JH

Journal of Philosophical Investigations

| —

O)
Journal of Philosophical Investigations Q@ i

Print ISSN: 2251-7960  Online ISSN: 2423-4419 Unin::::_‘-nfTuhﬂ;

Homepage: https://philosophy.tabrizu.ac.ir .

A Reflection on Rorty's Claim about Religion:

religion as a conversation stopper

Nabiollah Soleimani

Ph.D. of Philosophy, Imam Khomeini International University, Iran. E-mail: n.soleimani2015@gmail.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:

Research Article

Article history:

Received 6 October 2022

Received in revised from 25
August 2023

Accepted 15 September 2023

Published online 22 November
2023

Keywords:
private sphere, public sphere,
dualism, stopping the

conversation

Rorty claims that metaphysicians and religious scholars agree with the
separation of the public sphere (politics) from the private sphere (religion).
While metaphysicians try to find this goal by discovering the nature of public
and private, theorists try to do this by prioritizing public instead of private or
vice versa. But Rorty, by creating a dividing line between the private sphere
and the public sphere, claims that the political sphere does not need to obtain
its foundations from the individual criteria of the private sphere, to which
religion also belongs. He removes the centrality of truth from the stage of
thought with an epistemological and religious approach and replaces it with
dialogue (correlation with different "us"™) in which no member is more
fundamental than another and no member is allowed to Judgment is not about
other competence. According to Rorty, religious arguments are viewed as
limited knowledge, which is non-negotiable and acts as a dialogue stopper.
This is where religion not only becomes a way to reject the authority of the
rest of the world, but also acts as a way to block the will of agreement between
people. Our assumption is that Rorty's view of religion, which is based on the
theory of the primacy of politics over religion, is contradictory to her ideal of
a society for which both religious pluralism elites are important and
maintaining political solidarity.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

How can the relationship between religion and politics be explained? Divine religions have
emphasized the interaction and connection between religion and politics, which has shed light on
all aspects of human life, and its main goal has been to establish justice and secure human freedoms.
On the other hand, in recent centuries, have proposed this hypothesis that religion is separate from
politics and the field of religion is limited only to religious affairs. Richard Rorty, the American
neopragmatist philosopher, by separating the private sphere, to which metaphysical knowledge
such as religion and philosophy belongs, from the public sphere or politics, tries to pave the way
for the creation of his ideal society, i.e., liberal democracy, which is free from the sting of concepts
and criticisms. Metaphysics be safe. Our attempt in this article, while describing Rorty's point of
view, is to examine doubts like this: What role can institutional religion play in Rorty's point of
view? Can religion - despite Rorty's denial - lead to the opening of dialogue in the public arena or
does it stand as an obstacle on its way? Won't we have a way out of the duality of private and public
in general and the separation of religion/politics in particular that Rorty pursues? Rorty's concern
is to preserve the liberal culture of human rights and tolerance. But can liberals provide an
acceptable and sufficient moral and philosophical alternative to replace religious foundations?

The Link Between Man and Life in The Context of Literary Post-Metaphysical Thought

Rorty searches for the origin of the error approach in this traditional view that in the traditional
view of any field of knowledge, it gains its validity from a ratio that is in the idea of reaching
"Truth" "He thinks. Therefore, he considers his philosophy to be the best of human sciences. This
is where philosophy finds the same position that religion had earlier in the Middle Ages, and the
emphasis on the common approach of the two is due to one thing: fundamentalism. Instead, he
wants a thought plan that takes into account the hope of literaryizing culture by setting temporal,
spatial and local goals around pragmatic goals, which he interprets as "post-metaphysical™ or "post-
philosophical” thought.

Analysis and Analysis of Rorty's Point of View

The first point is that Rorty's point of view on the priority of politics over religion is contradictory
to his point of view on a society for which both religious pluralism elites are important and
maintaining political solidarity. The main point of such criticisms is summarized in Nancy Fraser's
comment that "the final vocabulary is not easily divided into public and private parts, and actions
are not easily divided into public and private” (Huang, 1994, 530). Rorty is forced to accept the
concept of self-duality or split personality. Bernstein states that Rorty is an ascetic absolutist
because his "we" is nothing more than a label for an "'l with a plan.” Therefore, when Rorty says to
expand "we", Bernstein argues that Rorty is not just saying "l am responsible™ (I am entitled) but
also saying "I hope you are also responsible here™. Be in my position. Also, Putnam also believes
that Rorty is a cultural imperialist. Bernstein also states that Rorty's position on the argument is not
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only a failure to defend democracy, but also a smooth road to the justification of an Orwellian
tyranny (totalitarianism) (Rosenow, 1998, 43).

The problem is that at the same time, one cannot be ethnocentric and believe in the possibility
of fruitful dialogue between cultures that live in different knowledge islands and are alien to each
other.

Opponents of Rorty's intellectual apparatus believe that the image of rationalism presented by

Rorty is like a caricature, which is not meant to judge it, but to create a scarecrow that Rorty can
easily attack and turn it into ashes. Therefore, they believe that, contrary to Rorty's view, it is the
rationalists who tend to continue these conversations (Magsood, 2001, 3).
Rorty rightly says that we can have different beliefs just as we can define ourselves with different
societies and communities (a family, a religious or religious denomination, a moral group, a
professional or specialized community). and just as well as a liberal society (however, he ignores
the fact that we cannot simultaneously hold beliefs and define ourselves by communities that seem
clearly irreconcilable). For example, a person cannot be a pious Jew and a loyal Nazi at the same
time.

Conclusion

The idea of the priority of politics over Rorty's religion is typical of political liberalism. But our
basic question from Rorty still remains: Are religious beliefs not part of the network of political
beliefs because religious beliefs are connected with society and include social actions and include
them? The fact that Rorty separates religion from politics instead of reconciling them together is
the fact that he fears that if a person's political agreements are obtained in words consistent with
religious beliefs and with the political agreements of citizens, only one universal religious view
with an ideal It corresponds politically. In this case, the view of religious pluralism does not exist
in the society of political solidarity. The perspective of reflective balance is the best method that
helps Rorty to be both an expert on religious pluralism and a guardian of political solidarity.
Finally, Rorty's post-metaphysical thought has moved in the direction of a political thought, and
laying the groundwork for the establishment of a liberal democratic society has become the main
motive of his thoughts.
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