The Quarterly Journal of
Zehn
Vol.24/Issu 96/ Winter 2023

Science or Scientism?!
A Critical Study of Exclusive Scientism

Hamid Reza Shakerin®

Abstract

Introduction: The rule of experimental science in stablishing the modern
civilization and changes in human life is an object of multidimensional
studies. It has brought about different approaches, one of them is scientism
which has had noticeable effects on human culture and thought, especially
on the western one. The mentioned approach has especial indications also in
ontology, epistemology and methodology of knowledge, which invites the
philosophers of science and religion to deep thinking on it. It is because of
having important implications concerning religious studies and relations
between religion and science, which is at least absolute governance of
science on religion and religious understanding methods.

Method: The present issue is to study and identify the above approach
and its reasons by descriptive method and evaluate it by rational-analytical
one.

Results: The result is however, necessity of understanding the diference
between science and scientism. Factually scientism is not based on a logical
standpoint, nor will it have a useful function in the field of science and
human knowledge.

Conclusion:

1. From the religiouse epistemologic point of view, thre is no
important difference between the week scientism and the strong
one. The latter, however, indicates that religious understanding
and interpretation should be everchanged on the basis of what the
modern scienc imposes.

2. Contemplation on scientism and its reasons indicates that:

a. Not the main idea is coherentive, nor is it based on the sound
epistemic foundations.
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b. The reasons of scientism are even affected by lack of logial

consistency or failure to justify it.

c. Not only scientism has no beneficial rule in science, but also

has a detrimental one.
Key words: Scientism, Naturalism, Epistemological
Methodological Naturalism.
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