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The question of time has always been one of the greatest questions of
philosophers and physicists throughout history. Undoubtedly, every
philosophical thought is manifested in different forms in literary and artistic
works, and among them there are writers and artists who use philosophy as
the basis of their works. Samuel Beckett is one of the most influential writers
in shaping the school of thought of Absurd Theater, which has its roots in
philosophy. This article purports to examine and express the issue of time in
the play Waiting for Godot using the ideas of Martin Heidegger. Martin
Heidegger looks at the question of "time" from an ontological point of view
and in his divisions, he considers "time" in both original and non-original
forms for Dasein (existence). As in the play Waiting for Godot, the most
important action of the play "the issue of time" is the characters' conflict in
the form of two Dasein. Thus, according to Heidegger's definition of the
original and non-original "time" with which Dasein is involved in life, "time"
was examined as the most important element in the play Waiting for Godot.
To achieve this analysis, it was first necessary to provide an exhaustive
definition of "time" in the philosophical thought of Heidegger and the
philosophers before him, and then by examining the issue of wait and its
meaning in Heidegger's "time", the play Waiting for Godot and the
characters' continuous wait were interpreted. Analytical research has been
used in this study and by examining Heidegger's thoughts and Samuel
Beckett's the play Waiting for Godot, and using descriptive-analytical
method, it has been tried to find the common ground between Beckett's
thought on writing and performing the scenes of this play and Heidegger's
philosophical thoughts to shed new light on its analysis and conducting.
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Extended Abstract

The concept of waiting has been always considered with the matter of time. When we speak of
waiting for something, someone or an event, it also considers how long it takes. This is where the
time is physically discussed. Now we should see which criteria may be used to calculate the time
or that uncertain or even certain duration which should be spent; as the type of waiting is different
for every individual in terms of sense of time.

Now, this question is raised why Beckett’s dramas have been investigated in terms of
Heidegger’s matter of time? Heidegger believed that the initial time has been originated from
outsider temporality and characterized the definition of time from its common meaning. He also
categorizes temporality to two group of authenticity and inauthenticity.

Also, the matter of time and its relation to Dasein which plays a major role in Heidegger’s
philosophy.

On the other hand, Waiting for Godot, the drama of Samuel Beckett, one of the greatest writers
in 20th century, as one of the most important dramas in absurd theater in the word makes a
meditative image from the matter of waiting and deeply from the matter of time. In this play,
Beckett put existence against time action. This matter helps to have a new interpretation from this
play, which has not been considered in Iran so far. Up to now, it has been so practiced about why
the characters are waiting so that the how matter of this waiting has been faded out, while the
quality of waiting in these two characters raises the content of “Time” as one of the most important
philosophical topics. The “Time” which its content has being discussed in human life and existence
yet.

Now, the question is how the “Time” could clarify the relation between human being with the
existence. Two waiting characters of the Beckett’s play was actually trying to prove themselves by
waiting. So, do the current time of this play is the same as the time we are spending now physically
or is the time they are planning for the future in form of waiting.

In this article, at the first place, the history and background of the time philosophy is discussed,
then the time shall be reviewed from the point of Heidegger view. Then, the Waiting for Godot
play shall be explicated by relying on Heidegger’s opinions. As we mentioned before, the aim of
this research is clarifying this point that Becket, by a circular structure, tried to prove this matter
that talking about physical time is basically pointless, as the modern man has been more or less lost
in the time, the time which is apparently measurable with the tools made by man and now he points
out the inanity of this matter to the audiences by a useless waiting. This matter is so covered by
rejecting inauthenticity time by Heidegger. Also, by considering Heidegger’s opinion based on
Dasein is the time not being in a time, we cannot imagine with certainty that the time is an arrow
toward the future and this matter have so commons with the structure of Waiting for Godot play
which shall be explained in the paper in details.

The relation which is drawn by Heidegger between Dasein and time is a solid and strong one.
On this basis, knowing Dasein which seems the most purpose of the man in life, is just and only
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known by the time. The characters of Waiting for Godot, like the other Beckett’s characters are
trying to solve the issue of knowing themselves while making connections with the world. Their
issue is exactly the matter of struggling with the time, i.e., the main practice of the play. As it was
said, they are waiting because they are trying to plan their Dasein which is one of the most
important components of the time. This is the time which put the characters to a circle of null and
repetitive daily actions to spend it in order to reach their main goal (Godot’s coming and seeing
him).

Hence, the audiences who were trying to do something before the play and planning for
watching the play (authenticate temporality), will back to their inauthenticity time or their routines
after ending the show, just like Vladimir and Estragon after receiving the massage from the boy
that Godot will not come and after shutting down the stage light, they will return to their routine
waiting, to their inauthenticity time.

As per Heidegger about Dasein temporality and then incapability of Dasein to reach existence
without temporality, we understood that Dasein, for being in this world, needs to take the time in
hand by planning for the future. We can see characters in Waiting for Godot who try to take the
time in their hands by waiting to prove their existence but the Beckett himself points out indirectly
that Godot shall not be come and this waiting is nonsense. This absurdity makes characters not
only incapable of making temporality but makes them inversely being slave of inauthenticity time,
means routine life. This captivity comes from dependency of characters’ plan for their future which
is the main way of Dasein temporality from the Heidegger’s view to an existence named Godot.
Whereas their plan for coming Godot is not be reached, so their Dasein existence could not be
revealed and on this basis, it is pointless their existence in the world, which is showing the
pointlessness of the life of characters in absurd plays.
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