptive-analytical method aims to clarify what Plato and
Suhrawardi thought about love, how they thought, what conclusions they
made, and what lovemaking is like in their ideal city, and what are the
commonalities and differences?
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Extended Abstract

"Love" is widely used in philosophy, literature and art and has a wide meaning. However, love is
defined as extreme liking, infatuation, infatuation, pleasure, love and friendship. On the other hand,
the Greek word philo, which means to love, was used in plural since Homer's time. Compound
words beginning with philo showed the state of someone whose pleasure was to devote himself to
something. For example, Philothymia means intense interest in gaining respect. So, philosophy
means intense interest in acquiring wisdom.

Plato considers love as a means to achieve beauty. So, love in itself is not the ideal of his opinion,
but it is its instrumental property that should be taken into consideration by the higher souls. From
this point of view, anyone who has an instrumental view of love thinks in a platonic way, and
Sohrawardi also believes that: "You should know that the truth of pleasure and pain is that the
pleasure is receiving mild things and the pain is receiving bad things."

In the definition of love, Plato says: "Love is a great spirit and, like all spirits, it is a mediator
between divinity and mortal man." In his opinion, love has a hierarchy and the lowest level is
physical love. It is love that provides the necessary driving force for the exaltation of the soul. The
lover is first attracted by the physical beauty, then he is drawn towards the beauty of the mind and
soul of the beloved, and after that, he reaches the vision of true beauty, which is the absolute truth.
Love is infatuation with beauty; He is needy, disheveled, homeless, barefoot, a philosopher, a
delusional magician. He is fond of beauty and always seeks knowledge; He is between knowledge
and ignorance. However, the concept of love is as follows: "Any effort to achieve goodness and
happiness, which is the highest goal of every human being; But only those who are in love are
those who seek goodness.

Using Quranic teachings, Sohrawardi spread this emergence of love to the human world and
believes that the gardener of existence plants a seed in the garden of existence, which is the human
soul. The human soul has started its growth and gradually turns into a beautiful tree called "Tayeba
Tree". Love grows from the corner of this tree and wraps itself around it. The more the twist of
love grows, the shadow of this tree, which is the earthly body, becomes weaker until it becomes
completely weak and the single soul remains, which is the tree of goodness. At this time, the real
human tree gets the merit to enter the divine garden. The condition for love to enter any city is that
a sacrifice is made with the blessing of his arrival, and that sacrifice is nothing but a cow, which is
the soul. The love that Sohrawardi refers to is not blind, but love needs a ladder to appear, the first
and second steps of which are knowledge and love. He orders those who intend to have true love
to prepare themselves for that position and to know the homes and ranks of lovers. At the end of
this section, he mentions a poem in which the seeker of love, moving away from virtual love and
reaching real love, will reach the service of a master who will learn his next duties from him.

It can be said that Plato starts love and making love from the physical body so that it becomes
understandable for humans and then he deals with its higher affairs. But Sohrawardi takes love for
granted, so he starts from the highest position and engages in the description up to his level of



Journal of Philosophical Investigations, Uiversity of Tabriz, Volume 17, Issue 44, 2023, pp. 618-633 620

knowledge. Finally, it can be concluded that there are many commonalities between Sohrawardi's
and Plato's thoughts about love and making love in their desired city. Their ideal city has
similarities and differences as follows. The similarities of their love are:

-Both of them have a hierarchy for love.

-Love is the mediator between man and God.

-Love is looking for goodness.

-Love means need.

-Beloved has a human symbol. In Plato's thought, Dion and in Sohrawardi, Yusuf is the
embodiment of the earthly lover.

-Love is full from the physical world to the single world.

-Love is the power of movement.

The members of the current society can also consider the importance of love in the society
according to the issues mentioned in the issue of love, according to their individual-social attitudes
and approach, both in the social and personal aspects. It starts from self-love and reaches the love
of the same kind, and you can even go beyond it and reach the genuine love and knowledge of God
to the extent of individual ability. So, friendship in the society and city is important for all citizens,
especially for young people, and it is love that can open the way for people, but in the meantime,
attention should be paid to the personal characteristics of the individual. As stated, love is the
youngest of the gods in Plato's view, and in Sohrawardi's view, it has a very noble rank, so it is
both the category of youth in terms of love and the same type of all people in society in terms of
companionship with reason. After all, it is inseparable from the society and it must be used to
achieve the desired society. Finally, the place of love is great and being with him leads to individual
and collective excellence.
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